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| PROM AND TO 
DOCTOR SWIFT. 
LETTER CLXII. 


CHARLES FORD, "Els to 
= $1.6 


London, Auguſt the 12th, 1714. 


Oo juſtices ſit ſeveral hours 


every day, 
without affording us the leaſt news. I don't hear 
any thing they have done worth mentioning, ex- 


| cept ſome orders they have given about the diſ- 
pute in the city of Dublin. You may be ſure 
they are not ſuch as will pleaſe our friends; but 
I think you and I agreed in condemning thoſe 


roceeding in our own people. My lord Darby 


is made lord heutenant of Lancaſhire. That and 
Hampſhire are the only vacant employments they 


have filled up; I ſuppoſe, under pretence of their 


being maritime counties. If the whigs had di- 
rected the liſt of regents, Mar lborough, Sunder- 
land and Wharton had not been left out. There 


are five tories too, — would not have been in. 
Vor. II. B Though 


E 1 
Though they were alittle whimſical ſor three or four 
days abou: the ſucceiſion, they ſeemed to recant. 
and own themſelves in an error by the later votes. 
Every one of chem approved the peace, and were 
for the addre's at the end of the laſt ſeſſion, that 


it was face, honourable and advantageous. Con- 
ſidering what miaiſters were em loyed here by the 
court of Hanrwer, and that the king himſelf had 
little information Hut what he received from them, 
I think his liſt thews no ill dĩſpoſi ion to the tories: 
and hey fay he is not apt to be haſty in removing 
the perfors he finds in employment. The bill is 

brought in for gra- ting bim the old duties for the 


civil iift. One Hikes, ot Northampton, moved 


to tack the place - hill to it ; but nobody ſeconded 
him, and he was extremely laughed at. He hap- 
pens unluckily to be a tory. | 98 
Di. you receive your papers lat poſt? The 
firſt copy is not yet left at Sr. Dunſtan s. Should I 
ſend to Barber for it in lord Bolingbroke's name? 
I t:ve wit to him to bring in his bill, and as ſoon 
as he comes I will pay bim. I ſuppoſe I ſhall ſee 
him to-morrow. I wiſh you a good journey to 
Ireland. But if | hear Saturday's pot comes into 
Wantage on Sunday, | may trouble you again. 


25 Pray let me know when you land in Ireland, that 


I may wiite to you, if any thicy happens worth 
while I ſhall be very impatient for what you 
- promiſe me fr m thence. I ſhould be very glad 
to hear from you while ycu are on ihe road. | 
Lord Arg/eſey came to town laſt Tueſday. They 
are all here now, except Pembroke and Stra fford. 
Charles Eversfi:ld is making his court to the 
dukes of Samer ſet and Argyle he declares he will 
keep bis place, if he can, and that he will not flir 
for Campin's election in the county of Suſſex. 
Cumpion and he have had fome high wards upon 
that account. Lord Orford told the commiſſioners 
of the admiralty, they were iguorant, negligent of 
theic Juiy, and wanted zeal for the gs 
L ET. 


„ a 


11 
LETTER CLAW. 


Di. ARBUTHNOTT to Dr. 
SWIFT. 


MY DEAR FRIEND, Auguſt 12, 1714- 


I THANK you for your kind letter, which 
is very comfortable upon ſuch a melancholy occa- 
ſion. My dear miſtreis's days were numbered 
even in my imagination, and could not exceed 


ſuch certain limiis, but of that ſmall namber a 


great deal was cut off by the laſt troubleſome 
ene of this con ent ion among her ſervants. I 
believe ſleep was never more welcome to a weary 
traveller than death was ta het; oaly it ſurprized 
her too ſuddenly bef re ſhe had figned her will; 
which no doubt her being involved in fo much bu- 


ſineſs hindered her from finiſhing, It is urfortu- 


nate, that ſhe had been perivaded, as is ſuppoſed 
by Lowndes, that it was neceſſary to have it un- 


der the great ſeal. I have figured to myſelf all 


this melancholy ſcene; and even, it it be poſiible, 
worſe than it has happened twenty times; fo that 


vas prepared tor it. v caſe is not half fo de- 


plorable as poor lady Mafham's, and ſeveral of 
the queen's ſervants; tome of whom have no 
chance for their bread but the generoſity of his 
pte ſent majeity, which teveral people, that know 


bim, very much coimend. So far is plain from 
What has happened in pub ic affairs, that what 
one party afhrmed of the ſettlement has proved 


true, that it was fim: tha! it was in ſome mea- 
ſure an advantage to the ſucceſſor not to have 


been here, and fo obliged to dedlare biinſelf in ſe- 


veral things, in which he i: now at liberty. And 
indeed never any prince in this reſpe& came to the 
crown with greater * ] caa aſſure un 

" Te | 


3 
the peaceable ſcene, that now appears, is a diſ- 
appointment to more than one ſet of people. 
have an opportunity calmly and philowophically 
to confider that treaſure of vileneſs and baſe- 
neſs, that I always believed to be in the heart of 
man; and to behold them exert their inſolence 
and baſeneſs: every new inſtance, inſtead of ſur- 
prizing and grieving me, as it does ſome of my 
friends, really diverts me, and in a manner im- 


met with it in my own caſe, except from one man. 
And he was very far miſtaken, for to him I 
would not abate one grain of my proud ſpirit. 
Dear friend, the laſt ſentence of your letter quite 
kills me. Never repeat that melancholy tender 
word, that you will endeavour to forget me. | am 


ſure I never can forget you, till | meet with 


(what is impoſſible) another, whoſe conver- 
ſation I can delight ſo much in as Dr. Swifts; 
and yet that is the ſmalleſt thing I ought to value 
you for. That hearty ſincere friendſhip, that 
plain and open ingenuity in all your commerce, is 
what I am ſure I never can find in another man. 
I ſhall want often a faithful monitor, one that 
would vindicate me behind my back, and tell me 
my faults to my face. God knows I write this 
with tears in my eyes. Yet do not be obſtinate, 
but come up for a little time to London; and if 
you muſt needs go, we may concert a manner of 
_ correſpondence wherever we are. I have a letter 
from Gay juſt before the queen's death. Is he 
not a true poet, who had not one of his own 
| books to give to the princeſs, that aſked for one? 


* 


yeoves my theery. Though 1 think I have not | 


—_—— — _—_ 


— be 


WW. * 


T. 


ä 
ür On 
Dr. SWIFT to Mis VANHOMRIGH. 


Auguſt 12, 1714. 


I HAD your letter laſt poſt, and, before you 
can fend me an ther, I ſhail ſet out for Ireland. 
I muſt go and take the oaths, and the ſooner the 
better. If you are in Jreland when | am there, 


I ſhall fee you very ſeldom. It is not a place for 
any freedom; but where every thing is known in 


a week, and magnified a hundred degrees. Theſe 


are rigorous laws, that muſt be patfed through, 


but it is probable, we may meet in London next 
winter; Or, if not, leave all to fate, that teldom 


cares to humour our inclinations. I fay all this 
out of the perfect eſteem and friendſhip I have 


for you. Theſe public misfortunes have altered 
all my meaſures, and broke my ſpirits. God Al- 


mighty bleſs you. I ſhall. I hope to be on horſe- 


| back in a day after this comes to your hand. I 


would not anſwer your queſtions for a million, 
nor can I think of them with any eaſe of mind. 
LETTER CLXVI. 

CHARLES FORD, Eſq; to Dr. SWIFT: 


Auguſt the 14th, 1714. * 


I SUPPOSE you expect news upon Crages's 


return from Hanover; but 1 don't hear a word 


| ſpeech. Yeſterday morning after he came, the 


®* < On the back of this letter is the following note to the 
dean. Memorandum, I left Ledcamb, Auguſt 16, 1714. 
* in order to go to Ireland.” 


33 Whigs 


[6] 

vhię- looked dejeQted, and our friends very much 
pleaſcd; the” | do not know an) reaſon for either, 
unief> it was expected by both ſides, that he would 
have brought orders for alterations. It ſeems the 
dr.ig:n's entertainment was on a family acccunt, 
upon the agreement between lord Harley and lord 
Pelbam; aud only thoſe who were concerned in 
their affairs, were invited. Bur flighter grounds 
would have ſerved to raiſe a ſtoiy at this tinte; 
and it was fufficient, that my lord Townſhend and 
lord Coxper dined at his houſe. However, we 
look upon him as loft to our fide; and he has cer- 
tainly made advances of civility to the whigs, 
which they have returned with the utmoſt con- 
tempt. I am told Diſnal * begins to declare for 
his old friends, and proteits he was really afraid 
for the proteſtant ſucceſſion, which made him act 
in the manner he did. The foreign peers are cer- 
rai-'ly deprived of their right of voting by the ex- 
preis words of the act of ſucceſſion; and it ap- 
pers it was the intention of the legiſlatuie at that 
time, for prince George of Denmark was excepted 
by name; but it is thought the lords will inter- 
pret i: otherwiſe when it comes to be tried. They 
don't loſe the other privil: ges of peerage, and their 
poſterity born here may fit in the houſe. The 
{ſme clauſe extends to the houſe of commons; 
and no foreigner can enjoy any employment, civil 
or military. They may ve favourable to the lords, 
who are all whigs; but I doubt poor Duke Diſney 
will loſe his regiment. I ſuppote Barber has 
given you an account of lord B 's pamphlet. 


e you and he are not come to an eclaitciſſemeut | 


up'-n it, ſhall I ſend to him for i: ? 1 ung for the 
other. Yellerday the commons voted ne2mine con. 
to pay the Hanover troops, that deferied us in 
1712. To-day Sir William Wyndham, Campion, 
and two ot three more, gave tome oppoſition to 


*The earl of Nottingham, 


it; 
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it; for which they are extremely blamed. I think 
they had acted right, if they lad foke again 


it yeſterday ; but it ſeems they were ot then in 
the houſe. Then bod not ittength eng agh to-Cay 


to come to a Ci fun; 
Once more I wit you a good journey aud a 

quick rerun; wail ! ge or will nud Lo 0 

better tht you expect. | 


LETTER CLX'M. 


Mr. GAY to Dr. ARBUTENOTT, or 


the DEAN of St. Patrick's. 
Hanover, Auguſt the 15h, 1714. 


V ov remember, I ſuppoſe, that | was to 
write you abundance of letters from Hon: wr; 
but as one of the moſt diſtinguithing quali: ies of 
a polirician is ſecrecy, you muit not ex from 

me any arcanas of ſtate. There is anot..cr thing 
that is neceſſary to eſtabliſh the charats: of a po- 
litician ; which is, to ſeem always tc be fl. of 
aitzirs of ſlate; to know the conſuitativn: et the 
cabinet council, when at the fame time u his 
politics are collected from news- pape: s. V+ hich 
of theſe two cauſes my ſecrecy is owing to, | leave 
you to determine. There is yet one thing more, 


that js extremely neceſſary for a foreign minilter, 
which he can no more be without, than an arti- 
ran without his terms; I mean, the terms ot his 


art. I call it an art or ſcience. becauſe | think 
the king of France hath eſtabliſhed an academy to 


| InſtruQt the young Machiavillians of his country 


in the deep and profound ſcience of politics. io 
the end that I might be qualified for an employ- 
ment of this nature, and not only be qualified 
myſelf, but (to ſpeak in the ſtile ot Sir John Fal- 
fa be the cauſe of qualificatiuns in others, I 

B 4 | have 


[8] 
have made it my buſineſs to read memoirs, trea- 
ties, c. and as a dictionary of law terms is 
thought neceſſary for young beginners; fo I 


thought a dictionary of terms of ſtate would be 


10 leſs uſeful for young politicians. The terms 
of politics being not ſo numerous. as to ſwell into 
a volume, eſpecially in time of peace, (for in 
time of war all the terms of fortification ate in- 
cluded) I thought fit to extract them in the ſame 
manner, for the benefit of young practitioners, as 
a famous author hath compiled kis learned treatiſe 
of the law, called the Doctor and Student. [ 
have not made any great progreſs in this piece; 
but, however, I will juſt give you a ſpecimen of 
it, which will make you in the ſame manner a 
judge of the deſign and nature of this treatiſe. 


Politician. What are the neceſſary tools for a 
prince io work with ? 5 . 
Student. Miniſters of ſtate. 3 BY 
Politician. What ate the two great qualities of 
a miniſter of ſtate ? Ew, . 
Student. Secrecy and diſpatch. | 
Palitician. Into how many parts are the mini- 
ſters of ſtate divided? 
Student. Into two. Firſt, miniſters of ſtate at 
home; ſecondly, miniſters of ftate abroad, whe 
are called foreign miniſters. 5 
Politician. Very right. Now as I deſign you 
for the latter of theſe employments, I ſhall wave 
ſay ing any thing of the firſt of theſe. What are 
the different degrees of foreign miniſters ? 
Student. The different degrees of foreign mini- 
ſters are as follow. Firſt, Plenipotentiaries. Se- 
cond, Embaſſadors extraordinary. Third, Embaſ- 
| fadors in ordinary. Fourth, Envoys extraordi- 
' nary. Fifth, Envoys in ordinary. Sixth, Reſi- 
dents. Seventh, Conſuls. And Eighth, Secre- 


tari 
ies. Nan 


19 1 
Piuolitician. How is a foreign miniſter to be 
known. 

Student. By his credentials. 

Politician. When are a foreign miniſter's cre- 
dentials to be delivered? 

Student. Upon his firſt admiſſion into the pre- 
ſence of the prince, to whom he is ſent, otherwite 
called his firſt audience. = 
| 3 How many kind of audiences are 

there 
Student. Two, which are called a _ audi- 
ence, and a private audience. 

Politician. What ſhou'd a foreign miniſter's 
behaviour be when he bas firſt lie] ? 

Student. He ſhould bow profoundly, ſpeak de- 
2 tely, and wear both ſides of his long periwig 

ore. 
By theſe few queſtions and anſwers you may 
be able to make ſome judgment of the uſefulnets 
of —— litic treatiſe. os ort, it is true, can 
= ſufficiently | for his elaborate 

— of the — 4 an embaſſador in all his 
negotiations: but I deſign this only as a compen- 
dium, or the embafſador's manuel, or wade me- 
cum. 

I have wrate fo far of this letter, and do not 
know who to ſend it to; but I have now deter- 
mined to fend it, either to Dr. Arbuthnott, or 
the dean of St. Patrick's, or to both. My jord 
Clarendon is very much approved of at court; 
ar d [ believe is nut difatisfied with his reception. 
We have not much variety of diverſions: what 
we did yeſterday and to day we ſhall do to-mor- 
row; Which is to go to court, and walk in the 
gardens at Herenhauſen. If I write any more, 
my letter will be juſt like my diverſions, the fame 
thing over and over again. So, Sirs, your moſt 
obliged, humble ſervant, J. GAY. 


I would have writ this letter over again, but 1 
had not time. Correct all erratas. 


a I LET. 
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LETTER CLXVIN. 
Dr. ARBUTHNOTT to Dr. SWIFT. 


| DEAR BROTHER, Ogber 196h, 1714. 


E VEN in affliction Your letter made me me- 
lancholy, and communicated ſome of the ſpleen, 
which you had, when ycu wrote it, and made 
me forfeit ſome of my reputation of chearfulneſs 
and temper under affliction. However, I have ſo 
muy ſvbjeRts amongſt my friends and fc]low-ſer- 
vants ta be grieved for, that I can eaſily turn it 
off myſelf with credit. The queen's poor ſervants 
are like ſo many poor orphans expoſed in the very 
ſtreets. And thoſe, whoſe paſt obligations of 
gratitude and honour ought to have engaged them 
to have icpreſented their caſe, paſs by them like 
ſo many abandoned creatures, without the poſſi- 
bility o“ ever being able to make the leaſt return 
ſor a favour, which has added to my theory of 


human virtue. | 


t wiſh I cid rot only haunt you in the obliging | 


and affectionate ſenſe rou ar: pleaſed to expreſs it, 


but were perſonz'ly preſent with you; and | think. 


it were hardly in the power of fortune not to 
make ſome minutes ple⸗ſant I dine with my 


lord and lady Maſbam to-day, where we will, as 


uſually, remember ov. . 
You ave read ere this time the hifory of the 


White Staff“, which is either contiived by an 


* * A parr phlet written by Mr. Daniel de Fee, end pub- 


liſhed in 1714, in dvo, in two parts, under the title of The 
Here! Hiſtory 4 tie Nite Sta; being an accoun! of affair: 
uvder the conduct ef ſeme late miniſters, and of what might 
frebatly haze happened, if her majeſty I ad not died. Socn 
+ ter the publica: ion of it came out in 8vo, A detection of 
the . kifiry end falſities cf the pamphlet, entitled, The ſe- 
cret hiſtory of the White Staff, containing an mg into 
the Ctaſ 's cenduct᷑ in the late management, particularly with 


reſet to the proteſiant ſucceſſion,” 


enemy, 


3 ac. ed: Al. adit... i. «ans a 


* 


” 
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_ or by himſelf, to bring down vengeance ; 
and | have told ſome of his neareſt friends fo. 
All the dragon can ſay will not give him one ſingle 
friend amongſt the whole party; and therefore [ 
even wonder at him, which you will ſay is a ſtrange 


thing. The very great perſon of all & can hardly 


ſpeak of him wi h patience. The Conde acts like 
a man of ſpirit, makes up to the k — and talks 


to him, and would have ated with more ſenſe 


than any of them, could he have had any body to 
have acted a lung with him: nos numerus ſumus, 


&c. The man you ſpeak of is juſt as you de- 
ſcribe, fo I beg pardon. Shadrvel! ſays, he will 


have my place at Chelſea. Garth told me, his 
merit was giving intelligence about his miſtieis's 
health. I deſired he would do me the favour to 


 fay, that I valued myſelf upon quite the contrary ; 


and I hoped to live to ſee the. day, when bis ma- 
jeſty woule value me the more for it roo. I hare” 
not ſeen any thing as yet to make me recant a cer- 


_ tain inconvenient opinion I have, that one cannot 


y too dear for peace of mind. : 
Poor philoſupher Berk/ey has now the idea + of 


| health, which was very hard to produce in him; 


for be bad an idea cf a ftrange fever upon kim fo 
ſtrong. that it was very hard to deſir y it by in- 
troducing a contrary one. Poor Gay is wuch 


| Where he was, only out of the 1 ducheſs's family 
and ſervice. He has ſome confidence in the prin- 


ceſs and counteſs of Pichourgh ; | wiih it may be 


ſignificant to him. I adviſed him to make a poem 
upon the princeſs before ſhe came over, deſcribing 


her to the Engliſb ladies; for it ſeems the princeis 


does not diſlike that. She is really a per ſon that 


I believe will give great content tv every body. 


* © Probably King George I. | 1 55 
+ This aliudes to his book, in which he attempts to prove 


chat all things ſuppoſed t« depend upon a material world 


ſubſiſt «.rly in i dea. | | 
1 The ducheſs of Mnmouth, 
| But 
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But Gay was in ſuch a groveling condition, as to 
the affairs of the world, that his muſe would not 
ſtoop to viſit him. I can ſay no more of news, 
than that you will find the proceedings hitherto 
have been comparatively gentle. Adieu. 


LETTER CLXIX. 


Another letter from the ſame, written on the fame 
| Paper. | 

[| THANK you kindly for your's, with the in- 
cloſed fromour friend. I would have obeyed your 
commands as to the hiftory of the white taff; but 
that there really is no anſwer to it, more than a 
thing that riſes juſt out of what is faid in the hif- 
tory. None wrote on purpoſe by any one, that 
knows matters of fact, or can contradict what he 
ſays ; or indeed wrote by concert of the perſons, 


that are attacked. And I reckon any other is not 


worth your while to read. The dragon denies it; 
but as I told the governor, it is neceſſary for him 
to do that in a very ſolemn and ftrong manner ; 
elle there will be a ripping anſwer, as you ſay. 
All things go on at the uſual rate. I am at an un- 
certainty ſlill as to my little office. I leave them 
to do juſt as they pleaſe. George Fielding and 
brigadier Brittain are grooms of the bedchamber, 
which does not teem altogether the doing of a cer- 

tain great man The groom of the fiole is ſtill 
uncertain, lying betwixt two, that you know. I 
am told, thai the great perſon of all has ſpoke 
more contemptibly of the dragon than of any bo- 
dy, and in very hard terms. Has not he managed 
finely at lat? The princefs gives great content to 
eveiy bo'ly. I will add no more, being to write 
on * other ſide to the dean; which pray for- 
ward, , e 


L E T- 
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LETTER CLXX. 
Dr. SWIFT to Sir ARTHUR LANGFORD. 
SIR, Trim, October 3oth, 1714. 


W AS to wait on you the other day, and 
was told by your fervant, that you are not to be 
ſeen till towards evening, which, at the diſtance I 
am at this time of the year, cannot eaſily be com 
paſſed. My principal bufineſs was to let you 
know, that fince my laſt return from Englend ma- 
ny perſons have complained to me, that I ſuffered 
a conventicle to be kept in my pariſh, and in a 
place, where there never was any before. I men- 
tioned this to your nephew Rowley in Dublin, 
when he came to me with this meſſage from you ; 
but I could not prevail with him to write to you 
about it. I have always looked upon you as an 

honeſt gentleman, of great charity and piety in 
your way, and I hope you will remember at the 
ſame time, that it becomes you to be a legal man, 
and that you will not promote or encourage, much 
leſs give a beginning to, a thing ditectly contrary 
to the law. You know the diſſenters iv Ireland 
are ſuffered to have their conventicles only by 

connivance, and that only in places where they 
formerly uſed to meet. Whereas this conventicle 
of your's is a new thing, in a new place, entirely 
of your own erection, and perverted to this ill 
uſe from the defign you outwardly ſeemed to have 
intended it for. It has been the weakneſs of the 
diſſenters to be too ſanguine and affuming upon 
events in the ſtate, which appeared to give them 
the I|-aſt encouragement ; and this, in other turns 
of affairs, hath proved very much to their diſad- 
vantage. The moſt moderate churchmen may be 
apt to reſent when they ſee a ſe, without tole- 

ration 


EI 

ration by law, in ſulting the eſtabliſhed religion. 
Whenever the legiſlature ſhall think fit to give 
them leave to build new conventicles, all good 
churchmen will fubmit ; but till then we can 
hardly ſee it without betraying cur church. I 
hope therefore you will not think it hard, if I 
take thoſe methods, which my duty obliges me, 
to prevent this growing evil, as far as it lies in 
my power, unleſs you ſhall think fit from your 
oon prudence, or the advice of ſome underſtand- 
| ing frien-i;, to ſhut up the doors of that conven- 
ticle for the future. T am, with true friendſhip 
and eſteem, vir, your moſt obedient humble ſer- 


vant, = 


LETTER CLXXI. 
ERASMUS LEWIS, Eſq; to Dr. SWIFT. 
$1 November the 4th 1714. 

1 HAVE one letter f: om you to acknowledge, 


which | will do very ſoo”. In the mean time, I 


ſend this to acquaint ycv, that if you have not 
already his your papers in ſome private place in 
the haudis of a truity friend, | fear they will fall 
into the hands of aut ene mies. Sure. y-'u have 
already caken caie in this matter, by what che 
public prints told you of the proceedinzz of the 
great men towarcs the earl of Straſſord and aur. 


| Prior However. for pieater caution, this is 


ſent you by——! am Cc. 


L Er. 


SS. oO SB SHgag. 2 N PETS CW 


rr 
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LETTER Cixxn. 
Monfieur SW1F T a Monfieur GIRALDLI 
MONSIEUR, De Dublin, en Irelande, Fe- 


driere 25, 1914-15: 


J E prens la liberte de vous preſenter le porteur 
of cellecy, Monſieur Howard, gentilhomme fa- 
vant et de condition de ce pais cy ; qui pretend 
de faire le tour d' Italie; et qui e ant chanoine 
en mon doyenne et profeſſeur de college icy, vent 


en voyageant parmi les catholique s opiniatrer le 


lus dans fon herefie. Et apres tout, Monſieur, 
il n'eſt que juſte, que puiſque vous avez derobe 


notte franchiſe Anglaiſe pour ajouter A votre po- 


liteſſe Italienne, que quelques uns Ce nous autres 
tram ntanes devuient en voyagcant chez vous a 
faire ces reprifailles. Vous nie ſouthriez auſſi de 
vous prier Ce preſenter mes tres humble devuirs à 
ſon alte ſſe royale le Grand Duc. 5 
Pour mon particulier, Monſieur, je prens la li- 
ber :ẽ Ce vous dire, que deux mois devant la mort 
de la reine, voyant, qu'il etoĩt tout a fai impoſ- 
de r' accommoder mes amn's du niin;!tere, je 
me retitẽ a la campagne en B-r4//ire, d' ou aptes 


ce triite evenement je vendis en Irlande ov je de- 


murerai en mon doyenne, et attens av ec la r.fi-na- 


tion d'un bon Chrétien la ruine de nöttre cauſe et 


de mes amis, manage tous les jours par la faction 
dominante. Car ces Meſſieuts font tout a fait te- 
ſolu dr trancher une demi-douzaine Ces tetes Ces 


 Willeurs d' Angleterre, e que v us avez fort bien 


cont ũs et eſtimẽs. Dicu fait Guel cn ſera Fevenc- 


ment Pour moy j'ai quite pour jamais la poli- 


tique, et avec la peruien des bers gers, qui 
ſont maintenant en vogue, je Cacuiciay la ref e 
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de ma vie en mon hermitage pour ſonger à mon 

ſalut. 
Adieu, Monſieur, et me faites la juſtice de 

| eroire, que je ſuis avec beaucoup de reſpect, 
Monſieurs, votre, &c. 

Note, Monſieur Siraldi was ſecretary to the duke of Tuſ- 

eany. | 


LETTER CLXXIN. 


Dr. ARBUTHNOTT to Dr. SWIFT. 
' Auguſt 6th, 1715. 


1 RECEIVED your very Heraclitian let- 
ter. I am kinder than you. I defire to hear 
your complaints, and will always ſhare them, when 

cannot remove them. I ſhould have the ſame 


concern for things as you, were I not convinced, 


that a comet will make much more ſtrange revolu- 
tions upon the face of our globe, than all the pet- 
ty changes, that can be occaſioned by governments 
and miniſtries. And you will allow it to be a 


matter of importance, to think of methods to 
_ fave one's ſelf and family in ſuch a terrible ſhock, 


when this whole earth will turn upon new poles, 
and revolve in a new orbit. I conſider myſelf as a 


poor paſſenger, and that the earth is not to be 


forſaken, nor the rocks removed for me. But you 
are certainly ſome firſt minitter of a great monarch, 


who, for ſome miſbehaviour, are condemned, in 


this revolution of things, to govern a chapter, 


and a choir of ſinging-men. I am ſure I ſhould 
think myſelf happy, if I had only ſuch a province 
as the latier. Certainly your chapter is too peace- 


able, and not like oiher chapters; elſe they would 


give you more occupation. You fee | begin with 
philoſophy. As to buſineſs, I this moment a- 
the dragon. He had your letters, and khewed 


them 


do £ coca a—_ Kc u 6 dan At and ͤRNR . oo SE. he 11 
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them to me ſome time ago, and ſeems to be 
mighty fond of the project; only he is to be 
at Wimple, and not in Herefordſhire, and it is but 
a ſtep further. He is to write to-night, if you 
believe him, to that very purpoſe ; nay, I am to 
have the letter to incloſe, and | intend to keep 
mine open till eleven. It is ſtrange, that you 
ſhould imagine the dragon had caſt his exuviz in 


dais den ®, or that confinement is a cure for in- 
activity; ſo far from it, all theſe habits are ten 


times ſtronger upon him than ever. Lewis will 
will furniſh you with a collection cf new ſtories, 
that are as far beyond the old ones, as you can 


imagine. Therefore I ſay again, come, and you 
will be far from finding any ſuch diſmal ſcenes as 
you deſcribe. Your own letter will furniſh you 


with topics to conquer your melancholy, For in 
ſuch a mutability, what is it, that muſt not in 
time caſt up? Even the return of that brother + 
you mention. And as philoiophical as I am, 1 
ſhould be very fad, if 1 did not think that very 
probable and feaſible. As to your friends, tho” 


the world is changed to them, they are not chan- 


ged to you ; and you will be carefſed as much as 
ever, and by ſome, that bore you no good will 
formerly. Do you think there is no plcature in 
hearing the H— club ſ̃ declaim upon the clemen- 
cy and gentleneſs of the late reign, and a thouſand 


 ftranger things? As for the conſtitution, it is in 


no more danger thana ſtrong man, that has got a 


little ſurfeit by drunkenneſs. All will be well, and 
people recover their ſober ſenſes every day. Se- 
veral of your friends dine with me to-day, lady 


Ma ——, John Drummond, the judge, c. 
where you will be remembered. I with I could 


return your compliments as to my wife and bairns. 


He was ſent to the Tower. 
+ Bolingbroke. 3 8 | 
2 _ club, of which Ambroſe Philips, eſq; was 
Sure 


TT WJ. 
Sure you are a very ill huſband, tor you had the 


_ compleat houſand, when you were in England, 


and fixpence of another thouſand given by the 
dragon. I remember that full well. J. is 
gone his progreſs. I ſhall be at Bath iu a foit- 
night. Come that way. Adieu. 

really think the perſun | recommended will 
do well; he will be quite another ting before 
Michae!mas, wich Riſingrave's g teaching. Ec. 


He has a good voice. r 


LETTER UM. 
Dr. FRIEND | to Dr. SWIFT. 


_ MR. DEAN, Weſtminfer, Sept. 20, 1715, 
Inu ane obliged to lady Kerry for giving 


you an occafion of writing, and hall always be 
ug in receivi g eny commands from you. 

r. Fitzmaurice is dety promiſing, and a favourite 

of mine already. I had never ſeen nor beard 
om any one, that was concerned for him, till I 
had the favour of your's ; but as I had taken a 
particular notice of him on his own account, I 


| hall now do it much more upon your's. This 
will be brought to you by yc ur kinfinan, Mr. Rolf. 


] am glad I can tell you, that he has behaved him- 
ſelf very well here. He is not of the higheſt lort, 

but is very ſober and induſtrious, and will work 
out his way, and, I believe, deſerve any encou- 
ragement you are pleaſed to give him. Things 
are in an odd poſture with u at preſent ; and he 
ſtate of — you are in, may be endured 


without much regret : however, I ſhall hope in a 


little time to ſee you here, when more of your 

fliendꝭ are in town. | 

1 See the note on Prior's letter, dated Auguſt 16, 1713. 

} © Robert Friend, D. D. maſter of Weſtminſter-ſchoo!.” 
| | The 
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The biſhop and iny hiother || are much yours, 
and very deſirous of a happy meeting with you. 
Be ore this can be with you, you'll be able to 
gueſs how ſoon that may happen Ad way it 
be as ſohn as is withed oy, Sir, your voit obedient 
and faithiut humble ſervant, R. FRIEND. 


LETTER CLXXV. 


The Ducheſs of OR:IOND to Dr. SWIFT. 


Silks - October ihe 171th, 1715. 


I WAS extremely pleaſed to find you had nat 


forgot your friends, when it is fo hard for them 
to write to you. and, by their concern for you, 
put you in mind of them. But I find no misfortune 


can leſſen your friendihip, which is fo great, as to 


blind you of the fide of their faults, and make you 
believe you ſee virtues in them, it were happy for 
them they enjoyed in any degree; for, I am ſure, 
ſome of thoſe you named are much wanted at this 
time. I was, as you heard, very well pleaſed, 
that my friend $4 was fafe as to his perſon, but 
very uneaſy at ſecing his reputation fo treated. 
As to his fortune, it is yet in diſpute. However, 
as long as he is wel:, I am fa isty'd. It is with 


| difficulty 1 do hear but now and then; a ſtrag- 


ing body brings me an account of him; for there 
all letters miſcart) ing, that either he or I have 
wrote that way, that we have given it over now, 
and tiuſt to accident fur the neus of each other. 
J hope | ſhalt hear from you ottner than ] have 
done for tome months paſt: for no fiiend you 


I) Jas Friend, M. D.“ 
The Duke, who being ſuſpected of treaſonable practices, 
or deſigns, went abroad. SG 


| Dr. Francis Atterbury, biſhop of Rocheſter." 


as been no encouragement to write by the polt, 
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have has more reſpe&t for you, than, your moſt 


humble ſervant, MM. ORMOND. 
Your niece Betty * is your humble ſervant. 


LETTER CLXXVI. 
Dr. ARBUTHNOTT to. 
Without date. Received December zd, 1715. 
DEAR FRIEND, » 


I HOPE this will find you in health, 


and I hope in greater tranquillity of mind, than 
when we uſed to lament together at your office for 
the eternal faults of our friends. I have ſeen the 


dragon thrice fince I wrote to you. He is with- 


out ſhadow of change; the greateſt example of an 


unſhaken tranquillicy of mind, that ever | yet taw, 


ſeeming perfectly well ſatisfied with his own con- 


- — 2 
r * — 
, - 


duct in every particular. You {now we have | 


often faid that there is but one dragon in rerum 
natura. I don't know what he thinks, but 1 am 
perfectly well ſatisfied, that there will not be that 
one d:agon left, if ſome people have their will. 
Hay Baſſa, they ſay ſtruggles for his ſon-in-law. 
It is generous and grateful. There is a prodigi · 
ous quarrel between him and the preſident about 
it +. | 


Adieu. 

I had almoſt forgot to tell you of the Preten- 
det's declaration, in which there are words to 
this purpoſe: * That he had no reaſon to doubt 


© of the good intention of his ſiſter, which was 
© the reaſon that he fat quiet in her time; but 


now was diſappointed by the deplorable acci- 
dent of her ſudden death.” 
Her grace's daughter, 


T © The prefident of the council, who at that time was 
Daniel earl of Nattingham,” | 
| LE T- 


I am not yet out, but expect to be ſoon. 


re 3 * 
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LETTER CLXXVIL. 


Dr. ARBUTHNOTT to Dr. SWIFT, 


of the ſame date. 
DEAR BROTHER, 


] szxD you the ſcrap of a letter begun to 


ou by the whole ſociety, becauſe I ſuppoſe 
— din the fragments of your friends. The 
honeſt gentleman, at whoſe lodgings we wrote, 
is gone for France. I really value your judgwent 
extremely in chuſing your friends. I think wor- 
thy Vir Ford is an inſtance of it, being an honeſt, 
ſenſible, firm, friendly man, et qualis ab inceptu 


proceſſerat, (fc. 


Tho, by the way, praiſing your judgment is a 
little compliment to myſelf, which I am apt to fall 


into of late, no- body now being at the trouble of 


doing it for me. The Parne/lian, who was to 
have carried this letter, ſeems to have changed 
his mind by ſome ſudden turn in his affairs; but I 
wiſh his hopes may not be the effect of tome acci- 
dental thing working upon his ſpirits, rather than 
any well · grounded projet. 
If it be any pleaſure to you, I can aſſure you, 
that you are remembered kindly by your friends, 
and I believe not altogether forgot by your ene- 
mies. I think both is for your reputation. Iam 
told, that I am to lofe my little preferment : how- 


ever, I hope to be able to keep a little habitation = 


warm in town. I cannot but fay, I think there 
is one thing in your circumitance, that muſt 


make any man happy; which is, a /iberty te 
preach. Such a prodigious privilege, that it it 
did not border upon fimony, I could really pur- 


chaſe it for a ſum of money. For my part, I 
never imagine any man can be uneaſy, that has 
the opportunity of venting himſelf to a whole 

con- 
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congregation once a week. And you may pre- 
tend what you will, I am ſure you think fo too, 
or you don't judge 1 ght. As for news, I never 
- enquir* about ay. PFuimus Troes, Cc. 
M preſent politicks is to give no diſturbance to 
the preſent folks in the due -xerciſe of their pow - 
er, for fear of forcing them to do very ſtrange 
things, rather than part with what they love fa 
well. Untoward reports in the country will make 
elections dearer, which [ am forry for. The dra- 
wr I am afraid, will be firuck at. Adieu, in 
1 


LETTER CLXXVIII. 
The ducheſs of ORMOND to Dr. SWIFT. 
1 81 R. Fanuary the 23d, 1715-16. 


L OUR letter was a great while upon the 
road. before | had the good luck to have it; and 
I think | was happy, hat it ever arrived here; 
for it is the ſecond letter I have received out of 
Ireland in above ſeven months. Either thoſe few 
friends I have there are afraid of taking notice of 
me, or mv enemies won't let me have the com- 
fort of thinking | bave any left, and therefore 
ſtop my letters. [give yu a thouſand banks for 
ſo kindly remembering an abſent friend. As you 
always think right, | aon't wonder you arc of the 
opinion our friend has not all his good offices 
very well returned. But u ho live in this world. 
mul arm themſelves with patience, and a refolu- 
tion able to bear ingratitude, r-proach, poverty 
and afflicti-ns of all kinds; or ſubuit to the dii- 
_ cipline of Bedlam. Fn 


* + Probabiy dhe carl of Oxford." 
I have 
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I have not heard from my maſter + theſe many 
months. I hope he is well, becauſe the good-na- 
ture of the world would take care I ſhould hear, 
if he were otherwiſe. 
The lady, you name in your letter, lives at her 
houſe at Berkſhire. I can't entertain you with ſo 
much as the tittle-ta*tles of the town, havirg not 
| ſeen it theſe four months, nor ſcarce any thing but 
froſt and ſnow ; which makes me converſe moſt 
with robinreacbreafts, that do me the favour to 
come in at the windows to fee me. Your niece is 
your humble ſervant ; but not well, having a 
raſh. 
1 believe by this time you wiſh yon had not | 
_ provoked me to wiite ; ſince you are troubled 
with io long 2 ſcroil from me; who am, with 
| great truth, Sir, your molt ſincere — and 
N bumble ſervant. 


LE Trin CLXXIX. 


Dr. ATTERBURY, Biſhop of Rocheſter, 
2p to Dr. SWIFT. 


GOOD Ma. DEAN, F 4prils, 1716. 


M Y gout kept me ſo long a priſoner at 
min., this winter, that I have fixed at 
Brrmley this ſpring much ſooner than ever I yet 
did, for which teaſ n my meeting with Dr. Youn- 
ger will be more dim ult, than it would be, bad 1 
bean ill at the ceaners |. 

le belt (er rather the ail is, that I be- 


lleve he can lay nothing to ycu upon the matter, 


+ © The duke of Ormond, her buſhand.“ 

f Br:ml: 2 i in | Kent, vikere the biſhops of Rechefter have 
an epiſc pal prlace. 

Of 2 which hes long been — with 
the T of Rocheſter, 


about 
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about which you write, which will pleaſe you. 
His deanery is of the old foundation, and in all 
ſuch foundations, the deans have no extraordinary 
power or privilege, and are notbing more than 
reſidentiaries, with a peculiar corps belonging to 
them as deans ; the firſt of the chapter, but 
ſuch, whoſe preſence is not neceſſary towards the 
diſpatch of any one capitular act, the ſenior re- 
fidentiary ſupplying their abſence, in every caſe, 
with full authority. Thus, I fay, the caſe ge- 
nerally is in the old deaneries, unleſs where the 
local ſtatutes may have expreſsly reſerved ſome 
peculiar power or Privilege to the deans of thoſe 
churches. But ncne of them, I dare fay, have a 
negative. either by common law, cuſtom, or lo- 
cal ſtatute. Thus much to ſhew you, that a 
nice ſearch into the peculiar rights of the dean 
of Sarum will be needleſs, if not miſchievous to 
you. The three deaneries, which I have had, 
are all of the new roundation, . by Henry the 


eighth. or queen Elizabe!h. 


In the charters of all there is a clauſe, impower- 
ing the dean to make, puniſh, and unmake all 
the officers. ln the ttatutes of one of them (Car- 
_ iſle) the dean's conſent, in ail grawiores cauſe, is 
made expreſsly neceſſary, and in the other two 
nothing from the foundation of thoſe churches 
ever paſſed the ſeal without the dean's fgilletur 
firſt written on the leate, patent, preſentation, 
Fc. which is a manifeſt and unconteited proof of 
his negative. As to the power of propoſing, that 
I apprehended not to be excluſive to the other 
members of the chapter. It is a point chiefly of 
decency and convenience ; the dean being the 
principal perion, and ſuppoſed beſt to be acquaint- 


ed with the affairs of the IT and in what 


order they are fitteſt to be tranſacted. But if 
any one elſe of the body will propoſe any thing. 


* «© Of Saliſoury.” | 
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and the reſt of the chapter will debate it, I ſee 


not how the dean can hinder them, unleſs it be 
by leaving the chapter; and that itſelf will be of 
no moment in churches, where his abſence doth 


not break up and diffolve the chapter ; as it does, 


where his conſent to any thing there treated of is 
expreſsly required before it can paſs into an act. 
Where, indeed, he is allowed ſuch a negative, he 
is generally allowed to make all propoſals ; be- 


cauſe jt would be to no purpoſe tor any one ta 


make a propoſition, which he can quaſh by a diſ- 
ſent; but this is not, I ſay, a matter of right, 
but prudence. | | 
Upon the whole, the beſt advice I can give you, 
is, whatever your powers are by ſtatute or uſage, 
not to inſiſt on them too ſtrictly in either of the 
caſes mentioned by you, unleſs you are very ſure 
of the favour and countenance of your viſitor. 
The lawyers, you will find, whenever ſuch points 
come before them for a decifiun, are very apt to 
diſregard ſtatutes and cuſtom in ſuch caſes ; and 
to ſay, that their books make the act of the ma- 
jority of the corpotation the legal act of the 
body, without conſidering, whether he dean be 
among the minority or no. And therefore your 
utmott dexterity and addteſs will be neceſſary, in 


order to prevent ſuch a trial of your right at com- 


mon law; which, it is ten to one, (eſpecially as 
things now ſtand) will go againſt you. If the re- 
fractory part of your chapter are ſtout, and men 


of any ſenſe, or ſuppotted underhand, (the laſt of 
| theſe is highly probable) you had better make 


uſe of expedienis to decline the difficulty, than 
bring it at preſent to a deciſion. Theſe are the 
beſt lights, and this the beit advice, I can give 
you, atter a long experience of the natural con- 
tequence of ſuch ſtruggles, and a careful ſearch 
into the foundation of the powers and privileges 
claimed and diſputed on the one fide and the other. 
I wiſh I could fay any thing more to your fatisfac- 

Vor. II. | C tion, 
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tion, but I cannot ; and I think, in all ſuch ca- 
ſes, the beſt inſtance I can give you of my friend- 
ſhip, is not to deceive you. | 

i here is a ſtatute in the latter end of king 
Henry the eighth's reign worthy of your — 
The title of it relates to the leaſes of hoſpitals, &c. 
and the tenor of it did, in my apprehenſion, 
always to imply, that, without the dean, maſter, 
c. nothing could be legally done by the corpora- 
tion. But the lawyers will not allow this to be 
good doctrine, and ſay, that ftatute (notwithſtand- 
ing a ccnſtant phraſe of it) Jetermines nothing of 
this kind, and, at the moſt, implies it only as to 
ſuch deaneries, c. where the dean, matter, c. 
| have the right of a negative, by ſtatute or uſage. 
And few lawyers there are, who will allow even 
thus much. I carnot explain myſelf farther on 
that head; but, when you peruſe the ſtatute, you 
will ſee what I mean ; though, after all, it does 
not, I believe, include Ireland. However, I 
look upon it as a declaration of the common law _ 
here in England. | 5 5 

I am ſorry you have any occaſion to write to 
me on theſe heads, and much forrier that I am 
not able to give you any tolerable account of 
them. God forgive thoſe, who have furniſhed me 
with this knowledge, by involving me deſfignedly 
in o thoſe ſquabtles. I thank God, I have for- 
given them. Sa a Nas 15 

I will enter into nothing but the enquiries of 
your letter, and therefore add not a word more, 
either in Engliſh or Latin, but tha: | am, with 
great eſteem, good Mr. Lean, your very affec- 
tiouate humble ſervant, Wh 
ps FPR. ROFFEN. 


LET: 
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LETTER CLXXX. 
Lady BOLINGBROKE * to Dr. SWIFT. 
D E A R 9 I R, Landon, Auguſt 4, 1 716. 


|| WISH your laſt had found me in the coun- 


try, but, to my misfortune, I am ſtill kept in 
town, ſoliciting my unfortunate buſineſs. I have 
found great favour from his majeſty. But form is 
a tedious thing to wait upon. Since tis my fate, 


I muſt bear it with patience, and perfect it, if 1 


can; for there is nothing like following buſineſs 
one's ſelf. I am unwilling to ſtir without the 
ſeals, which I hope to have ſoon. I have been 


very ill; this place never agreeing with me, 


and leſs now than ever, it being prodigious hot 


n 


I know not what to ſay as to one part of your's; 5 


only this, that you will forgive the fears of a wo- 


man, if ſhe ſays ſhe is glad it is as it is, tho” it has 
almoſt ruined her. I hope, one time or other, 


his majeſly will find my lord has been miſrepreſent- 


ed; and, by that means, he may be reſtored to 
his country once more with honour ; or elſe, 
however harſh it may ſound out of my mouth, I 
had rather wear black. Theſe are my real ſen- 
timents. I never th̃ught myſelf, nor my health, 
of any conſequence till lately; and ſince you tell 
me 'tis fo to the unworthy, as you pleaſe to term 
it. I ſhall take care of it; for the worthy, which 


I once thought fo, they are good for nothing, 
but to neglect diſtreſſed friends. Thoſe few friends 


I meet with now, are worth a thouſand relations: 


' *® © Frencer, firſt wiſe of the lord riſcount Balingbrcke, 


* 2 of Sir Henry Winchcomb, of Buclebury, in 
ert. , | | 


C3 that 


as 
that J found long ago. We have the happineſs 
of cdd, half-witted relations, and filly, obſtinate. 
opiniatre friends, that are a ſevere plague to meg 
I never could bave the pleaſure of talking one 


moment to the d- of O- * She had 
always company, and ſome that I wiſh ſhe had 
not. She is now out of town, and we do not 
correſpond at preſent. I wiſh her all happineſs, 
and in better hands as to her buſineſs. You have 
a much better opinion of me than I deſerve ; but 
Iwill ſtudy all I can to merit that favour, which 
you are kind to aſſure me of. | | 
I wiſh it were poſſible for us two to meet, that 
J might affure you, in perſon, that I am your's 
moſt faithfully. = oh | 
Your's came fafe. I hope this will to you. 
There is a lady, who never forgets you, and a 
particular friend to me, and has been a great 
comfort to me in my trouble; I mean my te- 
nant : ſhe is now in the country, to my grief. 


LETTER CLXXXL 
The Ducheſs of ORMOND to Dr. SWIFT. 
IX. September 14, 1716. 
1 H A D the ill fortune to miſs of that letter 


vou upbraid me with. I had deſerved any re- | 


proaches you could make me, if it had come to 
my hands, and | not made due acknowledgements 
fot your inquiries after me. Fil make you with 
you'd not been fo angry with me; for 1 will ſcrall 
out myſelf, what you'd rather Betty or my maid 
had, for they would have made ſhorter work of 


* «© Duchets of Ormend.” 
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it; but 1 will anſwer every part of your's, that 


you obliged me with by Mr. Ford. | | 
Firlt, as to the lady you mention, the reaſon I 
{ had not Gen her in a great while was, my being 
in the Country, To tell you the truth, I believe 
her huſband her been a better courtier, than either 
the, or any of her, could be; becauſe men have 


it in their power to lee. and I bel 4 
effectually done what lay * delieve her's 


You kindly aſk how my aft. fr. go. There is 


yet no end of them, and God only knows when 


there will be. For when every thing was thought 
done, a ſudden blaſt had blowa all hopes away, 


and then they gave me freſh expectations. In the 


mean time, I am forced to lire upon the borrow ; 


my goods all taken away; that I ſhan't have ſo. 


much as a bed to lie upon, but what I muſt buy; 


and no money of my own to co that with; fo that 


you may imagine me in a chearful way. I pray 
God ſupport me. f | 


The gentleman you enquired after is very well 


now. The illneſs you heard he had, he has been 
ſubject to a good while. What you deſire, I 


wiſh were in the power of either his brother or I; 
but all will go from both of us of every kind. 
Only they fay, that the cloaths upon my back I 


may perhaps call my own, and that's all. I 


was obliged to leave the country, I was fo 
ill there, that, it I had not come to the phy- 
ſiciane, I can't tell hat might have happened. 
My daughter is your moil tumble fervant, ard is 
pretty well in health. „%%% 
Am not ] one of my word, and troubled you 
twice as long as you'd have wifht? But you'll 


— Bud by this, that a woman's pen ſhoul no more 
be fer at work than her tongue; for ſhe never 
knows when to let either of em reit. But my 


paper pats 422 in mind, that l have but juit room 
t tell you | with much to fee you here, if it 
| 1 could 


| [3] 
could be with your ſatistaction; and that I am, 
with great fincerity, Sir, your faithful huwble 


ſervant. | ' uy 
M. OR MON D, 


LETTER CLIXXXII. 
Lord BOLINGBROK® to Dr. SWIFT. 


Z ------ | Ociber 23, 1716. 
Y T is a very great truth, that, among all the 


loſſ's, which J have ſuſtzined, none affected me 
more ſenſibly than that of your company ard cor—- 
reſpondence ; and vet, even now, I ſhould not 
venture to write to you, did not you j:0ovoke me 
to it. A commerce of letters between two men, 
who are out of the world, and who do not care 
one farthing to return into it again, muſt be of 
little moment to the ſtate; and yet I remember 
enough of that world, to know, that the moſt 
innocent things become criminal in {:me men, as 
the moſt criminal j ais applauded in others. 

Your letter breathes the fame ſpirit as your 
converfation at all times inſpired, even when the 
occaſions of practiſing the ſevereſt rules of virtu- 
ous fortitude ſeemed moſt remote, if ſuch occaſi- 
ons could ever ſeem remote to men, who are un- 
der the direction of your able and honeſt friend 
Sir Roger 8 | 

To write about myſelf is no agreeable taſk, but 
| your commands are ſufficient at once to determine 
and excuſe me. Know therefore, that my health 


is far better than it has been a great while; that 


the money, which 1 brought over with me will 


V Sir Roger is the name given to lord treaſurer Oxford, in 
the hiſtory of Bull. As Bclingbroke is known to have 
hated and deſpiſed the treaſurer, the words able and honeſt 
mult be taken irc nic (ily, | 

| hold 
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hold out ſome time longer; and that I have fe 
cured a {mall fund, which will yield in any part 
of the world a revenue ſufficient tor one, gui peut 
le retrencher meme avec plaiſir dans la mediacrite. 
1 uſe a French expreſſion, becauſe I have not one, 
that pleaſes me, read y in Engii/h. During feve- 
ral months after my leaving that obſ ute retreat, 
into which I had thrown myſelf laſt year, I went 
thro” all the mortifying citcumſtances imaginable. 
At preſent I enjoy, as far as | conſider myſelt, 
great complacency of mind; but this inward fa- 
tisfaction is imbittered, when I conſider the con- 
dition of my friends. They are got into a dark 
ho'e, where they grope about after blind guides; 
ſtumble from miilake to miſtake; joſtle againſt 
one another, and daſh their heads againſt the wall; 
and all this to no purpoſe. For aſſure yourtclf, 
that there is no returaing to light ; no going out, 
hut by going back. My flile is myſlic, but it 
is your trade to deal in myſteries, and therefore I 1 
add neither comment nor excuſe. You will un- 
derfland me; and I conjure you to be perſuaded, 
that if I could have half an hour's converſation 
with you, for which I would barter whole hours 
of life, you would ſtare, haul your wig, and bite 
paper more than ever you did in your life “. 
Adieu, dear friend; may the kindeſt influence 
of heaven be ſhed upon you. Whether we may 
ever meet again, that heaven only knows; if we 
do, what millions of things ſhall! we have to 
talk over ! In the mean while believe, that no- 
thing fits ſo near my keart as my cou3'ny and 
my friends; and that among theſe you ever 
| had, and ever ſhall have, a principal place. 

If you write to me, direct A Manjteur Charlot, 
cies Monſieur Caatillon, bangquicr, rue de Þ Ar- 
bre ſec. f. Once more adieu. | 


This is a ſtrong pig ure of Scuift's manner, 
The name of a fires in Paris, 
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LETTER Clxxxm. 
CHARLES FORD, Efq ; to Dr. SWIFT. 
SIR, Paris, Ofober 28th, [1716] 


I: J was to ſee you again, you would give 
twice as much as you offered fix weeks ago not to 
have ſeen me. By the fame rule, you might af- 
iord ſomething not to hear from me; but the in- 
_ cloſed came this morning to me, and I could not 
{end it away, without adding a few lines in the 
cover. They are not to put you again into the 
fpleen, but only to aſk how you do, and how 
you employ yourſelf ? Do the great defigns go on 
at Laracar +? Or have the rains put a ſlop to 
Four improvements, as well as to my journey? 
Ic will coſt you but a penny, and a few minutes, 
to anſwer theſe queſtions; and in return, you 
mall know any thing you defire to know of me in 
my travels. I ſhall go on as ſoon as we have five 
or fix days ſunſhine to dry the roads, and make 
the fineit country in the world ſupportable. I 
am laughed at here, when I talk of travelling, 
and yet of waiting for fair weather ; but to me 
the journey is the preateſt part of the pleaſure. 
And whereas my companion is continually wiſhing 
himſelf at Rome, I wiſh Rame was a thouland 
- (eapues farther, that I might have more way to 
vai in France and Italy. „„ 
[t you will do me the favour to write to me, 
_ diret to be left with Mr. Cantillon, banker, in 
Furts, Tyne | TI am, Oc. | 


. The cean's living. 
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L)TTER CLAXWV. 
ERASMUS LEWIS, Eſq; to Dr. SWIFT. | 
SIR, London, January the 12th, 1716-17. 


ABOUT two months ago I ſent you a very 
long epiſtle, and was in hopes you would either 


bave made us a viſit, or have let us heard from 


you. Since you have done neither, we muſt flat- 
ter ourſelves, that you will be beiter the new year 
than the former. | 

Our friend Prior, not having had the viciſſitude 


of human things before his eyes, is likely to end 
his days in as forlorn a ſtate as any other poet 


has done before him, if his friends do not take. 


more care of him than he did of himſelf. There- 
| fore, to prevent the evil, which we tee is coming 
on very faſt, we have a project of printing his 
Solomon, and other poetical works, by ſubſcrip- 
tien; one guinea to be paid in hand, and the 


other at the delivery of the book. He, Arbuth- 
nott, Pope, and Gay, are now with me, and re- 
member you. It is our joint requeſt, that you 
will endeavour to procure ſome ſubicriptions : you 
will give your receipts for the money you receive, 

and when you return it hither, you ſhall have 
others in lieu. There are no papers printed 
here, nor any adyertiſements to be publiſhed ; for 


the whole matter is to be managed by friends in 


ſuch a manner, as ſhall be leaſt ſhocking to the 
dignity of a plenipotentia x.. 
lam told the archbiſhop of D.4/in ſhews a let- 
ter of your's, refleQing on the high-flying cler gy. 
I fanſy you have writ to him in an ironical file, 
and that he would have it otherwiſe underſtood. 
This will bring to your mind what J have formerly 
C $ tt ſaid 
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faid to you on that figure. Pray condeſcend to ex- 
plain this matter to me. The removal of my lord 
Townſhend has given a little ſpirit ; but that will 
ſoon flag, if the king, at his return, does not 
e erther changes. What meatures his majeſty 
e is unceriain ; but this we are very fure 
the Civiſion of the whigs is ſo great, that, 
Hiking. nothing but another rebellion 
1n1.e them. Sunderland, Stanhnpe and 
e of one file ; Townſhend Walpole, 
-»« ſhire, and the chancellor “, of the 
ter ſeem ar preſent to be ſtrongeſt ; 
ner appear with a German rein- 


"I'M u doubtecly turn the balance. 
The ik ing their court to the tories, 
who |. ee a do y by themſc Ives, and 
not ive a8 d either of the other two. 


Lord T;-»nſhe-4s i; nds give out, that his diſ- 
grace is ving o eluſing four things; viz. to 
keep np the army; repeal the limitations of the 
ſucce han- act; to ſend money to Germany for 
ca ingen a war again Seerden ; ani to attaint 
10... ODæfard. When lord Sunderland F comes 
over, he will probable cry ævhore again, and en- 

devour to ſaddle lord Ty:vnfhend in his turn. 
For theſe reproaches now ate like that of Facobi- 
tiſin in former reigns. We are told that lord Bo- 
lingbroake has permiſſion to ſtay in France, not- 
withſtanding the late treaty, provided he retires 
from Paris. I am, c. | ; 


* © Wiliam earl Cooper.” | 8 
By whoſe intrigues the lord viſcount T:wnfberd had 
been removed from the poſt of ſecretary of ſtate, which was 
given to James Stanhope, afterwards earl Stanhope.” 
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LETTER CLXXXV. 
ERASMUS LEWIS, EN; to Dr. SWIFT. 
SI R, Londan, June the 15th, 1717. 
1 AST night I received your's of the 5th 


inſtant; and ſince you tell me I am your only 


correſpondent, I think I ought to be more punc- 


tual in my returns, and the more full in what re- 


lates to our friends here. You'll fee by the pub- 
lic prints that Monday next come ſe'ennight is ap- 


pointed for the trial of my lord Oxford, and that 
no leſs than fix and-twenty doughty members are 


appointed to manage it. The lords have likewite 


| ſettled the whole forms of the proceedings. My 
lord has aſked that two lawyers more might be 
added to his council: yet is all this but a farce; 
for there is not a creature living, who thinks he 
will ever be tried; for they publicly own, that 
they neither have, nor ever had, any evidence; 


and laugh at impeachments, and attainders, and 


party-gambols; and fay, that all people deſerve 
to be fo puniſhed, who preſume to diſpoſſeſs the 
wigs of their indefeaſible right to the adminittra- 


tion. But fince he is not to be tried, the next 


queſtion is, In what manner is he to be brought 

off, fo as to fave the honour of his proſecutors? I. 
think it will be by an act of grace. Others ſay, 
it will be by the commons aſking more time, and 
the lords of their party agreeing to refuſe it. Put 
as we are wholly ignorant of their intentions it 13 


poflible neither of theſe onefles may be right, 
ad that they may keep him yet another year in 


priſon; which my lord Marilorcugb ſeems paſ- 
ſionately to Cefire. | : 
We labour here under all the diſadvantages ia 


the world in every reſpect ; for the tide of party 
OED | cuz 


1 

runs ſtill very ſtrong every where, but in no place 
more than in Weſtminſtar- Hall. Thoſe on this 
| fide, whoſe honour and intereſt both require, that 
all people, who pay obedience, ſhould be pro- 

tected, feem to want a capacity to govern ; and 
the fimilitude of circumſtances between the 2 
and the regent render the latter a firm ally, con- 
trary to the natural intereſt of France. Thus we 
are ſecure from any foreign enemy, 

I agree with you, that Snape's letter + is really 
but a letter, and that it is much too ſhort and too 
flight for ſuch a ſubject However, hisgrerit was 
great, in being the firſt to give the alarm to his 
brethren, and ſettling himſelf in the front of the 
battle againſt his adverſaries. In thoſe reſpects, 
his letter has had its full effect. 

I defire you will be as quick as you can in the 
aſſiſtance you intend Prior ; for thoſe, who ſub- 
ſcribed here, are impatient to have their books ; 
and we cannot keep it off much longer, without 
paſting for common cheats. Dr. Arbuthnott, and 

r. Charleton, and I, remember you often. IL. a- 
dy Maſbam always aſks for you very affeQi-nately. 
By the way, I am perfectly reſtored to grace 
| , and ain invited to their houſe in the coun- 

try. As ſoon as lord Oxford's affair is over, I in- 
tend to go amongſt my friends in the country, not 
to return hither till about Michae/mas. But, if 
you'll direct to me at my houſe in town, your let- 
ters will be conveyed to me, where-ever I am. 
Mr. Noch fort | ſeems to have a great many good 


* © K:ng ſhould probably fill the blank.“ FE 
+ © To the biſhop of Bangor, Dr. Hoadly, occafioned by 
dis lordſhip's ſermon preached before the king, on March 31, 
9.1 concerning the nature of the kingdom and church of 
Chriſt.” | | 
T The dean was intimate with a family of this name in 
Jreland, and, among his works, is a poem, called, The Caun- 
zry Life, written while he was ſpending part of a ſummer at 
the houſe of George Rochfort, Eſq ; fon of the lord chief ba- 
ron of that name. | | | 


qualities, 


TT 
qualities, and I am heartily glad he has met with 
luccels. Adieu. | 


LETTER cLXXxXVI. 
ERASMUS LEWIS, Eſq ; to Dr. SWIFT. 
SIR, London, June the 18th, 1717. 


H AVING acquainted yon in my letter of 
laſt poſt, that it was the univerſal opinion the 
commons would not proceed to the trial of my 
lord Oxford, I think myſelf cblized to tell you, 
that we begin now to be ſomething doubtful ; for 
the managers, who are twenty-ſeven in number, 
ſtrenuouſly give out, that they ſhall be ready to 

proceed on Monday next. Therefore, if you have 
any thoughts of coming ovel, let not any thing, 
which I have ſaid in my laſt, have any weight 
with you to alter that reſolution. I am wholly 
taken up with the men of the law, and therefore 
have nothing to ſay to you at preſent upon any 
public matters. I ſhall only juſt trouble you with 
one word relating to a private affair. My bro- 
ther is chaplain to Sir Charles Hotham's regiment, 
which is now ordered to [reland. If you conld 
find any young fellow, who would buy that com- 
miſſion, my brother thinks his patron, my lord 
Carliſle, will eafily prevail with my lord duke of 
Bollon for leave to diſpoſe of it. I ſhould be very 
glad you could find him a chapman. N 


L ET. 
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LETTER CLXXVII. 
ERASMUS LEWIS, Eſq; to Dr. SWIFT. 
SIR, Landon, July the 24, 1717. 


1 HAVE the pleaſure to inſorm you, that 
lord Oxford's impeachment was diſcharged laſt 
night, by the unanimous conſent of all the lords 
preſent; and, as nearly as I could count, their num- 
ber was one hundred and fix, the duke of Mar/- 
borough, my lord Cadogan, lord Coningſby, and a 
few others of the moſt violent, having withdrawn 
themſelves before the lords came into Weftminſter- 
hall. The acclamations were as great as upon 
any occaſion ; and our friend, who ſeems more 
formed for adverſity than proſperity, has at pre- 
ſent many more friends, than ever he had before, 
in any part of his life. I believe he will not have 
the fewer, from a meſſage he received this morn- 
ing from the K —, by my lord chamberlain, to 
forbid him the court. You know the proſecuti- 
on was at firſt the reſentment of a party ; but it 
became at laſt = ridiculous buſineſs, weakly car- 
ried on by the impotent rage of a woman; I mean 
of my lady Marlborough, who is aimolt diltrafted, 
that ſhe could not obtain her revenge. 
Il am now going out of town, with an intention 
to roll about from place to place, till about Mi- 
chaeimas next. Direct to me hither as uſual, and 
your letter will be conveyed to me wherever 1 
am. 5 
Dr Aributhnott, Mr. Charleton, and Mr. Cur- 
rey, have dined with me tn-day, and you have 
not been forgot. I was in hopes we ſhould have 
| ſeen you ere this. The doctor fays, you wait for 
the act of grace. If io, I hope to fre you by next 
winter. Iam, fc. 
| LET- 


r 
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"LETTER CLXXXVIIL 
Mr. PRIOR to Dr. SWIFT. 
DEAR SIR, Weſtminſter, July 30, 1717. 


1 H AV E the favour of four letters from you, 
of the ninth, thirteenth, ſixteenth, and twentieth 


jaſtant. They all came fafe to me, however va- 


riouſly directed. I ind myſelf equaily comforted 


by your philoſophy, and aſſiſted by your fiiend- 


alp. You will eaſily imagine, that I have an 
hun ted things to ſay to you, which for as many 
reaſons I omir, and only touch upon that buſineſs, 
ro which, in the pride of your heart, you give the 
epithet forry. “. T return you the names of thoſe, 


who were kind enough to {ubſcribe, that you 


may ſee, if they are rightly ſpelt, as likewiſe the 
right titles put to them, Cc. I am ſenſible this 
has given you too much trouble, but it is too late 
now to make an apology. Let Mr. Lewis, who 
is now with me, do it for me, at what time, and 
in what manner, he pleaſes. I take it for grant- 
ed, that whatever I writ, as whatever is writ to 
me, will be broke open; ſo you'll expect nothing 
from me, but what you may have as particularly 
from the Poſt-bay. We are all pretty well in 


| hez!th. I have my old whoreſon cough, and I 


think I may call it mine for life. The earl + is 
ſemper idem. Lord Harley is in the country. 
Our brotherhood extremely diſperſed; but fo as 
that we have been three or four times able to get 
as many of the tociety together, and drink to our 
abſent friends. I have been made to believe, that 


* Subſcriptions for Mr. Prior's poems procured by the 
denn. The ſubſcripuon was tv-o guineas. | 


＋ Of Oxferd, | 


we 


1 
we may ſee your reverend perſon this ſummer in 
England, if ſo, I ſhall be glad to mect you at 


any place; but, when you come to Lond:n, do 


not go to the Cocoa: Tree, (as you ſent your letter) 


but come immediately to Duke-Street, where you 
ſhall find a bed, a book, and a candle: fo pray 


think of ſojourning no where elſe. Pray give my 
ſervice to all friends in general. I think, as you 
have ordered the matter, you have made the 
greater part of /re/and liſt themſelves under that 
number. I do not know how you can recompenſe 
them, but by coming over to help me to correct 
the book, which I promiſe them. | 

' You will pardon my having ufed another hand, 
fince it is ſo much better than my own ; and, be- 
lieve me, ever with greateſt truth, dear Sir, 
your's, Mm RIOE 


LETTER CLAXXIX. 
: The Earl of OXFORD to Dr. SWIFT. 
_ | Auguſt, 6, 1717. 
T WO years retreat has made me 8 


converſation of my deareſt friend with a greater 
reliſh, than ever at the time of my being charmed 


with it in our frequent journĩes to Mindſor. Three 


of your letters have come ſafe to my hands. The 


firſt about two years ſince: that my ſon keeps as 


a family monument. The other two arrived ſince 
che firſt of July. My heart is often with you, 
| but I delayed writing in expectation of giving a 
perfect anſwer about my going to Brampton ; but 
the truth is, the warmth of rejoicing in thoſe 


parts is ſo far from abating, that Tam perſuaded 
dy my friends to go into Cambridgeſhire, where 
wel - 
come 


3 you ate too juſt not to believe you will be 
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come before any one in the werld. The longing 
your friends have to ſee you mutt be ſubmitted to 
the judgment yourſelf makes of all circumſtances. 
At preſent this ſeems to be a cooler climate, than 
your iſland is like to be, when they aſſemble, Te. 
Our impatience to ſee you ſhould not draw you in- 
to uneaſineſs. We long to embrace you. if you 


find it may be of no inconvenience to yourſelf. 


OXFORD. 


ARKTTLK 
Mr. PRIOR to Dr. SWIFT. 
Heathrop, in Oxfordſhire, Auguſt 24, 1717. 


O U R's, my good friend. of the ſixth, finds 
me in Oxfordſbire with the duke of Shrew/bury, 


which would ſooner have been knowledged, had 
it ſtayed in London. Before I left that pious city, 


I made due enquiries into the methoes and regula- 


_ rity of your correſpondence with the earl“. He 


has received your letters ; he will anſwer them, 


but not ta-day, ſcut olim. Nothing can change 


him. I can get no poſitive anſwer from him, 
nor can any man elſe ; ſo trouble yourſelf no more 
on that head than he does. He is ſtill in London, 


and poſſibly has anſwered you; while I ain a lit- 


tle arraigning his neglect, but in all caſes /iberavi 
animam meam. | | 
I wiſh you were in England, that you might a 
little look over the ſtrange ſtuff, that I am to give 
our friends for their money. I ſhall be angry, if 
you are near and not with me; but when I fee 
you, that weighty queſtion may eaſily be decided. 
In the mean time, I am taking your good counſel, 
and will be in the country as much as | can, 
* Of Oxford. 
You 
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You have found two miſtakes in the lift, but 


| Have not corrected them. I preſume we ſhall have 
it of the beſt edition, when you ſend the liſt back 
again; of which, I ſay, no haſte is required. 
Give my ſervice and thanks to all friends; re- 
ſerve only to yourſclf the aſſurance of my being, 
beyond expreſſion, my friend, yours, 
| M. PRIOR. 


LETTER CXCL. 
Mr. ADDISON to Dr. SWIFT. 
DEARSIR, March 20, 1717-18. 
| M ULTIPLICITY of buſineſs, and a long 


ſome time ſince: but, God be thanked, I cannot 

make uſe of either of theſe excuſes at preſent, be- 
ing entirely free both of my office + and my althma. 
I dare not however venture myſelf abcuad yet, 
but have ſent the contents of your laſt to a friend 
of mine (for he is very much ſo, tho' he is my 
fucceſſor t) who I hope will turn it to the advan- 
tage of the gentleman whom you mention. I 
| know you have ſo much zeal and pleaſure in doin 


kind offices for for thoſe you wiſh well to, that 1 


hope you repreſent the hardſhip of the caſe in the 


ſtrongeſt colours, that it can poſſibly bear. How - 


ever, as] always honoured you for your good na- 
ture, which is a very odd quality to celebrate in a 
man, who has talents fo much more ſhining in the 


eyes of the world, I ſhould be glad, it I could 


FH of ſecretary of ſtate, which poſt Mr. Addiſen re: gned 
on the fouricenth of March. 1717-18, and had a penulon 


granted him of one thouſand five hundred pouads a year.” 
13 James Crages, Eſq;' 98 


any 


dangerous fit of ſickneſs, prevented me from an- | 
ſwering the obliging letter you honoured me with 
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any way concur with you, in putting a ſtop te 
what you ſay is now in agitation. 

I muſt here condole with you upon the loſs of 
that excellent man, the biſiop of Derry“, who 
has ſcarce left behind him his equal in humanity, 
agreeable converfation, and all Einds of learning. 
We have often talked of you with great pleaſure ; 
and, upon this occaſion, I cannot but reflect up- 
on myſelf, who, at the fame time that I omit no 
opportunity of expreſſing my eſteem for you to 


others, have been ſo negligent in doing it to your- 


ſelf. I have ſeveral tiwes taken up my pen to 
write to you, but have been always interrupted by 
ſome impertinence or other; and, to tell you un- 


reſervedly, I have been unwilling to anſwer fo 


agreeable a letter. as that I received from you, 
with cne wriiten in form only; but I myfl ſtill 


have continued filent, bad I deferred writing. 


till I could have made a ſuitable return. Shall we 
never again talk together in lacunic ? Whenever 
you ſee England, your company will be the moſt 
acceptable in the world at Hol/and- Hauſe, where 
you are highly eſteemed by lady Warwick, and 
the young lord, though by nore any where more 
than by, Sir, your molt faithful and moſt obedient 
humble ſervant, J. ADDISON. 


LETTER CXCI. 

Lord HARLEY to Dr. SWIFT. 
3 April 12, 1718. 
H IS lordſhip writes to the dean, that he 
hopes to fee him at Vimple this year: that lord 
Oxford was well, and talked of going into Here- 
feraſbire. He adds, your ſiſter is obliged to go 


« * Dr, Narciſſus Marſh,” : 
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to Bath, preſents her humble ſervice, and defires 


| you to accept of a little etuy. I beg you will not 
deny me the favour to take the ſnuſf-box, which 


comes along with it, to ſupply the place of that, 


which was broke by accident ſome time ago. I 
am, with true reſpect, your moſt humble tervant, 
and brother, HARLEY. 
LETTER CXC.. 
Mr. PRIOR t Dr. SWIFT. 
DEAR SIR, | May. 1, 1718. 
A PRETTY kind of amuſement I have 


been engaged in; comma's, ſemicolons, italics, 
and capitals, to make nonſenſe more pompous, 


and furbelow bad poetry with good printing. My | 


friends letters, in the mean time, have lain un- 
anſwered; and the obligations I have to them, on 
account of the very book itſelf, are unacknowledg- 


ed. This is not all; I mufl beg you once more 
to transfer to us an intire liſt of my ſubſcribers, | 


with their diſlinct titles, that they may, for my 


honour, be printed at the beginning of my book. 


This will eafily be done by reviſing the liſt, which 
we ſent to you. I muſt pray of you that it may 
be exact. | 

E 


has as much buſineſs to do now, as when he 


was governing England, or impeached fer treaſon. | 


He is ſtill in town, but going in a week or ten days 
into Here fordſbire. Lord and lady Harley are at 
the Bath, and as ſoon as I ſhall have ſettled my 
affairs of the printing-preſs, (ſad buſineſs ! as you 


very well call it,) I ſhall go into the country to 


them. 


* Lord Oxford, | 


- 
Ll 


| 


8 0 has not at all diſap- 
pointed my expectations. He is ſemper idem, and | 


tenſes? 


1 

My health, I thank you, is pretty good. My 
courage better. I drink very often to your health, 
with tome of our friends here ; and am always, 
with the greateſt truth and affection, dear Sir, 


your obliged and moſt obedient tervant, 


M. PRIOR. 


LETTER CXCIV. 
Mr. PRIOR to Dr. SWIFT. 
DEAR SIR, May 29, 1718. 


| I HAVE received vour's of the ſixth, with 

the liſt correQted. I have two colon and comma 

men. We correct and — to publiſh, as faſt as 
_ 


the nature of this great or ſorry work, as you call 
it, will dear; but we ſhall not be out before Chri- 
mas, ſo that our friends abroad may compleat 


their collection till Michae/mas, and be returned 
' ſoon enough to have their names printed and their 
| books got ready for them. =” 


Jam going to-morrow morning to the Bath, to 
meet lord Harley there. I ſhall be back in a 
month. The earl of Oxford is (till here. He 
will go into Herefordſbire tome time in June. He 
ſays he will write to you himſelf. Am I particu- 
lar enough ? Is this proſe? And do I diſtinguiſh 

NR nothing more to tell you, but that 
you are the happieſt man in the world; and, if 
you are once got into la bagatelle, you may de- 


ſpiſe the world. Beſides contriving emblems, ſuch 
as Cupids, torches, and hearts for great letters, 


] am now unbinding two volumes of printed heads, 


to have them bound together in better order than 


they were before. Don't you envy me? For the 

reſt, matters continue ficut clim. I will not tell 

you how much 1 want you, and I cannot tell you. 
how 
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how well I love you. Write to me, my dear 

dean, and give my ſervice to all our friend. 

' Your's ever, M. PRIOR. | 
LETTER CXCV. 

Mr. PRIOR to Dr. SWIFT. 

MY DEAR DEAN, 


London, Sept. 25, 1718. | 


I HAVE now made an end of what you, 
in your haughty manner, call wretched work. | 
My book is quite printed off; and if you are as 
much upon the bagatelle, as you pretend to be, 
you will find more pleaſure in it than you imagine. 
We are going to print the ſubſcribers names: if, 
therefore, you have any by you, which are not 


yet remitted, pray ſend them over by the next | | 


poſt. If you have not, pray ſend me word of that 
too; that, in all cafes, I may at leaft hear from | 
you. E—— of O-— has been in town all this | 
ſummer, is now going into Herefordſhire, and 
ſays he ſhall ſee you very ſoon in England. I would 
tell you with what pleaſure this would be, if! 

knew upon' what certainty the hopes of it were 
founded. Write me word of this too ; for upon | 
it I would order my matters fo, that I may be as 
much with you as I can; and this you will find no 
little favour; for I aſſure you we ate all ſo change), 
that there is very little choice of ſuch company as 
| you would like; and, except about eighteen 
hundred, that have ſubſcribed to my book, I do 
not hear of as many more in this nation, that have 
common ſenſe. My coufin Pennyfatber, and 
Will. Phillits, drink your health. I cough, but 
am otherwiſe well; and till I ceaſe to cough, 5. e. 
to 


1 
to live, I am, with entire friendſhip and affection, 
dear Sir, your moſt obedient and humble fervant, 
LETTER CXCVI. 
Mr. ADDISON to Dr. SWIFT. 
DEAR SIR, Briſtol, Ober 1, [1718] 


I HAVE received the honour of your letter 
at Briftel, where I have juit finiſhed a courſe 


of water-drinking, which I hope bas pretty well 
recovered me from the leavings of my laſt winter's 


| ſickneſs. As for the ſubject of your letter, tho” 


you know an affair of that nature cannot well nor 
ſafely be truſted in writing, I deſired a friend of 
mine to acquaint Sir Ralph Gore, that I was under 
a pre-engagement, and not at my own choice to 


 atinit, and have fince troubled my lady Aſbe 


with a letter to the fame effect, which I hope has 
not miſcarried. However, upon my return to 
London, I will farther enquire into that matter, 
and ſee, if there is any room left for me to nego- 
ciate as you propoſe. | | 

I live till in hopes of ſeeing you in England, and 
if you would take my houſe at Bi/ton in your way, 
(which lies upon the road within a mile of Rughy ) 
] would ftrain hard to meet you there, provided 


you would make me happy in your company for 


ſome days. The greateſt pleaſure I have met with 
for ſome months, is in the converſatiun of my old 
friend Dr. Smaldridge, who, fince the death of 
the excellent man you mention, is to me the maſt 
candid and agreeable of all biſhops ; I would fay 
clergymen, were not deans comptehended under 
that title. We have often talked of you; and 
when I aſſure you he has an exquilite taſte of 

| . writing, 
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writing, I need not tell you how he talks on ſuch 
a ſubject. I look upon it as my good fortune, 
that I can expreſs my eſteem of you, even to thoſe, 
who are not of the bilhop's party, without giving 
offence. When a man has ſo much compaſs in 
his character, he affords his friends topics enough 
to enlarge upon, that all ſides admire. I am ſure 
a zealous friendly behaviour diſtinguiſhes you as 
much as your many more ſhining talents ; and as 
L have received particular inſtances of it, you muſt 
have a very bad opinion of me, if you do not think 
L heartily love and reſpect you; and that I am 
ever, dear Sir, your moſt obedient, and moſt hum- 
ble ſer vant, | 


J. ADDISON. 


LETTER CXCVI. 
D:. ARBUTHNOTT to Dr. SWIFT. | 
| DEAR SIR, London, October 14, 1718. | 


j H I'S ſerves for an envelope to the incloſed ; 
for I cannot tell whether you care to hear from 
any of your friends on this ſide. In your laſt, I 
think, you defired me to let you alone to enjoy 
your own ſpleen. Can you purchaſe your fifty 
pounds a year in Wales? Vet J can tell you, be- 
forehand, Lewis ſcorns to live with you there. 
He keeps company with the greateſt, and is 
principal governor in many families. I have been 


in France ; fix weeks at Paris, and as much at | 


Rouen; where, I can aſſure you, I hardly heard 
u word of news or politics, except a little clutter 
about fending ſome impertinent preſidents du par- 
liament to priſon, that had the impudence to talk 
tor the laws and liberties of their country. I was 
aſked tor Monſieur Swift by many people, 1 can 
aſſure 


1 
aſſure you; and particularly by the duke i Aumont. 
] was reſpectfully and kindly treated by many 
folks, and even by the great Mr. Laws *. Amongſt 


other things, I had the honour to carry an Iriſh 


lady + to court, that was admired beyond all ihe 
ladies in France for her brauty. She had great 
honours done her. The huſſar himſelf was or- 
dered to bring ker the king's cat to kits. Her 
name is Bennet. Amongſt other folks I taw your 
old friend lord Bu{ingbroke, who aſked for you. 
He looks juſt as he did. Your friends here are 
in good health; not changed in their ſentiments 
towa'ds you. [left my two girls in France with 


their uncle, which was my chief buſineſs. | 


| don't know that I have any friends cn | your fide, 


*The contriver of the Miſſiſſipĩ ſcheme. 
F The celebrated beauty dieſe _ Bennet, on whom 
theſe lines were written, | | 


For when as Nelly came to Frexce, 

(Invited by — couſins} _ 

Acroſs the Tuilleries, each glance 
Kill'd Frenchmen by whole dozens. 


The king, as he at dinner fat, 
Did beckon to his huſſar, 

And bid him bring his tabby cat, 
For charming Well to buſs her. 


The ladies were with rage provok'd. 

Loo ſee her fo reſpeted: 

The men look'd arch, as Nelly ſtrok d, 
Ad _ her tail erected. 


But not a man did look employ, 
Except on pretty Nelly ; 
Then ſaid the duke de 2 
Ab u elle oft bien jolie ? 


> The courtiers all, with one accord, 
Broke out in Nelly's pos 1 
Admir'd her roſe, and fo ans tarde, 
Which are you _ rang-ifes. 


Vor. II. be- 
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beſides Mr. Ford, to whom give my ſervice, and 
to Dr. Parnell and Mr. Ferwvoije. 

If it be poſſible for you, obey the contents of 
the incloſed; which, I ſuppoſe, is a kind invita- 
tion. The dragon is juſt as he was, only all his 
old habits ten times ſtronger upon him than ever. 
Let me beg of you not to forget me, for I can ne- 


rer ceaſe to love and eſteem you, being ever your 


moſt affectionate and obliged humble fervant, 
e ARBUTHNOTT.. 
LETTER r 
Dr. ARBUTHNOTT to Dr. SWIFT. 
DEAR BROTHER, Londen, Dec. 11, 1718. 


for a certain reverence I pay to deans, I find you 
wiſh both me and yourſelf to live to be old and 
rich. The ſecond goes in courſe along with the 
firſt ; but you cannot give ſeven (that is the tythe 
of ſeventy) good reaſons for either. Glad at my 
heart ſhould I be, if Dr. Helſpam or I could do 
you any good. My ſervice to Dr. He//bam: he 
does not want my advice in the caſe. I have 
done good lately to a patient and a friend, in 
that complaint of a vertigo, by cinnabar of an- 


timony and caſtor, made up into bolus's with 


confect. of alkermes. I had no great opinion of 
the cinnabar; but, trying it amongſt other things, 
my friend found of this preſcription. I had 
tried the caſtor alone before, not with fo much 
ſucceſs. Small quantities of tinctura ſacra, now 
and then, will do you good. There are twenty 


lords, I believe, would ſend you horſes, if they 


knew how. One or two have offered to me, who, 
I believe, would be as good as their words. Mr. 
Roxwe, the poet laureat, is dead, and has left a 

8 | damned 


OR fo I had called you before, were it not 
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11 
damned jade of a Pega/us. Pll anſwer for it, he 
won't do as your mare did, having more need 
of Lucan's preſent, than Sir Richard Blackmore. 
F would fain have Pope get a patent for life for 
the place, with a power of putting in Darfey his 


deputy. The dragon is come to town, and was 


entering upon the detail of the reaſons of ſtate, 


that kept him from appearing at the beginning, 


Sc. when I did believe, at the ſame time, it was 
only a law of nature, to which the dragon is moſt 


ſubject, Remanere in ſtatu in quo eff nift deturbeter 
ab extrinſeco. Lord Harley and lady Harley give 


you their ſervice. Lewis is in the country with 
lord Barburſt, and has wrote me a moſt dreadful 


ſtory of a mad dog, that bit their huntſman ; | 
| fince which accident, I am told, he has ſhorten- 


ed his ſtirrups three bores ; they were not long 


before. Lord Oxford preſented him with two 


horſes. He has told one, and ſent the other to 
graſs, avec beaucoup de ſageſſe. I do not believe 
the ſtory of lord Bolirghroke's marriage, for I 
have been conſalted about the lady ; and, by 


ſome defects in her conſtitution, I ſhould not 


think her appetite lay much towards matrimony. 
There is ſome talk about reverſing his attainder ; 


but I wiſh he may not be — I am 


for all precedents of that kind. They ſay the 
pretender is like to have his chief miniſter im- 
peached. He has his wife priſoner. The foot- 
men of the houſe of commons chooſe their ſpeak- 
er, and impeach, Cc. I think it were proper, 
that all monarchs ſhould ſerve their apprentice- 
os as pretenders, that we might diſcover their 


defects. Did you ever expect to live to ſee the 


duke of Ormond fighting againſt the proteſtant 
ſucceſſion, and the duke of Berwick fighting for 
it? Frauce, in confederacy with Erg/and, to re- 
duce the exorbitant power of Spain? I really 
think there is no ſuch good reaſon for ring till 
ſeventy, as curioſity. You fay vou are ready to 


2 . 


„„ 
reſent it as an affront, to ſay, that a lady, hard- 
ly known or obſerved for her beauty in Ireland, 
is a curioſity in France. All deans naturally fall 
into paralogiſms. My wife gives you her kind 
love and ſervice, and, which is the firſt thing, 
that occurs to all wives, wiſhes you well married. 


LETTER CXCIX. 
Lord BOLINGBROKE to Dr. SWIFT. 
March the 17th, 1719, [N. S.] 


I HAVE not theſe ſeveral years taſted fo ſen- 
fible a pleaſure, as your letters of the 16th of Fa- 

wuary and 16th of February gave me; and | know 
enough of the tenderneſs of your heart, to be aſ- 
ſured, that the letter I am writing will produce 
much the fame effect on you. I feel my own 
pleaſure, and I feel your's. The trueſt reflec- 
tion, and, at the ſame time, the bittereſt ſatyr, 
which can be made on the preſent age, is this; 
that, to think as you think, will make a man 
paſs for romantic. Sincerity, conſtancy, tender- 
neſs, are rarely to be found. They are ſo much 
out of uſe, that the man of mode imagines them 
to be out of nature. We meet with few friends ; 
the greateſt part of thoſe, who paſs for ſuch, are, 
properly ſpeaking, _— more than acquain- 
tance; and no wonder, fince Tully's maxim is 
certainly true, that friendſhip can ſubſiſt nor ni, 
inter boxes, at the age of life, when there is balm 
in the blood, and that confidence in the mind, 
which the innocency of our own heart inſpires, 
and the expericnce of other men's deſtroys. I 


was apt to confound my acquaintance and my | 


friends together. I never doubted but that I had 
a numerous Conor! of the latter. I expected, if 
ever 1 fell inio micic;cune, to have as many, and 


_— * 
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25 remarkable inſtances of friendſhip to produce, 


as the Scythian, in one of Lacian's Dialogues, 
draws from his nation. Into theſe misfortunes 


| 1 have fallen. Thus far my propitious ſtars have 


not diſappointed my expectations. The reit have 
almoſt entirely failed me. The fire of my adrer- 
fity has purged the maſs of my acquaintance ; 


and, the ſeparation made, I diſcover, on one 


fide, an handful of friends ; but, on the other, 
a legion of enemies, at leaſt of ſtrangers. Hap- 


pily this fiery trial has had an effect on me, which 


makes me ſome amends. I have found lefs re- 
ſource in other people, and more in myſelf, than 


expected. I make good, at this hour, the mot- 


to which I took nin: years ago, when I was weak 
enough to liſt again under the conduct of a 
man *, of whom nature meant to make a ſpy, or, 
at moſt, a captain of miners ; and whom for- 
tune, in one of her whimſical moods, made a 
general, 

] enjoy, at this hour, with very tolerable 
health, great tranquillity of mind. You will, 1 
am ſure, hear this with fſatisfaftion ; and ſure it 
is, that I tell it you without the leaſt affectation. 
I live, my friend, in a narrower circle than ever; 
but, I think, in a larger. When I look back on 


 whatis paſt, I obſerve a multitude of errors, but 
no crimes. I have been far from following the 
advice which Cælius gave to Cicero; Id melins «ff 


ftatuere quad tus ius fit and, I think, may ſay to 
myſelf, what Do abella ſays, in one of his letters, 
to the ſame Cicero: Satifuctum eff jam a te, vel 
officio, vel familiaritati : ſatisfactum etiam parti- 
bus, et ei reipublice, quam tu probabas. 4 
eft, ubi nunc eft reſpublica, ibi ſimus potins, quam, 
dum illam weterem ſe _ in nullã. What 
my memory has — on this head, (for I 


k ave neither books nor papers here concerning 


* Robert, earl of Oxford.” 
D 3 home 
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home affairs) is writ with great truth, and with 


as much clearneſs as I could give it. If ever we 
2 you will, 1 not think two or three 
t 


hours abſolutely thrown away in reading it. One 
thing I will venture to aſſure you of before-hand, 
which is, that you will think I never deſerved 
more to be commended, than whilſt I was the 
moſt blamed ; and that you will pronounce the 
higheſt part of my charaQter to be that, which 
has been diſguiſed by the nature of things, miſ- 
repreſented by the malice of men, and which 1s 
ſtill behind a cloud. In what 1s paſt, therefore, 
I find no great ſource of uneaſineſs. As to the 
preſent, my fortune is extremely reduced ; but 
my defires are ſtill more ſo. Nothing is more 
certain than this truth, that all our wants, be- 
yond thoſe, which a very moderate income will 


abr; are purely imaginary ; and that his hap- 


is greater, and better aſſured, who brings 
is mind up to a temper of not feeling them, than 


his, who 82 and has wherewithal wap 
ply them. Her. . i. ib. 1. 


Vids, que maxima credis, 

Ee mala, exiguum cenſum, tar pemy 3 repul- 
nn 5 | 

Vuanto devites, &c. 


Which 1 paraphraſed thus, not long ago, in 
wy poſt-chaile : 


Survey mankind, obſerve what riſques 1 run, 

What fanſy'd ills, thro” real dangers, ſhun ; 

Thoſe fanſy'd ills, ſo dreadful to the great, 

A loſt election, or impair'd eſtat:. | 

Obſerve the merchant, who, intent on gain, 

Affronts the terrors of the Indium main; 

Tho ſtorms ariſe, and broken rocks appear, 

He flies from poverty, and knows nc other fear. 
Vain 
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Vain men, who might arrive, with toil far leis, 
Ry ſmoother paths, at greater happineſs. 
For 'tis ſuperior bliſs, not to deſire „ 
That trifling good, which fondly you admire, 
Poſſeſs precarious, and too dear acquire. 
What hackney gladiator can you find, 
By whom the Olympic crown would be declin'd ? 
Who, rather than that glorious palm to ſeize, 
With ſafety combat, and prevail with eaſe, 
Would chuſe on ſome inglorious ſtage to tread, 
And, fighting, ſtroll from wake to wake for bread ? 


As to what is to happen, I am not anxious 
about it: on which ſubject, I have twenty fine 
quotations at the end of my pen; but, I think, 
it is better to own frankly to you, that, upon a 
principle (which I have long eſtabliſhed) that we 
are a great deal more mechanical than our vanity | 
will give us leave to allow, I have familiarized 
the worſt proſpects to «A. and that, by 
ſtaring want, ſolitude, neglect, and the reft of 
that train in the face, I have diſarmed them of 
their terrors. I have heard of ſomebody, who, 
whilſt he was in the Tower, uſed, every morn- 
ing, to lay down on the block, and fo act over 
his laſt ſcene. | 
Nothing diſturbs me, but the uncertainty of my 
ſituation, which the zeal of a tew friends, and 
the inveteracy of a great many enemies, enter 
tuin. The more prepared I am to paſs the re- 
mainder of my life in exile, the more ſenſibly 
thall I feel the pleaſure of returning to you, it 
his majeſty's unconditional favour, (the offers 6+ 
wkich prevented even my wiſhes) proves at Iaſi 
eſfectual. I cannot apply to myſeif, as you bid 
me do; Non til i parvum titgent um, neu iu- 
_ cultumeſt, and what follows; and, if ever we 
lire in the ſame country together, you ſhall not 
apply to me, Quad ſi frigida cararum fomenta 

reliuguere fs. | | 

D 4 I have 
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I have writ you, before I was aware of it, a 
long letter. The pleaſure of breaking fo long a 
flence tranſports me; and your ſentiment is a 
ſufficient excuſe. It is not fo enſy to find one 
for talking ſo much about mjſc!!; but I ſhall 
want none with you upon this ſcore. Adieu. 

This letter vzili get ſafe to Lonn; and from 
thence, I hope, we friend, to whom I recom- 
mend it, will nd neans of conveying it to you. 


— For God's ke, no more apologies for 
your quotations, uuleſs you mean, by accuſing 


yourſelf, to correct me. | 
There never was a better application than 
your's, of the ſtory of Pierſchole. The ſtorks will 


never come, and they muſt be porters all their 
| lives. They are ſomething worſe ; for I had ra- 


ther be a porter than a tool : I would ſooner lend 


out my back to hire, than my name. They are 


at this time the inſtruments of a ſaucy gardener, 
who has got a gold croſs on his ſtomach, and a 


red cap on his head. 


A poor gentleman, who puts me often in mind 


of one of Scandal's pictures in Congreve's play of 


ted with 


Love for Love, where a ſoldier is re 


his heart where his head ſhouid be, and no head 


at all, is the conductor of this doughty enter- 
prize; which will end in making their cauſe a 
jttle more deſperate than it is. Again, adieu. 

Let me hear from you by the ſame conveyance, 


that brings you this. I am in pain about your 


| health. From the 6th of January to the 16th of 
February is a long courſe of illneſs. f 


L Ez T. 


| 
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LETTER TC 
Mr. PRIOR to Dr. SWIFT. 
DEAR SIR, Wefminfter, May 5, [1719.] 


Once I love you with all the ties of inclina- 
tion and friendſhip, and wiſh you all the happi- 
neſs of life, health eſpecially, the chiefeit, you 
will pardon me being a little peeviſh, when I 
received your's of the twenty-eighth paſt, which 
told me I muſt not expect to ſee you here, and 
that you were not perfectly well at Dublin. I 
hope there is a little ſpleen mixed with your di- 
ſtemper; in which caſe your horſe may be your 
phyſician, and your phyſician may have the hap- 
pineſs of being your companion; an honour, 
which many here would envy him. As to the 
ſang froid of fifty, who has it not, that is worth 
converſing with, except Harley and Bathurſt ? at 
leaſt, make no more that ſort of complaint to me. 
Ilbæc commemorati eft quaſs exprobatio ; for fifty 
(as Mr. Locke obſerves) is equal to fifty; and a 
cough 1s worſe than the ſpleen. My bookſeller 
is a blockhead ; ſo have they all been, or worſe, 
from Chaucer”'s ſcrivener down to John and Faceb, 
Mr. Hyde only excepted, to whom my books in 
uires are conſigned, and the greateſt care taken, 
at they are rightly put up. Several of the ſub- 
ſeribers to you requiring their books here, have 
had them. I need not repeat my thanks to you, 
for the trouble this matter has given you; or in- 
treat your favour for Alma and Sc/omon. I ſhall 
perform your commands to the earl of Orfird, 
 femper iaem; and drink your health with our 
friends, which is all Ican do for ou at this diſtance, 
till your particular order enjoins me any thirg, 
dy which I may ſhew you, that 1 am, and deſire 
5 D 5 always 
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always to continue, with the greateſt truth and 
regard, Sir, your moſt obedient and moſt humble 


ſervant, | 
M. PRIOR. 


LETTER CCI. 
Mr. PRIOR to Dr. SWIFT. 
AVING ſpent part of my ſummer very 
agreeably in Cambridgeſhire with dear lord Harley, 
Lam returned without him to my own palace in 


 Duke-ffreet, whence I endeavour to exclude all the 
tumult and noiſe of the neighbouring Court of 


requeſts, and to live aut nihil agendo aut aliud 


p till he comes to town. But there is worſe 


han this yet. I have treated lady Harrio? * at 
Cambridge. Good God! a fellow of a college 
treat ! and ſpoke verſes to her + in a gown and 


cap! What! the plenipotentiary ſo far concerned 
in the damned peace at Utrecht; the man, that 
makes up half the volume of terſe proſe, that 
makes up the report of the committee, ſpeaking 
verſes ! Sic eſt, home ſum ; and am not aſhamed to 
fend thoſe very verſes to one, who can make much 
better. And now let me aſk you, How you do? 
and what you do? How your Tri country air 
agrees with you, and when you intend to take 

any Enghſh country air? In the {pring T will 
meet you where you will, and go with you where 


Lady Harriet Harley, only daughter of Edward lord 
Harley, and now ducheſs dowager of P:rtland.” 


7 © They are printed in what is called by the editor, 8a- 


muel Humphreys, Eſq; the third v:lume of Prior's Werks ; 
and are intitled. Verſes ſpelen ta Lady Henrietta Cavendiſh 
Holles Harley, in the Library of St. Jobn's College, Cam- 
bri'ge, Nov. 9, 1719.“ | 1 


you 


19 
you will; but I believe the beſt rendezvous will 


be Duke-ftreet, and the faireſt field for action 


Wimplet, the lords of both thoſe ſeats agreeing, 
that no man will be more welcome to either than 
yourſelf. - 

It is many months ſince the complaints of my 
ſubſcribers are redreſſed, and that they have 
ceaſed to call the bookfeller a blockhead, by 
transferring that title to the author. We have 
not heard from Mr. Hyde, but expect, that at 
his leiſure he will ſignify to Tox/or what may 
relate to that whole matter, as to the ſecond 


_ ſubſcriptions. In the mean time, I hope the 


books have been delivered without any miſtake ; 
and ſhall only repeat to you, that I am ſenſible 
of the trouble my poetry has given you, and re- 
turn you my thanks in plain proſe. Earl of Ox- 
ford, pro more ſuo, went late into the country, and 


continues there ſtill. Our friends are all well; 


ſo am I, 2% cum pituita moleſta eff ; which is at 


this preſent writing, and will continue fo all the 


winter. So with weak lungs, and a very 


heart, I remain always, Sir, your moſt obedient 


humble ſervant, ; 
. M. PRIOR. 
P. S. Service to Mart bea Pen- 
nyfeat hen, and all friends, 
Adieu. 


7 The ſeat of lord Harley, 


LET: 
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LETTER cen. 
The Ducheſs of ORMOND to Dr. SWIFT. 
April 18, 1720. 


; OUD dowd great reaſon to be angry with 
me, if my long 7 cx had been occafioned by 
any thing but my care of you; for having no 
_ fafe hand to ſend by till now, I would not write, 
for fear it might be conſtrued a fort of treaſon 
(miſpriſion at leaſt) for you to receive a letter 
from one half of a proſcribed man. I enquire 
of every body I ſee, that | imagine has either 
| ſeen you or heard from you, how you have your 
health ; for wealth and happineſs I don't ſuppoſe 
you abound in; for it is hard to meet with either 
| in the country you are in, and be honeſt as you 
are. I thank God our parliament has taken them 
to taſk, and, fincing how ill a uſe they made of 
their judicature when they had it, have thought 
it not fit to truſt them with it any longer . I 
hope the next thing will be to tax Ireland from 
hence, and then no more opportunities for bills 
of attainder, which is very happy; for elſe young 
Hopeful + might have been in danger. They 


“ehe houſe of peers in Ireland having tranſmitted to 
king George I. a long _ atation, ſetting forth their right 
to the final judicature of cauſes in that kingdom, the houſe 
ef lords in England reſolved, on the eighth o 5 
54 20, on the contrary, that the barons of the Exchequer 
eland had acted, in the affair of Auneſley and Sherlech, 


with courage, according to law, in ſupport of his majeſty's 


_ prerogative, and with fidelity to the crown of Great Britain; 
and a bill was ſoon after brought in, for the better ſecuring 


the dependency of the kingdom of bekad vyen the cxounet 


__ Great Britain.” 


+ © The ducheſs ſeems to mean the prince of Wales, af- 


terwards king George II. then von i temas wink bis tanker | 
and his father's miniſters,” | 
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were ſo good and obedient to the powers above, 
that whether there were reaſon or not, or as prince 
Butler ſaid, crime or no crime, the man was 
condemned, and a price ſet upon his head. 
Il want much to hear what you think of Great 
Britain; for all your relations here want much 
to ſee you, where are ſtrange changes every day. 
You remember, and fo do I, when the $:u/b-/ea 
was ſaid to be my lord Oxferd's brat, and muſt 
be ſtarved at nurſe. Now the king has adopted 
it, and calls it his beloved child; tho', perhaps, 
you may fay, if he loves it no better than his 
ſon, it may not be ſaying much : but he loves it 
as well as he does the ducheſs of & +, and 
that is ſaying a good deal. I wiſh it may thrive, 
for many of my friends are deep in it; I wiſh you 
were ſo too. I bclizve, by this time, you are 
very ſorry | have met with an opportunity of 
troubling you with this ſcraw]1; hut the ſtron 
mult bear with the infirmities of the weak ; — 
therefore, brother, I hope you will pardon the 
impertinencies of your poor ſiſter, whoſe brain 
may be reaſonably thought turned with all ſhe. 
has met with. But nothing will hinder her from 
being, as long as ſhe lives, moſt ſincerely your 
very humble ſervant, and faithful friend, 
. M. O RM OND. 


LETTER CCl. 
Mr. PRIOR to Dr. SWIFT. 
S1R, Waftminfler, May 4, 1720. 


From my good friend the dean [I have two 
letters before me, of what date I will not ſay, 


+ © Kendal, Erengard Melefina Schuylenberg, baroneſe 
of Sch uylenberg in Germany. She was created duckef* of 


| MKenda{by king George I. on the thirtieth of April, 1719.” 


and 
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and I hope you have forgot, that call out for 
| vengeance; or, as other readings have it, for an 
anſwer. You told me in one of them, you had 
been purſued with a giddy head; and I preſume 
you judged, by my filence, that I labourcd under 
the ſame diſtemper, I don't know why you have 
not buried me, as you did Partridge, and given 
the wits of the age, the Szeeles and Addi/ons, a 
new occaſion of living ſeven years upon one of 
your thoughts. When you have finiſhed the 
copy of verſes, which you began in Exgland, our 
_ writers may have another hint, upon which they 

may dwell feven years longer. 

Are you Frenchman enough to know how a 

Ga/con ſuſtains his family for a week ? 


Dimanche, une Eſclanche 
Tundi, froide et Salade ; 

Mardi, jaime la Grillade; 

Mecredi, Hachee; © N 

Feudi, bon pour la Capillotade; 

Vendredi, Point de Gras; =- 
Samedi, Quan me caſſe les os, et lis chiens fe 

Crewveront des reſtes de mon Mouton. 


We can provide ſuch fort of cookery, if you will | 
but ſend us the e/c/anche ; but rather bring it with 
yeu, for it will eat much better, when you are 
in the company. 

Lord Oxford has been a twelvemonth in Here- 
fordſpire, as far from us, literally, tho? not geo- 

aphically, as if he had been with you in Jre- 
land. He has writ no more to us, than if we 


were ſtill minifters of tate. But, in the balance 


of account, per contra, I have lord Harley at Lon- 
don; and have either lived with him at Wimple, 

or upon him here, ever ſince his father left us. 
I know no reaſon, why you ſhould not expect his 
picture, but that he promiſed it to you ſo often. 

to him ſix months ſince, and, inſtead of 
DS, acknow- 
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acknowledging my letter, he took a more com- 
pendious way of ſending a gentleman to lady 
Harrict, in Dcwver-ftreet; and bid him call at V eſt - 
minſtcr, to know if I had any thing to ſay to his 
lord. He was here to-day, when he was ſure 
the ſcaffold was ready, and the axe whetted ; and 
is in Herefordſhire, when the conſent of all man- 
kind either juſtifies his miniſtry, or follows the 
plan of it. The South-/ea company have raited 
their ſtock to three hnndred and fifty, and he 
has not ſix-pence in it. Thou art a ſtranger in 
Ijrae!, my good friend; and ſeemeſt to know no 
more of this lord, than thou didft of the Conde 
de P——, when firſt I conſtrued him to thee at 
the coffee-houſe. 
I labour under the diſtemper you complain of, 
deafneſs, eſpecially upon the leaſt cold. I did 
not take care of my ears, till I knew if my head 
was my own or not; but am now ſyringing, and 
I hope to profit by it. My couſin is here, and 
well, and I ſee him ſometimes ; but I find he has 
had a caution, which depended upon his expe&- 
ing more from court, and is juſtifiable in a man, 
who, like him, has a great family. I have given 
your compliments to my two favourites. We 
never forget your health. = | 
I have ſeen Mr. Butler, and ſerved him to the 
utmoſt of my power, with my amici potentiores. 
Though he had a good cauſe, and a ſtrong re- 
commendation, he truſted wholly to neither of 
them, but added the greateſt diligence in his ſo- 
licitations. | 5 
Auditor Harley thanks you, for remembering 
him and his ſinging man. As to the affair of 
ſubſcriptions, do all at your leiſure, and in the 
manner you judge molt proper; and fo I bid you 


* Probably a perſon recommended to the dean's cathedral. | 
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heartily farewel, aſſuring you, that I am moſt 
truly your's. 1 


Friend Ford ſalutes you. Adieu. 
Richardſon, whom I take to be a better painter 


than any named in your letter, has made an ex- {| 


cellent picture of me; from whence lord Harley 
(whoſe it is) has a ſtamp taken by Verte. He 
has g1 
our 


tends at or about Dublin. I will ſend them 


by Tonſon's canal to Hyde at Dublin, in ſuch a 


manner, as that, I hope, they may come ſafe to 

. 8 | | 
LETTER CCIV. 

sir THOMAS HANMER to Dr. SWIFT: 


Mildenhall, near Newmarket, in Suffolk, October 
. 1 22, 1720. e 
IR, os 


I RECEIVED the favour of a letter from you 
about ten days ſince, at which time the duke of 


Grafton + was at London; but as he was ſoon ex- 
pected in the country, and is now actually re- 
turned, I thought it beſt, rather than write, to 


wait for an opportunity of ſpeaking to him; and 


yeſterday I went over to his houſe, on purpoſe to 


obey your commands. I found he was nota 


ſtranger to the ſubject of my errand ; for he had 
all the particulars of the ſtory very perfect, and 
told me, my lord Arran had ſpoke to him con- 


+ © Charles, whoſe mother Iſabelle, daughter of Henry 
Bennet. earl of Arlington, married to her ſecond huſband Sir 
Thomas Hanmer.” | 


8 


cerning 


ven me ſome of them for you to give to 
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„ 
cerning it *®. I added my ſolicitations, backed 
with the reaſons, with which you had furniſhed 
me; and he was ſo kind to promiſe, he would 
by this poſt write to the chief juſtice ; how ex- 
plicitly or how preciſely I cannot ſay, becauſe 
men in high poſts are afraid of being poſitive in 
their anſwers ; but I hope it will be in ſuch a 
manner as will be efte&ual. . 

If the thing is done, it will be beſt, that the 
means ſhouid be a ſecret by which it is brought 
about; and for this reaſon you will excuſe me, if 
] avoid putting my name to the outtide of my 
letter, leſt it ſhould excite the curioſity of the 
Pojt-Offce. If this affair ends to your ſatis faction, 
I am glad it has proved to me a cauſe of hea. ing 
from you, and an occaſion of aſſuring you, that 
Jam, Sir, your very humble ſerrant. 
55 WE THO. HANMER. 


sir CONSTANTINE PHIPPS to Dr. 
y | ebous 


| SIR, Ormona-Street, Fanuary 14, 1720-21. 


| H avno been a little indiſpoſed, I went at 
Chriſtmas into the country, which prevented me 
from ſooner acknowledging the favour of your 
letter. As to Waters's f Caſe, I was informed of 


 * The proſecution of Watert. See the foilowiag letter 
from Sir Conſtantine Phipps, | | 

F Dr. Swift”: printer: he was proſecuted for printing 4 
Profoſal fer the unt val Uje of the Iriſh Manaf ꝛctur es, 
ſaid by miitake to have been written in 1921, The dean, in 
his letter to Hie, dated January 19, 1721, ſ:;s, that the 
jury, which tried kim, had been culled with the utmoſt in- 
duſlry ; but that, notwithſtanding, they brought him in not 
guilty. That H};:/be4, the judge, ſent them out nine times, 
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it; and the laſt term I ſpoke to Mr. attorney. 


general t about it; but he told me, he could not 
grant a writ of error in a criminal caſe, without 


direction from the king: ſo that Vaters is not 
like to have much relief from hence, and there- 
fore I am glad to have ſome hopes it will drop in 
tre/and. I think the chief juſtice * ſhould have 
that regard to his own reputation, to let it go off 
ſo; for I believe the oldeſt man alive, or any 
lawbook, cannot give = inſtance of ſuch a pro- 

ceeding. I was informed who was aimed at by 
the proſecution, which made me very zealous 
in it; which I ſhall be in every thing, wherein l 
can be ſerviceable to that gentleman, for whom 
no body has a greater eſteem than your moſt 
humble and moſt obedient ſervant, _— 

= CON. PHIPPS. 


LETTER CCVI. 
Mr. PRIOR to Dr. SWIFT. 


DEAR SIR, Wifminfer, February 28, 1720-21. | 
Ie I am to chide you for not writing to me, or 


beg your pardon, that I have not writ to you, is 
a queſtion; for our correſpondence has been fo 
long interrupted, that | ſwear 1 don't know 
which of us wrote laſt. In all caſes, I aſſure 
you of my continual friendſhip, and kindeſt re- 
membrance cf you; and, with great pleaſure, 
expect the ſame from you. I have been ill this 


and kept them eleven hours; till, being iii ed out, they were | 


forced to leave the matter to the mercy of the judge by a 


| ſpecial verdiS. / The duke of Graft:n, lord lieutenant, ſoon 


alter. upon mature advice, and permifſien from England, 
granted a li priſegui. | | 
Sie Leber Raymend.“ | 


* Whit/l ed. 


winter. 
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winter. Age, I find, comes cn; and the cough 


does not diminiſh. 


Non ſum qualis eram bone 


Sub Regno Cynaræ —— Paſs ſor that. 


I am tired with politics, and loſt in the Sorr/- 


ſea. The roaring of the waves, and the mad- 


neſs of the people, were juſtly put together. [ 
can ſend you no ſort of news, that holds either 
connexion or ſenſe. It is all wilder than St. An- 
thony's dream; and the bagatelle is more ſolid 
than any thing, that has been endeavoured here 


this year. Our old friend Ox is not well, and 


continues in Herefordſhire. John of Bucks F died 
laſt week, and Conningſly was ſent laſt week to 
the Tower. I frequently drink your health with 
lord Harly, who is always the ſame good man, 
and daily more beloved as more univer- 
fally I do fo too with our honeſt good- 
natured friend Ford, whom I love for many good 


reaſons, and particularly for that he loves you. 


How do you do as to your health? Are we to 
ſee you this ſummer ? Anſwer me theſe queſtions. 
Give my ſervice to all friends, and believe me to 
be ever, with great truth and efteem, dear Sir, 

5, 


M. PRIOR, 


LETTER CCVI. 
Mr. PRIOR to Dr. SWIFT. 
DEAR SIR, Wifminfer, April 25, 1721. 


1 KNOW very well, that you can write a good 


letter, if you have a mind to it; but that is not 


* 
1 
Rd 


r id, duke of Buckinghamſhire." | 
| e 55 the 


[6 1 


the queſtion. A letter from you ſometimes is 
what I defire. Reſerve your tropes and periods 


for thoſe you love leſs ; and let me hear how you 
do, in whatever humour you are; whether lending 


your money to the butchers, protecting the weay- 


ers, treating the women, or conſtruing propria 
_ que maribus to the country curate. You and [ 


are ſo eſtabliſhed authors, that we may write what 


we will, without fear of cenſure; and if we 
have not lived long enough to prefer the bagatelle 


to any thing elſe, we deſerved to have had our 


brains knocked out ten 


S 
I have received the money punctually of Mr. [ 


Dan Hayes, have his receipt, and hereby retum 


you all the thanks, that your friendſhip 22 


affair ought to claim, and your 2 


* 
5 an the reo & 
tions force ſomebody or other (whom God knows) 


who will oblige 4 elſe to ſend for him in 


_= — and ſet in fatu quo 

4 in the mean time, he has Tas, 
checkmated all the 

_—_ to — himſelf at his leiſure — 4 


laid all „ for his neighbour Co- | 


ing by *, that t precious bird in the 
cage, ont of which himſelf tips ſo cunningly and 


Ye 
Things, and the way of mens judgin _ 
vary ſo much here, that it aps be : 


ou juſt account of theme of ou endo 3 | 


Roffen is more than ſuſpected to have 


© 6 Thomas, earl of c, created fo by king George | 


L in 1719, 


given | 


— 


by 
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wen up his party, as Sancho did his ſubjects, 
2 much a head, Pur portant Pautre. His 
cauſe, therefore, which 1s ſomething originally 
like that of Latrin, is oppoſed or neglected by 


his ancient friends, and openly ſuſtained by the 


miniſtry. He cannot be lower in the opinion of 

moſt men, than he is; and I wiſh our friend 

Har——* were higher than he is. 
Our young Harley's vice is no more covetouſ- 


neſs, than plainneſs of ſpeech is that of his couſin 


Tom. His lordſhip is really amabilis, and lady 
Harriette adoranda. | | 
I tell you no news, but that the whole is a 


complication of miſtakes in policy, and of kna- 


very in the execution of it: Of the miniſters I | 
ſpeak, for the moſt part, as well eccleſiaſtical as 


civil. This is all the truth I can tell you, ex- 


one, which | am ſure you receive very 


kindly, that I am ever your friend and your fer- 


vant, | 3 

M. PRIOR: 
Friend Shelton, commonly called Dear Dick, 
is with me. We drink your health. Adieu. 


LETTER CCVII. 
Lord BOLINGBROKE to Dr. SWIFT. 
Jiu the 28th, 1721. 


| NEVER was fo angry in all my life, as I was 
with you laſt week, on the receipt of your letter 
of the 19th of June. The extream pleaſure it 
gave me takes away all the excuſes, which I] had 
invented for your long neglect. I deſign to re- 
turn my humble thanks to thoſe men of eminent 


„ Lord Harcourt,” 
ES gratitude 


1 


8 gratitude and integrity, the weavers and the | 


zudpes, and earneſtly to intreat them, inſtead of 


need ta have iron ribs to endure all the drubbings 
you will procure him, to toſs you in your proper 


| 
_ tofling you in the perſon of your proxy, who had | 


perſon, the next time you offend, by 
to talk ſenſe, or to do good to the rabble. Is it 
poſſible, that one of your age and profeſſion . 
ſhould be ignorant, that this monſtrous beaſt has 
paſſions to be moved, but no reaſon to be ap- 


pealed to; and that plain truth will influence 


| half a ſcore men at moſt in a nation, or an age, 
while myſtery will lead millions by the noſe ? 


Dear Fonathan, ſince you cannot reſolve to | 


ing about | 


write as you preach, what public authority al- 
lows, what councils and ſenates have decided to | 


be orthodox, inſtead of what private opinion ſug- 
geſts, leave off inſtructing the citizens of Dublin. 
Believe me, there is more pleaſure, and more 
merit too, in cultivating friendſhip, than in tak- 
ing care of the ſtate. Fools and knaves are ge- 


nerally beſt fitted for the laſt; and none but men | 


of ſenſe and virtue are capable of the other. How 
comes it then to paſs, that you, who have ſenſe; 
tho' you have wit, and virtue, tho* you have 
kept bad company in your time, ſhould be ſo 
ſurprized, that I continue to write to you, and 
expect to hear from you, after ſeven years ab- 
ſence ? | 5 | 
Anni predantur euntes, ſay you; and time will 
lop off my luxuriant branches: perhaps it will 
be fo. But I have put the pruning-hook into an 
hand, which works hard to leave the other as 
little to do of that kind as may be. Some ſuper- 
 Juous twigs are every day cut; and, as they leſſen 
in number, the bough, which bears the golden 
fruit of friendſhip, ſhoots, ſwells, and ſpreads. 


Our friend told you what he heard, and what | 
was commonly ſaid, when he told you that! 


had taken the fancy of growing rich. 1 
ve 
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have reſolved to think two minutes a day about 


ſtocks, to flatter Lau“ half an hour a week, or 
to have any obligation to people I neither loved 
nor valued, certain it is, that I might have gain- 


ed immenſely. But notcaring to follow the many 


bright examples of theſe kinds, which France 
furniſhed, and which Exgland ſent us over, I 
turned the little money I had of my own, with- 
out being let into any ſecret, very negligently : 
and if 1 have ſecured enough to content me, it 
was becauſe I was ſoon contented. I am forry to 


hear you confeſs, that the love of money has got 


into your head, take care, or it will, ere long, fink 
into your heart, the proper ſeat of paſſions. Pla- 
to, whom you cite, looked upon riches, and the 
other advantages of fortune, to be deſirable ; hut 
he declared, as you have read in Dio enes Laertius; 
Fa etfi non aftuerint, nihilominus tamen beatum 
fore ſapientem. You may think it, perhaps, hard 
to reconcile his two journies into Szczly with this 
maxim, eſpecially fince he got fourſcore talents 
of the tyrant. But I can affure you, that he went 
to the elder Dionyſus only to buy books, and to 


_ the younger only to borrow a piece of ground, 


and a number of men, women and children, to 
try his Utopia. Ariſtippus was in Sicily at the 


_ fame time; and there paſſed ſome Bling /gare 


between theſe reverend perſons. This philoſo- 
pher had a much ſtronger fancy to grow rich 
than Plato : he flattered, he cracked jeſts, and 
danced over a ftick to get ſome of the Sicilian 
gold; but ſtill even he took care, ſibi res, non /e 
rebus ſubmittere. And I remember, with great 
edification, how he reproved one of his catechu- 
mens, who bluſhed, and ſhrunk back, when his 
maſter ſhewed him the way to the bawdy-houſe. 


Non ingredi turpe eft, ſed egredi non poſſe turpe eft. 


* The projector of the Miſiſſipi ſcheme in France, which 
produced the Seuth-jea icheme here. 
The 
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The concluſion of all is this; an hoxnete homme 
ought to have cente mille [tures de rente, if you 
_—_ ; but a wiſe man will be happy with the 


undredth part. Let us not refuſe riches, when | 


they offer themſelves; but let us give them no 
room in our heads or our hearts. Let us enjoy 
_ wealth, without ſuffering it to become neceſſary 
to us. And to fimſh with one of Seneca's quaint 
ſentences ; Le! us place it fo, that fortune may take it 
without tearing it from us. The paſſage you men- 
tion does follow that, which I quoted to you, and 
the advice is good. Solex thought ſo; nay, he 
went further : and you remember the reaſon he 
ve for ſitting in the council of P'&/ratus, whom 
| he had done his utmoſt to oppoſe ; and who, by 
the way, proved a very gocd prince. But the 
epiſtle is not writ by Cicero, as you ſeem to think. 
It is, if | miſtake not, an epiſtle of Dolabella to | 
him. Cato, you ſay, would not be of the ſame 
mind. Cats is a moſt venerable name, and Do- 
labella was but a ſcoundrel with wit and valour; 
and yet there is better ſenſe, nay, there is more 
virtue, in what Doalabella adviſes, than in the 
conduct of Cato. I muſt own my weakneſs to 
| you. This Cato, fo ſung by Lucan in every page, 
and fo much better ſung by Virgil in half a line, 


ſtrikes me with no great ref When I ſee | 


him painted in all the glorious colours, which 
eloquence furniſhes, I call to mind that image 
of him, which Tu/ly gives in one of his letters to 
Atticus, or to ſomebody elſe ; where he ſays. that 
having a mind to keep a debate from coming on | 
in the ſenate, they made Cato riſe to ſpeak, and 
that he talked till the hour of propoſing matters 

was over. Fully inſinuates, that they often made | 
this uſe of him. Does not the moving picture 
ſhift ? Do you not behold Clarke of Tauntondeun, 
in the gown of a Roman ſenator, ſending out the | 
members to piſs? The ceaſor uſed ſharp medi- 
cines; but, in his time, the patient had ſtrength | 

to 
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to bear them. The ſecond Cato inherited this 


receipt without his ſkill; and, like a true quack, 
he gave the remedy, becauſe it was his only one, 
tho” it was too late. He haſtened the patient's 
death ; he not only haſtened it, he made it more 
convulſive and painful. 
The condition of your wretched country is 
worſe than you repreſent it to be. The health- 
ful Indian follows his maſter, who died of ſick- 
nels, to the grave; but I much doubt, whether 
thoſe charitable legiſlators exact the ſame, when 
the maſter is a lunatic, and cuts his own throat. 
I mourn over Ireland with all my heart, but I pity 


you more. In reading your letter, I feel your 


pulſe ; and I judge of your diſtemper as ſurely 
the figures, into which you caſt your ink, a- 
the learned doctor, at the hand and the urinal could 


do, if he pored over your water. You are really 


in a very bad way. You ſay your memory de- 
clines ; I believe it does, fince you forget your 
friends, and fince repeated importunity can hard- 
ly draw a token of remembrance from you. 
'There are bad airs for the mind, as well as the 
body: and what do you imagine, that Plato, 
ſince you have ſet me upon quoting him (who 


thanked heaven hat he was not a Bein) would 
| have faid of the ultima Thule? Shake off your 


lazineſs, ramble over hither, and ſpend ſome 
months in a kinder climate. You will be in 
danger of meeting but one plague here, and you 


will leave many behind you. Here you wil 
come among people, who lead a life fingular 


enough to hit your humour; ſo near the world. 
as to have all its conveniencies; fo far from the 
world, as to be a ſtranger to all its inconvenien- 
cies; wanting nothing, which goes to the eaic 
and happineſs of life ; embarraſſed by nothing, 
which is cumberſome. I dare almoſt venture to 
ſay, that you will like us better than the perſon- 
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you live with, and that we ſhall be able to make 
ou e (that I may uſe a canonical ſimi- 
le) as the fun did on the dial of Hezechias, and 
begin anew the twelve years, which you complain 
are gone. We will reſtore to you the nigros an- 
„e fronte capilles; and, with them, the dulce 
15 „ the ridere decorum, ef inter vina fugam (y- 
naræ marere proterva. Hæc eft vita mi- 
ferd ambitione gra vigue, and not yours. 
I was going to finiſh with my ſheet of paper; 
but having bethought myſelf, that you | = pack 
ſome more puniſhment, and calling all my anger 
againſt you to my aid, I reſolve, ſince I am this 
morning in the humour of ſcribbling, to make 
my letter at leaſt as long as one of your ſermons; 
and, if you do not mend, my next ſhall be as 
long as one of Dr. Mantons, who taught my 
youth to yawn, and prepared me to be an high- 
churchman, that I might never hear him read, 
nor read him more. | | 
Lou muſt know, that I am as buſy about my 
hermitage, which is between the Chatcau and the 
Maiſon Bourgeoi/e, as if I was to paſs my life in 
it: and, if I could ſee you now and then, I 
ſhould be willing enough to do ſo. I have in 
my wood the biggeſt and cleareſt ſpring perha 
in Ezrope, which forms, before it leaves the 
a more beautiful river than any, which flows in 
Greek or Latin verſe. I have a thouſand projects 
about this ſpring, and, among others, one, which 
will employ ſome marble. Now marble, you 
know, makes one think of inſcriptions: and if 
vou will correct this, which I have not yet com- 
mitted to paper, it ſhall be graved, and help to 


„5 Themas Manten, D. D. who had been ejeded from 
the rectory of Cevent- garden for nonconformity, after the 
reſtoration. He was a voluminous writer in divinity, and 


publiſhed a large folio of ſermons on the 119th pſalm.” 
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Propter Kuen ad verſus reginam, et partes, 
Inte nerat# ſervatam, 

Prep ter operam, in pace generali conciliandã 
Strenue ſaltem navatam, 
Impotentia vi/ane factioni, 

Solum dertere cbactus, 

Hlic ad aguæ lene caput facre 
Injuſte exulat 
Dulce di uit 
I. De B. An. &c. 


Os were better than propter, but ob oberam 
would never pleaſe the ear. In a proper place, 


bdeſore the front of the houſe, which J have new 


built, I have a mind to inicribe this piece of 


patch-work. 


Si reſipiſcat patria, in patriam rediturns ; ; 
Si non refipiſcat, ubivis melius quam inter 
tales cives futurus, 
Hanc villam inſtauro et exorne : 
Hinc, welut ex portu, alienos caſus 
Et fortune ludum injolentem 
Cernere ſuave eff. : 
Hi ic, mortem nec appetens nec timens 
Innocuis deliciis, | 


Doctaã 48 


F elicis animi * tranquillita te, 
Frumſcor. 


Hic nibi vivam gred ſupereſt aut exilii, aut evi. 


If in a year's time you ſhould find leiſure to 
write to me, ſend me ſome mottos for groves, 


F © James Spen, M. D. and Maximi ian Mi er, were two 
eminent travellers, who have publiſhed their travels; in which 
re inſerted many inſcriptions.” 
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and ftreams, and fine proſpects, and retreat, and 
contempt of grandeur, c. I have one for my 
green-houſes, and one for an alley, which leads 
to my apartment, which are happy enough. The 
firſt is, Hic ver aſſiduum atque alienis menſibus æſtas. 
The other is, fallentis ſemita vitæ. | 
Lou ſee | amuſe myſelf de la bagatelle as mach 
as you ; but here lies the difference ; your baga- 
telle leads to ſomething better; as fiddlers flouriſn 
careleſsly, before the play a fine air. But mine 
begins, proceeds, and ends in bagatelle. 
Adieu: it is happy for you that my hand is 
PII take care, that you ſhall have my picture, 


and I am ſimple enough to be obliged to you for | 


| aſking for it. If you do not write to me ſoon, 1 
hope 1t will fall down as ſoon as you have it, and | 
break your head. _ | | 


LETTER CCIX. 
The Ducheſs of ORMOND to Dr. SWIFT. 
SIR, September 1, 1721. 


1 DON'T know how to account for your long 
filenee, unleſs your time has been taken up in | 
making an intereſt with thoſe in power here, for | 
one of the two archbiſhoprics, that, we hear, 
were void; (but I am very glad, are not fo). 
Set your heart at reſt, for they are promiſed; and 
therefore you may as well write to a fiſter, when 
next you honour this kingdom with any diſ- 
patches. As to any greater people, it is a ſhame | 
to think how you have neglected thoſe of your 

own houſe. I had once determined to write to 
vou no more, ſince no anſwer was to be expected; | 
but then revenge came into my head, and | was 

_ reſolved to teaze you, till at laſt, to be quiet, 
vou 


ſervant, 


gow cms ⸗ v7 


n 


„ rn 


C7 3 
you would ſend me ſome plauſible excuſe at leaſt, 
for never enquiring after brother or fiſter. | 


wonder when you'll be good-natured enough to 


come and fee how we do; but Ireland has ſuch 
powerful charms, that I queſtion whether you 
would leave it to be one of our archbiſhops. 1 
was at your brother Arran's a good while this 
ſummer, and have been much upon the ramble, 


or elſe you'd have ſooner had theſe juſt reproaches 


from me; whom you have no way of appeaſing, 


but by a letter of at leaſt four ſides of paper: 


though I am fo good a Chriſtian, upon this oc- 
caſion, as to be, notwithſtanding all this ill treat- 
ment, Sir, your moſt ſincere friend, and humble 


M. ORMOND. 


LETTER CCX. 
Lord BOLINGBROKE to Dr. SWIFT. | 
January 1, 1721-2. 


1 RECEIVED your letter of the twenty-ninth 

of September, above a fortnight ago; and ſhould 
have fet you an example, by anſwering it imme- 
ciately. (which 1 do not remember you ever ſet 


me) if 1 had not been obliged to abandon the 
filence and quiet of this beloved retreat, and to 


thruſt myſelf into the hurry and rabble of an im- 


pertinent town. In leſs than ten days, which 1 


ſpent at Paris, I was more than ten times on the 
point of leaving my buſineſs there undone ; and 
vet this buiineis was to fave four-fifths of four 


hundred thouſand livres, which I have on the 


town-houte ; reffes mijerables du naufrage de ma 


Fortune. Luckily I had the fear of you before 


* Anctker of the ſixteen. 


E 3 my 


1 

my eyes; and tho? I cannot hope to deſerve your 
eiteem by growing rich, I have endeavoured to 
avoid your contempt by growing poor. The ex- 


is equivocal ; a fault, which our lan- 


guage often betrays thoſe, who ſcribble haſtily, 
into: but your own conſcience will ferve for a 
comment, and fix the ſenſe. Let me thank you 
for remembering me in your prayers, and for 
uling your credit above ſo generouſly in my be- 


half. To deſpiſe riches with Seneca s purſe, is 
to have at once all the advantages of fortune and 


philoſophy. 
DPuid woveat dulci nutricula majus alumno ? 


| You are not like H. Guy *, who, among other 
excellent pieces of advice, gave me this, when 


I firſt came to court; to be very moderate and 


modeſt in my applications for my friends, and very 


greedy and importunate, when I aſked for myſelf. i 
Lou call Tally names, to revenge Cato's quarrel; 
and to revenge Tulh's, I am ready to fall foul on 


Seneca. You churchmen have cned him up for a 
great ſaint; and, as if you imagined, that to 
have it believed, he had a month's mind to be a 
Chriftian, would reflect ſome honour on Chriſti- 
anity, you employed one of thoſe pious frauds, 
{> frequently practiſed in the days of primitive 


iimplicity, to impoſe on the world a pretended 


ccrreſpondence between him and the great apoſtle 
of the Gentiles f. Your partiality in his favour 


mall! 


* © Henry Guy, who bad been ſecretary to the treaſury 


curing three ſucceſſive reigns. He died February 23, 1719, 


and leſt to William Pulteney, Fiq; late earl of Bath, near 


forty thouſand pounds, with an eſtate of about tive hundred l 
pounds a year; as the latter cwns, in his Anſwer to ene Part 


of a late infameus Libel, &c. publiſſ ed in 1731, p. 39. 


+ © It cenſiſts of thirteen letters, which ſeemed to St. Jerrme 


and St. Auguſtin to have been genuine. But Du Pin ( Neu- 
velle Bibliatheque des Auteur Eccleſiaſtigues, Tom. I. p. 24. 


Edit. 
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mall biaſs me no more than the pique, which 
Dion Caſſius and others ſhew againſt him. Like 


an equitable judge, I ſhall only tax him with 


avarice in his proſperity, adulation in his adver- 
fity, and affectation in every ſtate of life. Was 
I conſiderable enough tv be baniſhed from my 


country, methinks I would not purchaſe my re- 


ſtoration, at the expence of writing ſuch a letter 


to the prince himſelf, as your Chriitian Stoie 
wrote to the emperor's ſlave Polybius tf. Thus [ 


think of the man, and yet [ read the author with 
pleaſure: tho? I join in condemning thoſe points, 
which he introduced into the Latin ſtile; thoſe 
eternal witticiſms, ſtrung like beads together, and 
that impudent manner of talking to the paſſions, 
before he has gone about to convince the judg- 
ment; which Era ſuus, if | remember right, ob es 
to him. He is ſeldom inftruQtive, but he is perpe- 
tually entertaining; and when he gives you no 


new idea, he reflects your own back upon you with 


new luſtre. I have lately wrote an excellent treatiſe 
in praĩſe of exile ||. Many of the hints are take n 
from Conſolatio ad Helviam, and other parts of 
his works. The whole is turned on his ſtile and 
manner; and there is much of the ſpirit of the 


portigue, as I could infuſe without running too far 


in the mirabilia, inapinata, et paradoxa ; which 
Tully, and I think Seneca himſelf, ridicules the 
ſchool of Zens for. That you may laugh at me 
in your turn, I own ingeniouſly, that I began in 


Jeſt, grew ſerious at the third or fourth page, and 


convinced myſelf, before I had done, of what 
perhaps I ſhall never convince any other, that a 
man of ſenſe and virtue may be unfortunate, but 


Fit. 1690, quarto) acknewledges, that they contain no- 
thing worthy of the apoſtle or philoſopher, and have not the 


le iſt reſemblance to the ſtyle of either. This is likewiſe the 
judgment of the moſt learned ainong the modern critics, 
| { Seneca de Cen ſalatione ad Polybiam.” 


elt is printed in his works, waver che title of Reffec- 
tient upon Exile.“ 
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_ can never be unhappy. Do not imagine, how- 
ever, that I have a mind to quarrel with Axiſtip- 
gas e he is ſtill my favourite among the — 
phers; and, if I find ſome faults in him, they 
are few and venial. | 
You do me much honour, in ſaying that I put 
you in mind of lord Digby “; but ſay it to no 
one elſe, for fear of paſſiug for partial in your 


parallels, which has done Plutarch more hurt 


than it has done good to his Grecian heroes. I 
had forgot, or I never knew, the remarkable 
ſage, which you mention. Great virtue, un- 
juſtly perſecuted, may hold ſuch language, and 
will be heard with applauſe, with general ap- 
plauſe I mean, not univerſal. There was at 
Athens a wretch, who ſpit in the face of .{ri/ti- 
det, as he marched firm, calm, and almoſt gay, 
to execution. Perhaps there was not another 
man among the Athenians, capable of the fame 
vile action. And for the honour of my country, 
Iwill believe, that there are few men in Exgland, 
beſides lord Oxford, capable of hearing that 
ftrain of eloquence, without admiration. There 


is a ſort of kindred in ſouls, and they are di- | 


vided into more families than we are apt to ima- 
2ine. Digby and Harley are abſolute ſtrangers to 
one another. Touch an uniſon, and all the uni- 
ſons will give the fame found ; but you may 
thrum a lute till your fingers are fore, and you 
will draw no ſound out of a Jew's harp. 

i thank you for correcting my inſcriptions, and 
I thank you ſtill more for promiſing to gather up 
mottos for me, and to write often to me. I am 
as lictle given to beg correſpondents, as you are 
to beg pictures; but ſince I cannot live with you, 
1 would fain hear from you. To grow old with | 


* © George lord Digby, afterwards earl of Briſtal. Dr. | 
Swift, in a letter to lord Bolingbroke, dated April 3, 1729. 
and printed in his works, ſtiles lord Digby the protctype of 
lord Bolingbroke,” | 


| good 3 
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good ſenſe, and a g 
Thales; | add, with 


friend, was the wiſh of 
good health : to enjoy but 


| one and an half of theſe three, is hard. I have 


heard of Pricr's death 4, and of his epitaph f; 
and have ſeen a ſtrange book, writ by a grave 
and eloquent doQor *, about the duke of Buck- 
ingbamſbire. People, who talk much in that mo- 
ment, can have, as I believe, but one of theſe 


two principles, fear, or vanity. It is therefore 


much better to hold one's tongue. I am ſorry, 
that the firſt of theſe perſons, our old acquaint 
ance Matt. lived fo x as you repreſent 
him. I thought that a certain lord , whoſe 
marriage with a certain . heireſs was the ul- 
timate end of a certain adminiſtration, had put 
him above want. Prior might juſtly enough 
have addreſſed himſelf to his young patron, 
as our friend Ariſtippus did to Dias; You 
have money, which I want. I have wit and 
knowledge, which you want. I long to ſee your 


+ He died Sept. 18, 1721,” | 
7 * In che following triplet, written by himſelf, 


„To me 'tis given to die; to you tis given J 

* To live. Alas! one moment lets us even. } 

++ Mark how impartial is the will of heaven! 

Biſhep Atterbury, in a letter to Mr. Pepe, dated Septem- 
ber 27, 1721, ſays; „I will take care to make good, in 
in every reſpect, what I {aid to him when living, particu- 
« larly as to the triplet he wrote for his own epitaph ; which, 
« while we were on god terms, I promiled him ſhould ne- 
zear on his tomb while I was dean of Weſtminſter.” 

* © Richard Fiddes, D. D. publiſted in 1921, in octavo, 
A Letter in anſwer to cne from a Freethinker; occaſiened by 
the late Duke of Buckinghamſnhire' Epitaph; wherein cer- 
tain Paſſages in it, that have ben thrught excepticnable, are 
windicated ; and the Doctrine of the Soul's Immortality aſ- 
ſerted, &c. This was followed by A ſecond Letter, publiſhed 
_ | _— 5 

F Edward lord Harley, why married, in Ofcber 1713. 
the lady Henrietta Cavend:/b Helles, only daughter and heir 


of Join duke of Newcaſtle.” 
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travels ||; for, take it as you will, I do not re- 

tract what I ſaid. I will undertake to find, in 
two pages of your bagatelles, more good ſenſe, 

| uſeful knowledge, and true religion, than you 

can ſhew me in the works of nineteen in twenty 

of the profound divines and philoſophers of the 


N am obliged to return to Paris in a month or 
fix weeks time, and from thence will fend you 
my picture. Would to heaven I could fend you 
as like a picture of my mind: you would find 
yourſelf, in that draught the object of the trueſt 
eſteem and the — friendſhip. 


LETTER CCXL 
Dr#SNAPE to Dr. SWIFT. 
REV.SI R, Windfor, April 13, 1722. 


1 TAKE the opportunity of two of our choir 
going over to try their fortune in your-country, 
at once to return my thanks for a very obliging 
letter you favoured me with ſome years ago, and 
your kind interpretation of my endeavours at that 
time to aſſert the cauſe of our eſtabliſhment againit 
a prelate *, who was undermining it: and alſo 
to recommend to your favour the bearer, Mr. 
Elford, who, upon the encouragement of your 
_ worthy primate, is going to ſettle at Armagh. | | 
cannot pretend to ſay, he has the ſame compais 
of voice with his late brother, whom the goud 
| 2 ſo much admired; but I will venture to 

ſay, he has a greater compaſs of underſtanding; | 
and, upon the whole, that he is a good chuir- | 
man. The cther, that bears him company, was ' 


© Gulliver's,* 
* Biſhop Hoadly." | 


a very 
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a very uſeful choireſter to us. His voice, fince 


its breaking, 1s ſomewhat harſh, but I believe 
will grow mellower. If you find either of them 
for your purpoſe, eſpecially the bearer, when 
you have a vacancy in your church, I thall be 
much obliged to you for any favour you are 
pleaſed to ſhew him, and be ready to approve 
myſelf, on any occaſion, reverend Sir, your molt 
obedient and affectionate ſervant, 
A. SNAPE. 


LETTER CCXI.L 
Mr. GAY to Dr. SWI T. 
DEAR SIR, London, December 22, 1722. 


Arres every poſt-day, for theſe eight or 


nine years, I have been troubled with an uneaſi- 


neſs of ſpirit, and, at laſt, IJ have reſolved to get 


rid of it, and write to you. I don't deſerve you. 
ſhould think fo well of me as | really deſerve ; 
for I have not profeſſed to you, that I love you as 


much as ever I did: but you are the only perſon 


of my acquaintance almoſt, that does not know 


it. WhoeverlT ſee, that comes from [reland, the 
firſt 1 I aſk is after your health; of which 
Ih 


the pleaſure to hear very lately from Mr. 
Berkeley. | think cf you very often: no-body 
wiſhes you better, or longs more to ſee you. 
Duke Di/zey, who knows more news than any 
man alive, told me | ſhould certainly meet you 
at the Bath the ſeaſon : but I had one comfort in 

being diſappointed, that you did not want it for 


' your health. I was there for near eleven weeks 
for a colick, that I have been often troubled with 
of late; but have not found all the benefit I ex- 


pected. 
| lodge, 


1 
I lodge, at preſent, in Barlington-lou t, and 
have received many civilities from many great 
men, but very few real benefits. They w. nder 
at each other for not providing for me; and I 
wonder at them all. Experience has given me 
ſome knowledge of them; fo that I can ſay, that 
it is not in their power to diſappeint me. You 
find I talk to you of myſelf; | wiſh you would 
reply to me in the ſame manner. | hope, though 
| you have not heard of me ſo long, I have not 
2 my credit with you; but that you will think 
of me in the ſame manner, as when you eſpouſed 
my cauſe ſo warmly ; which my gratitude never 
can forget. I am, dear Sir, your moſt obliged 
and fincere humble ſervant, | | 
| J. GAY. 


P. 8. Mr. Pope, upon reading 
over this letter, defired me 
to tell you, that he has been 
juſt in the ſame ſentiments 

with me, in regard to you; 
and ſhall never 3 his 
obligations to you. 


LETTER CCXI. 
Dr. SWIFT to the Duke of GRAFTON. 
MY LORD, Dublin, January 24, 1722-3. 


I RECEIVED lately from the dean of Downe 
a favourable meſſage from your grace, relating 
to a clergyman, who married my near relation, 
and whoſe eſtate is much incumbered by a long 
ſuit at law. I return my moſt humble acknow- | 
ledgments for your grace's favourable anſwer. I | 
can aſſure your grace, that in thoſe times, when 

I was 
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] was thought to have ſome credit with perſons 
in power, I never vſed it to my own intereſt, and 
very rarely for that of others, unleſs where it was 
for the public advantage; neither ſhall I ever be 
z troubleſome or common petitioner to your grace. 
am ſorry the archbiſhop of Dabliz + ſhould in- 
terpoſe in petty matters, when he has juſtly ſo 
much weight in things of greater moment. How 
ſhall we, the humbleſt of your addreſſers, make 
our way to the ſmalleſt mark of your favour ? 
I defired your ſecretary, Mr. Hop4:ns, (whom 1 
have long known) to deal plainly with me, as 
with a man forgotten, and out of the world, and, 
if he thought my requeſt unreaſonable, I would 
drop it. This he failed to do; and therefore 
here complain of him to your grace, and will do 
ſo to himſelf, becauſe I have long done with court 
anſwers. ' rs * 

I heartily wiſh your grace full ſucceſs in all 
your great and good endeavours for the ſervice of 
your country, and particularly of this kingdom; 
and am, with the greateſt reſpect, my lord, 

your grace's moſt obedient and moſt humble ſer- 
vant,  JONATH. SWIFT. 


LETTER CCXIV. 
Mr. GAYt Dr. S WI r. 
. 5 London, February the 3d, 1722-3. 
- You made me happy in anſwering my laft 


letter in ſo kind a manner, which, to common 
appearance, I did not deſerve ; but I believe you 
une my thoughts, and knew, that I had not 
forgot you, and that I always loved you. When 
I found, that my book was not ſent to you by 


+ Dr. King.” 3 
Fete, 


| EE B | 
Doole, Jervais undertook it, and gave it to Mr. 
Maxwell, who married a niece of Mr. Meredith's. 
I am ſurprized you have heard nothing of it ; 
but Fervais has promiſed me to write about it, fo 
that I hope you will have it delivered to you 
ſoon. Mr. Congreve I ſee often: he always men- 
tions you with the ſtrongeſt expreſſions of efteem 
and friendſhip. He labours ſtill under the ſame 
afflictions, as to his ſight and gout ; but, in his 
intervals of health, he has not loſt any thing of 
his chearful temper. I - paſſed all the laſt ſeaſon 
with him at the Bath, and I have great reaſon to 
value myſelf upon his friendſhip ; for I am ſure 
he fincerely wiſhes me well. We pleaſed our- 
ſelves with the thoughts of ſeeing you there; but 
duke Diſney, who knows more intelligence than 
any body beſides, chanced to give us a wrong in- 
formation. If you had been there, the duke pro- 
miſed, upon my giving him notice, to make you 
a viſit. He often talks of you, and wiſhes to ſee 
ou. | ye 
F I was two or three days ago at Dr. Arbutbnott' 3, 
who told me, he wrote you three letters, but had 
received no anſwer. He charged me to ſend you 
his advice, which is, to come to Exeland and fee 
your friends. This, he affirms (abſtracted from 
the deſire he has to ſee you) to be very good for 
your health. He thinks, that your going to Spa, 


and drinking the waters there, would be of great | 


ſervice to you, if you have reſolution enough to 
take the journey. But he would have you try 
England firit. I like the preſcription very much, 
but I own, I have a ſelf-intereſt in it ; for your 
taking this journey would certainly do me a great 
deal of good. Pepe has juſt now embarked him- 


ſelf in another great undertaking as an author; 


for, of late, he has talked only as a gardener. 
He has engaged to tranſlate the Ody/ey in three 
years, I believe rather out of a proſpect of gain 
than inclination ; for I am perſuaded he bore his 
part 


1 
part in the loſs of the South. He lives moſtly 
at Twickenham, and amuſes himſelf in his houſe 
and garden. I ſupp'd about a fortnight ago with 
lord Bathurſ# and Lewis at Dr. Arbuthnett's. 
Whenever your old acquaintance meet, they ne- 


ver fail of expreſſing their want of you. I wiſh 


you would come, and be convinced, that what J 
tell you 15 true. | | I 

As for the reigning amuſement of the town, it 
is intirely muſic, real fiddles, baſs vicls, and 
hautboys ; not poetical harps, lyres and reeds. 
There's nobody allowed to ſay, I ing, but an eu- 
nuch, or an /tal/ian woman. Every body is grown 
now as great a judge of muſic, as they were, in 
your time, of poetry; and folks that could not 
diſtinguiſh one tune from another, now daily diſ- 
pute about the different ſtiles of Handel, Bonon- 
cini, and Attilio. People have now forgot Homer 
and Virgil, and Cæſar; or, at leaſt, they have 
loſt their ranks. For in London and Weſtminſter, 
in all polite converſations, Seneſino is daily voted 
to be the greateſt man that ever lived. | 

I am obliged to you for your advice, as I have 
been formerly for your aſſiſtance in 1 


me into buſineſs. I ſhall this year be a commiſ- 


ſioner of the ſtate-lottery, which will be worth to 
me a hundred and fifty pounds. And I am not 
without hopes, that I have friends, that will 
think of ſome better and more certain proviſion 


for me. You fee I talk to you of myſelf, as a 


thing of conſequence to you. I judge by myſelf; 
for to hear of your health and ones will al- 


ways be one of my greateſt ſatisfactions. Every 


one, that I have named in the letter, give their 
ſervice to you. I beg you to give mine, Mr. 
Pope's, and Mr. Kent's ®, to Mr. Ford. I am, 


* A celebrated improver, to whom Pepe, ſpeaking of 
Efter, a ſeat of the late Mr. Feltam' s, pays a mcit elegant 


compliment: 


„ Where Kent and nature vie fer Pelhan's love“ | 
| dear 


© 7 
dear Sir, your moſt faithful and moſt humble 


ſervant, | 
- GAF. | 

LETTER CCXV. 
Dr. ARBUTHNOTT to Dr. SWIFT. 


DEAR SIR, I<Indorſed, Received 17th | 
3 Nov. 1723. 
I HAVE as good a right to invade your ſoli- 
tude as lord B———, Gay or Pope, and you ſee 


I make uſe of it. I know you wiſh us all at the 
devil for robbing a moment from your vapours | 
and vertigo. It is no matter for that; you ſhall | 
have a ſheet of paper every poſt till you come to 
yourſelf. By a paragraph in your's to Mr. Pope, 
I find you are in the caſe of the man, who held 
the whole night by a broom bruſh, and found 
when day. Bebe appeared, he was within two | 
inches of the ground. You don't ſeem to know 
how well you ſtand with our great folks. I my- 
ſelf have been at a great man's table, and have 
heard, out of the mouths of violent 7-;þ whigs, 
the whole table-talk turn upon your commenda- 
tion. If it had not been upon the general topic 
of your good qualities, and the good you did, [ 
ſhould have grown jealous of you. My iatention 
in this is not to expoſtulate, but to do you good. 
I know how unhappy a vertigo makes any = 
that has the misfortune to be troubled with it. I | 
might have been deep in it myſelf, if I had a 
mind, and I will propoſe a cure for you, that I | 
will pawn my reputation upon. I have of late | 
ſent ſeveral patients in that caſe to the Spa, to | 
drink there of the Geronfter water, which will not 
carry from the ſpot. It has ſucceeded marvel- | 
louſly with them all. There was indeed one, | 
who relapſed a little this laſt ſummer, 8 
would 
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would not take my advice, and return to his 
courſe, that had been too thort the year before. 


' But, becauſe the inſtances of eminent men are 
moſt conſpicuous, lord Whitworth, our plenipo- 


tentiary, had this diſeaſe, (which, by the way, 
is a little diſqualifying for that employment :) he 
was ſo bad, that he was often forced to catch 
hold of any thing to keep him from falling. I 
know he has recovered by the uſe of that water, 
to ſo great a degree, that he can ride, walk, or 
do any thing as formerly. I leave this to your 
conſideration. Your friends here wiſh to ſee you, 
and 22 _ than myſelf ; but I really don't 
advi to ſuch a journey to gratify them or 
myſelf 1 Jam almoſt 2 15 would do 
you a great deal of goad. The dragon is juſt the 
old man, when he is rouſed. He is alittle deaf, 


dt has all his other good and bad qualities juſt 


as of old. Lord B is much improved in 
knowledge, manner, and every thing elſe. The 
ſhaver * is an honeſt friendly man as before: he 
has a good deal to do to ſmother his Velſp fire, 


which, you know, he has in a greater de 


than ſome would imagine. He poſts himſelf a 
good part of the year in ſome warm houſe, wins 
the ladies money at ombre, and convinces them, 
that they are highly obliged to him. Lord and 
lady M. — +, Mr. Hill, and Mrs. Hill, often 
remember you with affection. 

As for your humble ſervant, with a great ſtone 


in his right kidney, and a family of men and 


women to provide for, he is as chearful as ever in 
public affairs. He has kept, as Tacitus ſays, 
Medium iter inter wile ſervitium et abruptam cont «- 


naciam. He never rails at a great man, but to 


* © Fraſmus Lewis, F.ſq; who in Dr. Swift's imitation 


of H:race, Kp. vii. B. 1. is % called:“ 


© This Lexis is an errant ſhaver.” 
| T Maſham, 
| | his 


„ 55 
his face; which, I can aſſure you, he has had 
both the opportunity and licence to do. He has 


ſome few weak friends, and fewer enemies : if | 


any, he is low enough to be rather deſpiſed than 
| puſhed at by them. I am faithfully, dear Sir, 
your affectionate humble ſervant, 

. J. ARBUTHNOT T. 


LETTER CCXVL. 


The Ducheſs of ORMOND to Dr. SWIFT. | 


© - December the gib, 1723. 


FIND by your's of the 6th of Nevemter, 


which I did not receive till laſt night, that you 
have been ſo good as to remember your poor re- 
lation here. But as your three laſt never came to 
| hand, I think it very happy, that you have kept 
your liberty thus long; for I can't account fer 
my not receiving them any other way, than that 
they were ſtopped in the poſt office, and inter- 
preted, as moſt innocent things are, to mean 
ſomething very diſtaat from the intention of the 
writer or actor. 


Il am ſurprized at the account you give me of 
that part of Ireland you have been in: for the 


beſt |] expect from that grateful country is to be 
forgotten by the inhabitants. For to remember 

* kindneſs one under the frowns of the 
court, is nota gift the Jriſb are endowed with. I 
am very forry to hear you have got the ſpleen, 
where a man of your fenſe mutt every day meet 
with things ridiculous enough to make you laugh, 
but I am afraid the jefts are too low to do ſo. 


Change of air 1s the beſt thing in the world for 


your diſtemper. And if not to cure yourſelf, at 
leaſt, have ſo much goodneſs for your friends 
here, as to come and cure us; for it is a diſtem- 
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| fry of Oxford.” : | 
F This letter »prears to bare been written frm 
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we over-run with. I am ſure your company 
would goa great way towards my recovery; for | 
aſſure you, nobody has a greater value for you 
than I have, and hope I ſhall have the good for- 


tune to ſee you before I die. 


I have no fort of correſpondence with the per- 
ſon you have not ſeen, and wonder at nothing 
they do, or do not do. 

I will let your brother * and mine know, that 
you remembered him, in my letter. He is as 

I am afraid ycu will wiſh you had not encou- 
razed my ſeribbling to you, when you find I am 
ſtill ſuch an infipid correſpondent ; but with that, 
which I hope will make ſome amends, am with 


1 __ and reſpet, your moſt faithful 


and humble ſervant, 8 


LETTER ccxyn. 
Lord BOLINGBROKE to Dr. SWIFT. 
December the 25th, 1723 f. 
Never letter came more opportunely than 


your laſt. The gout had made me a ſecond vi- 


ſit, and ſeveral perſons were congratulating with 
me on the good effect of the waters, which had 
determined my former illneſs to a diſtemper fo de- 


 firable. My toe pained me; theſe compliments 


„ In the ſociety of ſixteen, Charles lord Butler of We/- 
ten, and earl of Arras, brother ro the duke of Or nend, 
en Mtoe attainder te wa: elected chancellor of the univer- 


France, though lord Balingbrete had come over to England 

in the latter end of June this year, in order fo plead his 

pardon, which had pailed the ſeals on the 26th of May.” 
tired 


. 
tired me; and I would have taken my fever 
again to give the gout to all the company. At 
that inſtant your letter was delivered to me. It 
cleared my brow, diverted my ill humour, and 
at lait made me forget my pain. I told the per. 
ſons, who were fitting round my bed, and who 
teitified ſome ſurprize at fo ſudden a change, that 
this powerful epiſtle came from Jreland. At 
which, to fay the truth, I did not obſerve, that 
their ſurprize diminiſhed. But the dulleſt fellow 
among them, who was a prieſt, (for that hay. 
pens to be the caſe ſometimes in this country) 
told the others, that Jreland formerly had been 
called Infula ſar#orum that, by the acquain- 
tance he had at the Jriſb college, he made no 
doubt of her deſerving ſtill the ſame appellation; 
and that they might be ſure, that the three pages 
were filled with matiere d edification et matiere di 
conſalatian, which he hoped I would be ſo good as 
to communicate to them. A learned Ro/ycrucian of 
my acquaintance, who is a fool of as much know- 
I:dge and :s much wit as ever I knew in my life, 
ſmiled at the doctor's fimplicity ; obſerved, that the 
effect was too ſudden for a cauſe ſo heavy in its ope- 
rations ; ſaid a great many extravagant things 
about natural and theurgic magic ; and informed 
us, that though the ſages, who deal in occult ſcien- 
ces, have been laughed out of ſome countries, and 
driven out of others, yet there are, to his know- 
ledge, many of them in Ireland. I ſtopped theſe 
eſſers, and others, who were perhaps ready, 
by aſſuring them, that my correſpondent was 


neither a ſaint nor a conjuror. They aſked me, | 


what he was then ? I anſwered, that they ſhould 
know it from yourſelf; and opening your letter, 
read to them in French the character, which you 
draw of yourſelf. Particular parts of it were ap- 
proved or condemned by every one, as every one's 
own habits induced them to judge ; but they all 
agreed, that my correſpondent ſtood in need of 
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more fleep, more victuals, leſs ale, and better 
company. I defended you tae beſt I could; and, 
bad as the cauſe was, I found means to have the 
laſt word, which in diſputes you know is the ca- 
pital point. The truth is, however, that I con- 
vinced nobody, not even the weakeſt of the com- 
pany, that is, myſelf. | 

I flatter my friendſhip for you with the hopes, 
that you are really in the caſe, in which you tay, 
that our friend Pope ſeems to be ; and that you 


do not know your own character. Or did you 


mean to amuſe yourſelf, like that famous pain- 
ter, who, inſtead of copying nature, tried in one 
of his deſigns, how far it was poſſible to depart 
from his original? Whatever your intention was, 
I will not be brought in among thoſe friends, 
whoſe misfortunes have given them an habitual 


ſourneſs. I declare to you once for all, that I 
asm not unhappy, and that I never ſhall be ſo, un- 
leſs I fink under ſome phyſical evil. Retrench 


therefore the proportion of peeviſhneſs, which you 
ſt to my account. You might for ſeveral other 
reaſons retrench the proportions, which you ſet 


do the account of others, and fo leave yourſelf 


without peeviſhneſs, or without excuſe. I la- 

ment, and have always lamented, your being 
placed in Ireland; but you are worſe than peeviſh, 
you are unjuſt, when you ſay, that it was either 
not in the power or will of a miniſtry to place 
you in Exgland. Write miniſter, friend Jonathan, 


and ſcrape out the words, either, porver, or; af- 
ter which the paſſage will run as well, and be 


conformable to the truth of things. I know but 
one man * who had power at that time, and 
that wretched man had neither the will nor the 


kill tomakea yu r | | 
We talk of characters: match me that, if yuu 
can, among all the odd phenomena, which have 


* Lord Oxferd. 


appeared 


11 
appeared in the moral world. I have not a Tacity; 
by me; but I believe, that I remember your quo- 
tation, and as a mark that I hit right, I make no 
comment upon it. As you deſcribe your public 
ſpirit, it ſeems 7 me to be ST as well a 
your peeviſhneſs. Your prop r reforming 
de ſtate are admirable ; — your ſchemes con- 
ceiſe. With reſpect to your humble ſervant, you 
judge better than you did in a letter I received 
from you about four years ago. You ſeemed at 
that time not ſo afraid of the nightingale's falling 
into the ſerpent's mouth. This reflection made 
me recollect, that I writ you at that time a long 
epiſtle in metre. After rumaging among my papers 
I found it, and ſend it with my letter: it will ſerve 
to entertain you the firſt faſt-day. I depend on 
the fidelity of your friendſhip, that it ſhall fall 
under no eye but your own. Adieu. 
LI read in Ezg/iþ, (for ſhe underſtands it) to 2 
certain lady, the paſſage of your letter, which re- 
lates to her. The Latin I moſt y con- 
cealed. She defires you to receive the compli- 
ments of one, who is ſo far from being equal to 
fifty others of her ſex, that ſhe never found her- 
ſelf equal to any one of them. She ſays, that ſhe 
has neither youth nor beauty, but that ſhe hopes 
on the long and intimate acquaintance ſhe has 
had with you, when you meet, if that ever hap- 
pens, to caſt ſuch a miſt before your eyes, that 
you ſhall not perceive ſhe wants either of them. 


LET: 
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LETTER cecxum. 
Lady M to Dr. S WI F T. 


DEAR SIR, /Interi'd, Received 20th 
| =... 


Ir is impoſſible for you to imagine with what 
_ fatisfaftion I received your kind letter, and 


though I had been ſo long without hearing from 
you, I could never impute it to want of friend- 
ſhip in one, whoſe goodneſs to me hath always 
been abundantly more than 1 could deſerve. I 
had writ often to you, but having no ſafe convey- 
ance, choſe rather to enquire after your health 
and welfare, of ſome people that could give me an 
account of it. And I do affure you, from the 
bottom of my heart, there is not a perſon livin 

I have a greater friendſhip for than yourſelf, an 


mall have to the end of my life. Indeed, now, I | 
_ can only ſhew it in expreſſions, but I flatter my- 


ſelf you believe them fincere. I long to ſee you 


at my retired habitation, where you will meet 


with a moſt hearty welcome, and faithful friends, 
and none more ſo than her, who is your moſt af- 
feftionate humble ſervant, A.M M. 


My lord, children, bro- 
ther and ſiſter, are your 
humble ſervants. 


LE T. 
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LETTER CCXIX. 


Lord C——— * to Dr. SWIFT. 
SIR, Arlington-fireet, June 20th, 1-24 


1 O© begin by confeſſing myſelf in the wrong 
will, I hope, be ſome proof te you, that none of 
the ſtations, which I have gone through, have 
hitherto had the effects upon me, which you ap- 
prehend. If a month's filence has been turned 
to my diſadvantage in your eſteem, it has at leaf 
had this good effect, that I am convinced by the 
kindneſs of your reproaches, as well as by the 
_ goodneſs of your advice, that you ſtill retain ſome 
part of your former friendſhip for me, of which! 
am the more confident from the agreeable free- 
dom with which you expreſs yourſelf : and T ſhall 
not forfeit my pretenſions to the continuance of | 
it, by doing any thing, that ſhall give you occa 
ſion to think, that I am inſenſible of it. 8 
Zut to come to the point: your firſt letter is 
dated 28th May, your ſecond the gth of June. By 
the date of this you will ſee, that the interval of 
ſilence may be accounted for by a few excurſions, 
which I have made into the country : therefore | 
defire you will put the moſt favourable ſenſe. 
The principal affair you mention is under e, 
amination + ; and till that is over, I am not in- 
formed ſufficiently to make any other judgment 


* Lord C—— was then lord lieutenant of Ireland. 
In the letter, to which this is an anſwer, the dean com- 
plained, that a former letter had been a month unanſwer- 
ed. For both theſe letters of the dean ſee the volume: 
publiſhed by Mr. Deane Swift, in 1763. 

F © Probably that of Mr. H::4's patent for coining half 
pours ard farthings for Ireland, which was referred to the 
erds of the privy council of England, who, on the 24th of 
July, 1724, drew up a repo: i, juſtifying the patertee.” 
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of the matter, than that, which I am naturally 
led to make, by the general averſion, which ap- 
| RE ET inthe by 
I hope the nation will not ſuff my being 

—— and nee 
its proſperity, I ſhall think it the honour and hap- 
ineſs of my life. I defire you to believe what 1 
, and particularly when I profeſs myſelf to be 


| with great truth, Sir, your moſt faithful and afl. 


ſectionate humble ſervant. C. 


LETTER CCXX. 
Land O=- tw Dr. SWIPT. 


SIR, Arlngton-freet, Auguſt the 40h, 1724, 


Y our due whe the dne 
can never allow : that is the privilege of ill wri- 
ters. And I am reſolved to give you compleat fa- 
tisfaction by leaving it with you, whether I ſhall 
be that laſt writer or not. Methinks I fee you 
_ throw this letter upon your table in the heighth 


of ſpleen, becauſe it may have interrupted fome 
of your more agreeable thoughts. But then, in 
return, you may have the comfort of not anſwer- 
ing it, and ſo convince my lord lieutenant, that 
you value him leſs now than you did ten years 
ago. I don't know but this might become a free 
and a philoſopher. Whatever you may 
ink of it, I not be teſty, but endeavou: to 
ſhew, that I am not altogether inſenſible of the 
force of that genius, which hath outihone moſt of 
this age, and when you will diſplay it again, can 
convince us, that its luſtre and ſtrength are ſtil! 
the fame. „ 
Once more I commit myſelf to your cenſure, 
Vol. II. | 5 and 


18981 
and am, Sir, with t ref your molt af. 
fectionate bumble kran, — ©. ® 


1 TT E R CCXXL. 
Lord BOLINGBROKE to Dean SWIFT. 
| September the 12th, 1724 


Ka ſickneſs, nor journies, nor ill hu- | 
mours, nor age, nor vexation, nor ſtupidity, 


which has hindered me from anſwering ſooner 
your letter of the month of June; but a very pru- 
dent confideration, and one of the trains 
of policy I ever exerciſed in my life. Should [ 


anſwer you in a month, you might think your- 


ſelf obliged to * me in fix ; and, ſcared at 
5 2 fatigue twice a year to an ab- 
friend, you 9 ought either you or! 
can tell) ſtop ſhort, and not write at all. Now 


this would diſappoint all my projects; for, to - 


confeſs the truth, I have been drawin you in 
theſe ſeveral years, and by my paſt ſuc ce I be. 
gin to hope, that in about ten more, I may eſta- 
liſh * + of hearing from you once a quarter. 
The gout neither clears my head, nor warms my 
imagination, and I am aſhamed to own to you, 
| how near the truth I ke in the deſcription. of 
what paſſed by my bedſide in the reading of your 
letter. The ſcene was really ſuch as I painted it; 
and the company was much better than you ſeem 
to think it. When I, who paſs a great part, 
very much the greateſt, of my lite alone, ſally 
forth into the world, I am very far from expect. 


ing to improve myſelf by the converſation I find 


there; and flill farther from caring one jot of 


* See the letter, to which this is an anſwer, in the ro- 
Ilumes pubilhed by Mr. Deanc Suit. | 
what 
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„„ 
what paſſes there. In ſhort, I am no longer the 
bubble you knew me; and therefore, when 1 


Tas in ſociety, it is purely for my amuſement. 


mankind divert me (and I defy them to give 
me your diſtemper, the ſpleen) it is all I expect 
or aſk of them. By this fincere confeſſion you 
may perceive, that your great maſters of reaſon 
are not for my turn; their thorough baſs be- 
numbs my faculties. I ſeek the fiddle or the flute, 
ſomething to raiſe, or ſomething to calm my ſpi- 
rits agreeably ; gay flights, or ſoothing images. 
[do not diſlike a fellow, whoſe imagination runs 
away with him, and who has wit enough to be 
half mad; nor him, who atones for a ſcanty ima- 
gination by an ample fund of oddneſſes and ſin- 
gularity. If good ſenſe and great knowledge pre- 


ail a little too much in any character, I defire 


there may be at leaſt ſome latent ridicule, which 
may be called forth upon occaſion, and render 
the perſon a tolerable companion. By this ſceteh 
you may judge of my acquaintance. The dead 
friends, with whom I paſs my time, you know. 
The living ones are of the ſame fort, and there- 


| tore few. 


I paſs over that part of your letter, which is a 
kind of an elegy on a departed minitter * ; and I 
promiſe you ſolemnly neither to mention him, 
nor think of him more, till I come to do him 
juſtice in an hiſtory of the firſt twenty years of 
this century, which I believe I ſhall write, if I 
live three or four years longer. But I muſt take 


| little mere notice of the paragraph. which fol- 
lows. The verſes I ſent you are very bad, be- 
Cauſe they are not very good: mediocribus offe pue- 


lis non dii non homines, c. I did not fend them 


to be admired ; and you would do them too much 


honour, if you criticiſed them. Pope took the 


| bett party; for he ſaid not one word to me about 


* The earl of Oxfird, * died in June, 1724. 


them. 


too 
All I defire of you is to conſider them as 
proof, that you have never been out of my 
thoughts, though you have been ſo long out of 


ht; and, if T remember you upon paper for 
22 ture, it ſhall be in proſe. 


you = 

fort, in Engliſh free-thinker, is, my 
ion, uſually applied to them, hom | 
look upon to be the peffs of ſociety ; becauſe their 
| endeavours are diretted to looſen the bands of it, 
and to take at leaſt one curb out of the mouth of 
that wild beaſt man, when it would be well if he 


go farther. Revealed religion is a lofty and 
4 lain builder „ Fogg 


S ſeveral inſtances; but 


r intention 1s not to demoliſh : whereas 
drt, or the free-thinker, is ſo ſet upon 
ling own your houſe about your ears, that if 
let 3 he would deſtroy the other for 
ing fo near it, and mingle both in one com- | 
mon ruin. I therefore not only diſown, but de- 
teſt this character. If indeed "by ore fre, or 
free-thinker, you only mean a man, w 
a free uſe of his reaſon, who ſearches after truth 
without paſſion or prejudice, and adheres invio- 
lably to it, you mean a wiſe and honeſt man, and 
| ſuch an one as I labour to be. The _y of 
diſtin uiſhin between right and wrong, true 


and „ W we call reaſon, ar common 
ſenſe, 
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ſenſe, which is given to every man by our boun- 
tiful Creator, and which moſt men loſe by ne- 


gftect, is the light of the mind, and ought to guide 


all operations of it. To abandon this rule, and 
to guide our thoughts by any other, is full as ab- 
ſurd, as it would be, if you ſhould put out your 
eyes, and borrow even the beſt ſtaff, that ever 


5 rr og when pare gon 
upon one of your dirty journies. 8 - 
thinkers as theſe I am ſure you cannot, even in 


olical Capacity, diſapprove : for ſince 


the truth of the divine revelation of Chriſtianity 


is as evident, as matters of fact, on the belief of 


which ſo much depends, ought to be, and 


agree- 
able to all our ideas of juſtice, theſe free-thinkers 
muſt needs be Chriſtians on the beſt foundation; 


on that, which St. Paul himſelf eſtabliſhed, I 


think it was St. Paul, omnia probate, quod benum 
oft, tenete. ; | | © 

But you have a further ſecurity from theſe free- 
thinkers, I do not ſay a better, and it is this: the 


| perſons ] am deſcribing think for themſcives, and 
| to themſelves. Should 


they unhappily not be 
convinced by your arguments, yet they will cer- 
tainly think it their duty not to diſturb the peace 


of the world by oppoſing you. The peace and 
e 1 | 


3 bap- 


 ® Notwithſtandicg the declarations made by lord Baliag- 

obe in this letter, he left his writings againtt religion to 
Mr. Mallet, with a view to their being publiihed, as 2p- 
pears by his will; and with a poſitive and direct inju :ction 


to publiſh them, as appears by a letter from Mr. Malle: 


to lor] Hyde, viicount Cornbury, now in the Britiſi Mu- 


| ſeum. We have therefore his lordſhip's own authority to 


ſay, that he was one ot the peſts of ſociety, even if the 
opinions, which he has advanced againſt religion, are true; 
for his endeavour js certainly directed to looſen the band 
of it, and to take at leaſt one curb out of the mouth 
of that wild bcaſt man. Expreſly ta direct the pub- 
lication of writings, which, he believed, would ſub- 
vert the morals and the happineſs of ſociety, at a time 
„hen he cuuld derive no private advantage from the rmil- 
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happineſs of mankind 1s the great aim of theſe 
free-thinkers; and, therefore, as thoſe amon 
them, who remain incredulous, will not . I 
you, fo thoſe, whom reaſon, enlightened by 
grace, has made believers, may be ſorry, and 
may expreſs their ſorrow, as I have done, to ſee 
religion perverted to purpoſes ſo contrary to her 
true intention, and deſign. Can a | 
Chhriſtian behold the minifters of the meek and 
humble Jeſus exerciſing an infolent and cruel 
uſurpation over their brethren ? Or the meſſen- 
gers of peace and good news ſetting all mankind 
together by the ears ? Or that religion, which 
breathes charity and univerſal benevolence, ſpill- 
ing more blood, upon reflection and by ſyſtem, 
than the moſt barbarous heathen ever did in the 
heat of action, and fury of conqueſt ? Can he be- 
hold all this without an holy indignation, and 
not be criminal? Nay, when he turns his eyes 
from thoſe tragical ſcenes, and conſiders the or- 
dinary tenour of things, do you not think he will 


ehief, was perhaps an act cf wicke dne ſe more purely dia- 
bolical, than any hitherto upon record in the hiſtory of any 
age or nation, Mallet had 2 pecuniary temptation to a 
ſaſſinate the morals and happineſs ct bis country at Baling- 
_ br:ke's inſtigation: his crime ther: fore is not equally 2 

proof of natural depravity, though it is impoſſitle to ſup- 
poſe he had leſs convittion of the miſcit:i«f he was doing; 
and it is alſo impoſſible to ſuppoſe, that he could ſeriouſly 
think any obligation to print Belingbrz4-*> infidelity, in con- 
ſequence of his injuncti n, equivalent ta the obligati n be 
was under to ſuppreſs it, ariſing from the dutx, which, a 

a man, he owed to human nature. 

The paragraph in lord Belingbrcke's vill, by which br 
_ writings are bequeathed to Acer, the letter, which lord 
Cornbury wrote to Mallet, upon hearing he was about to 
publiſh the le'ters, including thoſe on Sacred Hiſtory, and 
alle' aniwer, are, for the reader's fati:faction, print- 
ed at he end of this collection. Lord C:rnbury's letter is 
_ monument, that will do more honour to his memory, 
than all that mere wit cr valour has atchieved fince the 
world began. . | 5 

| be 
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be thocked to obſerve metaphyſics ſubſtituted to 


the theory, and ceremony to the practice of mo- 
I Sada no doubt but you are by this time abun- 
dantly convinced of my orthodoxy, and that you 


will name me no more in the ſame breath with 


Spino/a, whoſe ſyſtem of one infinite ſubſtance 1 
deſpiſe and abhor, as I have a right to do, be- 
cauſe I am able to ſhew why I deſpiſe and abhor 
2» ; | } 1 > ; 1 — 

You deſire me to return home, and you promiſe 
me, in that caſe, to come to Landon, loaden with 


| your travels. I am ſorry to tell you, that Los- 


don is, in my apprehenfion, as little likely as 
Dublin to be our place of rendezvous. - The rea- 


ſons for this apprehenſion I paſs over 3 but I can- 


not agree to what you advance with the air of a 
maxim, that exile is the greateſt puniſhment to 
men of virtue, becauſe virtue conſiſts in loving 


our country. Examine the nature of this love, 


from whence it ariſes, how it is nouriſhed, what 


the bounds and meaſures of it are; and afte: 


that, you will diſcover, how far it is virtue, and 
where it becomes ſimplicity, prejudice, folly, 
and even enthuſiaſm. A virtuous man in exile 
may properly enough be ftiled unfortunate ; bu; 


he cannot be called unhappy. You remember 


the reaſon, which Brutus gave, becauſe, wher::- 


ever he goes, he carries his virtue with him. 


There is a certain bulky volume, which grows 
daily, and the title of which muſt, I think, be 
Notes Gallice. There you may perhaps one day 


or other ſee a difſertation upon this ſubject: and 


to return you threatening for threatening, you 
ſhall be forced to read it out, though you yawu 
from the firſt to the laſt page. 
The word Ireland was ſtruck out of the paper 
you mention; that is, to ſatisfy your curioſity, 
and to kindle it anew, I will tell you, that this 
Ta anec- 
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„Abbé des FONT AINES+ 3 Monfiear 
TN SWIFT. - - -- 
Li A I Phonneur, monſieur, de vous envoyer 


© 


la ade edition de votre ouvrage, que j'ai tra- 
it en Frangois. Je vous aurois envoye la pre- 
miere, fi je n' avois pas etẽ oblige, pour des rat- 
| ſons, que je ne puis vous dire, d'inferer dans la 
22 un endroit, dont vous n'auriez pas eu 
lieu d' etre content, ce que Jai mis aſſurement 

* His lordſhip's ſecond wife, a French lady. 

+ Peter Francis Guyet des Fontaines, bori a: Run in Ner- 
mend}, 49 Jure, 1685 He entered into the ſociety of the 


OG. * 
* 


FJ 17 ½0; but quittediit fixteen years after. He 


ven ic: ſome year with the cardinal d' Auvergne, and 
24 8: Tarts, 16 December, 1743, being well known for 


!-vcral works, and particulariy fer his Obſervations ſur les 
4. t nodernes, ina great aumber of volumes. 


mal- 


. AE AS 4c. 


_ uſage: voila ce qui m' a rendu tradu 


” A oy Y y & Wo & 
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malgre moi. Comme le livre s eſt debite ſans 


auſſitòt ſupprime cet endroit dans la ade edition, 


comme vous verrez. Pai auſſi corrige Pendroit 
de monſieur Carteret, ſur lequel javois eu de 
faux memoires. Vous trouverez, monſieur, en 


beaucoup d' endroĩts une traduction peu ſidele; 


mais tout ce qui plait en Augleterre, n'a pas ict 
le meme agrement ; ſoit parce que les moeurs font 
diferentes, ſoit parceque que les alluſions et les 
allegories, qui ſont ſenſibles dans une pays, ne 
les font pas dans une 2utre ; ſoit enfin parce que 
le goũt des deux nations n'eſt pas le meme. Pai 
youla donner aux Frangois un livre, * fut a leur 
eur libre et 

fidele. Jai meme pris la liberté d' ajouter, 
on que votre imagination eſt echauffoit la mi- 
enne. C'eſt 2 vous ſeul, monſieur, que je ſuis 
redevable de Phonneur, que me fait cette tra- 
duction, qui à ete debitee icy* avec une rapiditẽ 
etonnante, et donc il y'a deja trois editions. Je 
ſuis penetre d'une ſi grande eſtime pour vous, et 
je vous ſuis fi oblige, qui f la ſuppreſſion, que 
Jai faite, ne vous ſatisfait pas entierement, je 
fairai volontiers encore d'avantage pour effacer 


juſqu' au ſouvenir de cet endroit de la preface: au 
ſurplus je vous ſupplie, monſieur, de vouloir 
dien faire attention a la juſtice, que je vous ai 


rendũ dans la meme preface. 
On ſe flatte, monſieur, qu'on aura bien t6t 


 Phonneur de vous poſſeder ici. Tou, vos amis 
vous attendent avec impatience. On ne parle ici 


que de votre arrivee; et tout Paris iouhaitte de 
vous voir. Ne deferres pas notre ſatis faction: 


vous verrez un peupl., qui vous eftime infine- 


ment. En attendant je vous demande, mon ſcur, 


| Phonneur de votre amitic, et vous prie d'etre per- 
ſuadẽ, que perſonne ne vous honore plus que 


moi, et weſt avec plus de conſideration et deiti- 
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me, votre tres humble, et tres obeiſſant ſervi- 


teur, 8 
L' Abbe des FONT AINES. 


Mr. Arbuthnatt a bien vouli 
fe charger de vous faire 
tenir cette lettre avec Pex- 
emplaire, que Jai Phon- 
neur de vous envoyer. 


LETTER CCOXXIN. 
REPONSE de Monſieur 8 WI F T. 


I. y a plus d'un mois que Jay recue votre let- 
tre du 4. de Juillet, Monſieur ; mais Pexem- 
plaire de 2de edition de votre ouvrage ne m'a pas 
ete encore remis. Pay Ii la preface de la pre- 
miere; et vous me permettrez de vous dire, que 
| Pay ete fort ſurpris d'y voir, qu'en me donnant 
pour patrie un pats, dans lequel je ſuis ne, vous 
ayez trouve a propos de myPattribuer un livre, qui 
porte le nom de fon auteur, qui a eu le malheur 
de deplaire a quelques uns de nos miniſtres, et 
gui je way jamais avouc. Cette plainte, qui je 
fais de votre conduite a mon egard, ne m'em- 
peche pas de vous rendre juſtice. Les traducteurs 
dop nent pour ia plupart des louanges exceſſives 
aux ouvrages, qu'ils traduiſent, et s'imaginent 
peut etre, que leur reputation depend en quelque 
*acon de celles des auteurs, qu'ils ont chouis. 
Mais vous avez ſenti vos forces, cui vous mettent 
eu deſſus de parcilles precautions. Capable de 
corrigcr un mauvais livre, entrepriſe plus difficile, 
que celle d'en compoſer un bon, vous n'avez pas 
craint de donner au public la traduction d'un ou- 


vrage, que vous aſſurez etre plein de pollifone- | 


rie:, de ſottiſes, de puerilites, c. Nous conve- 
nons 


11 


nons icy, que le goũt des nations n'eſt pas tou- 


jours le meme. Mais nous ſommes portes a 


croire, que le bon goùt eſt meme le par tout, ou 
il y a des | d'eſprit, de jugement et de ſca- 
voir. Si donc les livres du ſieur Gulliwer ne font 
calcules que pour les iſles Britannigues, ce voya- 
geur doit paſſer pour un tres pitoyable ecrivain. 


Les memes vices et le memes follies regnent par 
tout, du moins, dans tous les pais civiliſes de P 


Europe : et Pauteur, qui n' ecrit que pour une vil- 


le, une ince, un rovaume ou meme un ſiecle, 
merite ſi peu d' etre traduit, qu'il ne merite pas 


detre lu. | : 

Les partiſans de ce Gulliver, qui ne laiffent pas 
Fetre en fort grand nombre chez nous, ſoutien- 
nent, que ſon livre durera autant que notre lan- 


gage, parce qu'il ne tire pas ſon merite de cer- 


taines modes ou manieres de penſer et de parler, 
mais d'une ſuite d'obſervations fur les 1mperfec- 


tions, les follies, et les vices de Phomme. 


Vous jugez bien, que les gens, dont je viens 
de vous parler, n'approvent pas fort votre cri- 
tique, et vous ſerez ſans doute ſurpris de ſcavoir, 
qu'ils regardent ce chirurgien de vaiſſeau, com- 
me un auteur grave, qui ne ſort jamais de ſon ſe- 
rieux, qui n'emprunte aucun fard, qui ne ſe 
pique point d'avoir de l'eſprit, et qui fe contente 
de communiquer au public dans une narration 
ſimple et naive les avantur2s, qui lui font arri- 
vees, et les choſes, quil a vu ou entendu dire 


pendant ſes voyages. 


Quant a Particle qui regarde my lord Carterer, 
ſans m'informer d'ou vous tirez vos memoires, 
je vous diray, que vous n'avez ecrit que la moi- 


_ tie de]a veritẽ; et que ce Dragier oũ reel ou ſup- 


poſe a fauve l' Irlande, en mettant toute la nation 
contre un projet, qui devoit enrichir au depenſe 


du public un certain nombre de particuliers. 


Pluiteurs accidens, qui foat ariive, m'empe- 
cheront de faire le voyage de France preſente- 


108 ] 


ment, et je ne ſuis plus affez jeune pour me flat- 
ter de retrouver une autre occaſion. Je ſcais, 
que jay perdũ beaucoup, et je ſuis tres ſenſible 
a cette - Funique conſolation, qui me 
reſte, Celt de ſonger, que jen ſupporteray mieux 
22 au quel Ia fortune m' a condamne. Je 
uis, &Cc. 


LETTER CCXXIV. 
Lord BOLINGBROKE to Dr. SWIFT. 
London, Fuly the 21th, 1725. 


M R. Ford will tell you how I do, and what 
I do. Tired with ſuſpence, the only inſupporta- 
ble misfortune of life, I defired, after nine years 
of autumnal promiſes and vernal excuſes, a de- 
cifion ; and very little cared what that deciſion 
was, provided it left me a liberty to ſettle abroad, 
or put me on a foot of living „ at home. 
The wiſdom of the nation has thought fit, inſtead 
of granting fo reaſonable a requeſt, to paſs 
an act, which fixing my fortune unalterably ta 
this country, fixes my perſon here alſo: and 
_ thoſe, who had the leaſt mind to ſee me in Eng- 
land, have made it impoſſible for me to live p 
where elſe. Here I am then, two thirds reſto 
my perſon ſafe, (unleſs I meet hereafter with har- 
der treatment than even that of Sir Waker Ra- 
leigh)) and my eſtate, with all the other property 
I have acquired, or may acquire, ſecured to me. 
But the attainder is kept carefully and prudently 
in force, left ſo corrupt a member ſhould come 
again into the houſe of lords, and his bad leaven 
ſhould four that ſweet, untainted maſs. Thus 
much I thought I might ſay about my private af- 
fairs to an old friend, without diverting him too 
long from his labours to promote * 


* r. wn” —_— 


- Publiſhed in two poſthumons volumes by Mr. Deane Swift. 
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of the church and ftate of Ireland; or, from his 
travels into thoſe countries of giants and pigmies, 
from whence he imports a cargo I value at an 
higher rate than that of the richeſt galeon. Ford 
brought the dean of Derry + to ſee me. Unfor- 
tunately for me, I was then out of town ; and the 
journey of the former into Ireland will perhaps 
defer for ſome time my making acquaintance 
with the other; which I am ſorry for. I would 
not by any means loſe the opportunity of know- 
ing a man, who can eſpouſe in good earneſt the 
ſyſtem of father Ma/lebranche, and who is fond of 
going a miſhonary into the Ve- Indies t. My 


* This is very obſcure : Gulliver was not then publiſh- 
ed. Perhaps Berkeley brought Belingbroke a copy of the 
MS. Former, I ſuppoſe, is Swift, called an old friend : 
ther is Berkeley; but the nomiaative caſe is ſo remote, 
that former ard other ſcarce make the ſenſe intelligible. 
This letter is dated in 1725; Gualliver's trareh were firſt 


publiſhed in 1726. 


+ Doctor Berkeley. 1 — | 
t Dr. Berkeley formed a deſign of fixing an univerſity in 
the Bermudas, for the improvement of our colonies, and 
the education of Indians, to be employed as miſſionaries 


among their countrymen. For this college he obtained 
az charter, in which he was appointed pr. ſident, and a cer- 


tain number of fellows, ſelected by himſelf, were incor- 
orated ; but the deſign miſcarried for want of money. 
Fre ſyſtem of Mallebraxche here referred to, was, that 


aur ideas are diſtin& from our underſianding, and that we 


ſee all things in God.” la other words, that material ob- 
jets are not the cauſes of our ideas. Berkeley, in the 
early part of his life, wrote a diſſertation againſt the ex- 
iſtence of material beings, and external objects, with ſuch 
ſubtilty, that V hiſtes acknowledged himſelf unable to 
confute it, and recommended the taſk to Dr. Clarke. The 
Dr. however did not perform it; and the diſſertation re- 
mains unanſwered to this time, except what has been at- 
tempted by Baxter in his treatiſe on ſoul. 

Bayle ſays, that Mallebranche*s ſyſtem was only that of 

1.*ns, amended and unfolded. . 

See a farther account of Dr. Berkeley, in à letter from 

Swift to lord Carteret, dated September 3d, 1 724, lately 


zeal 
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zeal for the pro ion of the Goſpel will hard- 
ly carry me fo far; but my ſpleen y—_ Europe 
has, more than once, made me think of buying | 
the dominion of Bermudas, and ſpending the re. 
mainder of my days as far as poſſible from thoſe 
people, with whom I have paſt the firk and great- 
_ eſt part of my life. Health and every other na- 
tural comfort of life is to be had there. As to 
imaginary and artificial pleaſures, we are philo. 
. ſophers enough to deſpiſe them. What ſay you? 


Will you leave your Hibernian flock to fome | 


other ſhepherd, and tranſplant yourſelf with me 
into the middle of the Atlantic ocean? We will 
form a ſociety-more reaſonable, and more uſeful, 


than that of doctor Berk/zy's college: and I pro- | 


miſe you ſolemnly, as ſupreme magiſtrate, not to 
ſuffer the currency of Wo:d*'s halfpence : nay, the | 
coiner of them ſhall be hanged, if he preſumes to | 
ſet his foot on our iſland. 5 Do 
Let me hear how you are, and what you do; 

and if you really have any latent kindneſs ſtill at 

the bottom of your heart for me, ſay ſomething 
very kind to me, for I don't diſlike being cajoled. 
If your heart tells you nothing, ſay nothing, that 
I may take the hint, and wean myſelf from you 
by degrees. Whether I ſhall compaſs it or no, 
God — : but, ſurely this is the propereſt 
place in the world to renounce friendſhip in, or 
to forget obligations. Mr. Ford ſays, he will be 
with us again by the beginning of the winter. 
Your far will probably hinder you from takin 
the e journey. Adieu, dear dean. I had | 
ſomething more to ſay to you, almoſt as impor- 
tant as what I have faid already, but company 
comes in upon me, and relieves yau. 


1 Mrs. Tobnſin, the lady whom he celcLratei by the | 
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LETTER CCXXV. 
Dr. ARBUTHNOTT to Dr. SWIFT. 
| DEAR SIR, Lond, Oober 17th, 1725. 


I HAVE the vanity to think, that a few 
friends have a real concern for me, and are un- 
eaſy when I am in diſtreſs; in conſequence of 
which, I ought to communicate with them the 
joy of my recovery. I did not want a moſt kind 
paragraph in your letter to Mr. Poze, to convince 
me, that you are of the number ; and I know, 
that I give you a ſenſible pleafure in telling you, 
that I think myſelf at this time almoſt perfectly 
recovered of a moſt unuſual and dangerous diſtem- 
per, an impoſthume in the bowels; ſuch a one, 
that had it been in the hands of a chirurgeon, in 
an outward and fleſhy part, J ſhould not have 
been well theſe three months. Duke Di/zey, our 
old friend, is in a fair way to recover of ſuch 
another. 'There have been ſeveral of them oc- 


caſioned, as I reckon, by the cold and wet ſea- 


ſon. People have told me of new impoſtures (as 
they called them) every day. Poor Sir William 
Wyndham is an impeſture : | hope the Barth, where 
he is going, will do him good. The hopes of 
ſeeing once more the dean of &. Patrici's revives 
my ſpirits. | cannot help imagining ſome of 
your old club met together like mariners after a 


| | ftorm. For God's ſake do not tantalize your 


friends any more. I can prove by twenty unan- 
ſwerable arguments, that it is abioluteiy neceſſa- 
ry, that you ſhould come over to Erz/znd ; that 
it would be committing the great it abſardity 
that ever vas, not to do it the next approaching 


winter. I believe, indeed, it is jult poſſible to 
fave your ſoul without it, and that is all. As for 


your 


1 - 1 

your book * (of which I have framed to myſelf 
ſuch an id-a, that l am perſuaded, there is no 
doing any good upon mankind without it) I will 
ſet the letters myſelf, rather than that it ſhould 
not be publiſhed. But before you put the ſiniſn- 

ing hand to it, it 1s really neceſſary to be ac. 
quainted with ſome new improvements of man- 
kind, that have appeared of late, and are daily 
appearing. Mankind has an inexhauſtible ſource 
of invention in the way of folly and madneſs. [ 
have only one fear, that when you come over, you 
will be ſo much coveted and taken up by the mi- 
niftry ; that, unleſs your friends meet you at their 
tables, they will have none of your company, 
This is really no joke ; I am quite in earneſt. 
Your deafneſs is ſo neceſſary a thing, that I al- 
moſt begin to think it an affectation. I remem- 


ber you uſed to reckon dinners. I know of near 


| half a year's dinners, where you are already be- 
ſpoke. It is worth your while to come to ſee 


8 your old friend Lewis, who 1s wiſer than ever he 


was, the beſt of huſbands. I am ſure I can ſay 
from my own experience, that he is the beſt of 


friends. He was ſo to me, when he had little 


hope I ſhould ever live to thank him. 

You muſt acquaint me before you take journey, 
that we may provide a convenient lodging for you 
amongſt your friends. I am called away this mo- 
ment, and have only time to add, that I love and 
long to ſee you, and am molt fincerely, dear Sir, 
your moſt faithful humble ſervant, 

| JO. ARBUTHNOTT. 


* Gulliver's travels. 


LET. 
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LETTER CCXXVL 


Der. ARBUTHNOTT to Dr. SWIFT, 
5 then in London | | 


DEAR SIR, = |Indorſed, 1726] 


T navs been at your lodgings this morning, 

but you was out early. W 

the honour of a viſit from you on Thur/day nigh 
| at ſeven o'clock. You are to be atten 5 

dear Sir, your moſt faithful humble ſervant, 
| JO. ARBUTHNOTT. 


chat hour; but I Ball Ke Jon before 
that time. Tueſday, 3 oclock. 25 
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| LETTER ccxxvn. 
Dr. SWIFT to Mr. Wok RALI. 


* The Dean went to London in the beginning of April, 

6; and this invitation was made by her royal highneſs, 

l — queen Caroline, ſoon after; but is uncertain on 
What day. : 

F This gentleman was a foundling, and Swift uſed to call 
him Melchiſedeck, becauſe Melckiſedeck is ſaid to have had 
neither father nor mother: he was a clergyman, a maſter 
of arts, a reader, and a vicar of Swift's cathedral, and 
. | maſter of the fong: he was nearly of the dean's own 

ſanding in the college, had good ſenſe, and much humour. 

His wife was a woman of great ſprightlineſe, good - nature, 
| and generoſity : remarkably cleanly, and elegant in her 

perion, in her houſe, and at her table; the Dean there- 

— was of his gueſts, and contracted great intimacy with 


and 
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and I will wait for it, and in the mean time bor. 
row where | can. What you tell me of Mr, 
obn/on, | have long expected, with t oppreſ. 
= and heavineſs of heart. We hoe! been per. 
fe& friends theſe thirty-five years. Upon my ad- 
vice they both came to Jrelard, and have been 
ever ſince my conſtant companions ; and the re. 
mainder of my life will be a very melancholy 
ſcene, when one of them is gone, whom I moſt 
_ eſteemed, upon the ſcore of every good quality, 
that can ,olfibly recommend a human creature. 
| have theſe two months ſeen through Mrs. Ding 
_ tey's diſguiſes f. And, indeed, ever ſince [ left 
you, my heart hath been ſo ſunk, that I have not 
| the ſame man, nor ever ſhall be again ; but 
drag ona wretched life, till it ſhall pleaſe God to 
call me away. I muſt tell you, as a friend, that 
if you have reaſon to believe Mrs. Jabaſan cannot 
1 out till my return, I would not think of 
coming to nN in r would ex- 
pect of you, in the beginnin ptember, to 
— 4 N for — fol — 3 which 
time | will ſpend in ſome retirement far from 
| London, till I can be in a diſpoſition of appearing, 
after an accident, that muſt be fo fatal tomy 
quiet. I wiſh it could be brought about, that ſhe 
might make her will. Her intentions are to leave 
the intereſt of all her fortune to her mother and 
ſiſter, during their lives, and afterwards to Dr. 
Stepbens's hofpital, to purchaſe lands for ſuch uſes 
there as ſhe deſigns. Think how | am diſpoſed 
while | write this, and forgive the inconſiſtencies. 
I would not for the univerſe be preſent at ſucha 
trial of ſeeing her depart. She will be among 
friends, that, upon her own account and great 


worth, will tend her with all poſſible care, where | 


I ſhould be a trouble to her, and the greateſt tor- 
1 Probably endeavouring to conceal Mrs. Jobn ſen's dat- | 
ger, in tenderneſs to the Dean. | p | 


ment 


7 


. 
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ment to myſelf. In caſe the matter ſhould be 


deſperate, I would have you adviſe, if they come 
to tou n. that they ſhould be lodged in ſome airy 
healthy part, and not in the deanry ; which be- 
fides, you know, cannot but be a very impro 

thing for that huuſe to breathe her laſt in. This 
| leave to your diſcretion, and I conjure you to 
burn this letter immediately, without telling the 
contents of it to any perſon alive. Pray write 
to me every week, that | may know what ſteps to 
take; for I am determined not to go to [relard, 
to find her juſt dead or dying. Nothing but ex- 
tremity could make me ſo familiar with thoſe ter- 
rible words, applied to ſuch a dear friend. Let her 


know, I have bought her a repeating gold watch, 
for her eaſe in winter nights. I deſigned to have 
ſurpriſed her with it; but now I would have her 


know it, that ſhe may ſee how my thoughts are 
always to make her eaſy, I am of opinion, that 


there is not a greater folly than to contract too 


great and intimate a friendſhip, which muſt al- 
ways leave the ſurvivor miſerable. On the back 
of Breretor's note there was written the account 
of Mrs. Jobnſan's fickneſs. Pray, in your next, 
avoid that miſtake, and leave the backſide blank. 
When you have read this letter twice, and retain 


what I defire, pray burn it; and let all I have 


ſaid lie only in your own breaſt. Pray write 


every week. I have (till I know further) fixed 


on Auguſt the fifteenth to ſet out for Ireland. 1 


| + ſhall continue or alter my meaſures according to 


your letters. . Adieu. | wy 

Pray tell Mr. Dobbs, of the college, that I re- 
ceived his letter, but cannot poſſibly anſwer it, 
which I certainly would if I had materials. As 
to what you ſay about promotion, you will find 
it was given immediately to Maule, as I am told; 
and | aſſure you I had no offers, nor would ac- 


| cept them. My behaviour to thoſe in power hath 


Ex: © 
been directly contrary, fince I came here. I had 
rather have good news from you than Canterbury, 
though it were given me upon my own terms. 


LETTER CCXXVILL 


Lord BOLINGBROKE to the Three Yahoo; 
of Twickenham, JONATHAN, ALEXAN- 
DER, JOHN G. 


Mosr EXCELLENT TRIUMVIRS or 
PARNASSUS, 

1 HOUGH you are probably very indifferent 

where I am, or what 1 am doing ; yet I reſolve 

to believe the contrary. I perſuade myſelf, that 


9 you have ſent at leaſt fifteen times within this fort- 


night to f D farm, and that you are extremely 
mortiſied at my long ſilence. To relieve you there- 


 lefs than write a few lines to you; and [ pleaſe 
_ myſelf beforehand with the vaſt pleaſure, which 
this epiſtle muſt needs give you. That I may 
add to this pleaſure, ml; give you further proofs 
of my beneficent temper, I will likewiſe inform 
ou, that I ſhall be in your neighbourhood again 
the end of next week ; by which time I hope 
that Fonarthar's imagination of buſineſs wall 
ſucceeded by ſome imagination more | Ins 
_ profeſſor of that divine ſcience, la bag 
Adieu, Jonathan, Alexander, John! mirth be 
with you. 


From __— OP EE Fuly the 23d, 
F720 1 | 


'* John Gay. 3 
. The country reſidence of lord Bolingbroke, near Crus- 


L ET. 


ferd in Middleſex. 


ſore from this great anxiety of mind, Ican dono | 


Ca 
- 
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LETTER CCXXIX. 
br. SWIFT tw Mr. WORRAL. 
London, Auguſt 6, 1726. 
T the time that I had your letter, with the 


- bill, (for which I thank you) I received another 


from Dr. Sheridan, both "Full of the melancholy 
account of our friend. The doctor adviſes me 
to go over at the time I intended, which I now de- 
fign to do, and to ſet out on Monday the fifteenth 
from hence. However, if any accident ſhould 
happen to me, that you do not find me come 
over on the firit of September, I would have you 
pad x. {pr > her abſence from the ſecond of 


r 1 ar Fan pact 
to ſet up, and ſhall hardly be there in leſs than a 


fortnight from this — and if I ſhould then 
hear our friend was no more, I might probably 
be abſent a month or two in ſome parts of Derby- 
Hire, or Wales. However, you need not renew 


the licence till the firſt of September; and, if I 
come not, I will write to you from Chefter. This 


unhappy affair is the greateſt trial I ever had; 
and I think you are unhappy in having converſed 
ſo much with that perſon under ſuch circum- 
ſtances. Tell Dr. Sheridan, I had his letter; but 
care not to anſwer it. I wiſh you would 2 
your opinion, at Cheſter, whether I ſh 
over or no. I ſhall be be there, God alt on 


T hurjtay, 


[ 118 J 
Thur/day, the eighteenth inſtant. This is enough 
to ſay, in my preſent fituation. I am, &c. 


My humble ſervice and thanks to 
Mrs. Wirral, for the care of our 
friend, which I ſhall never for- 


LETTER CCXXX. 


WILLIAM PULTENEY, Eſq; afterwards Earl 


of Bath, to Dr. SWIFT. | 
DEAR SIR, London, Sept. the 3d, 1726. 


1 RECEIVED the favour of your kind letter 


at my lord Chetwyr's; and though you had fo 
much goodneſs, as to forbid my anſwering it at 
that time; yet I ſhould be inexcuſable, now l 
have perfectly recovered my health and ſtrength, 


if I did not return you my very hearty thanks for 


your concern for me during my illneſs. Though 


our acquaintance has not been of long date, yet 


I think I may venture to aſſure you, that, even 
among your old friends, you have not many, 


who have a juſter regard for your merit than [ 


have. I could wiſh, that thoſe, who are more 


able to ſerve you than I am, had the ſame deſire 


of doing it. And yet methinks, now I conſider 


it, and reflect who they are, I ſhould be ſorry 


they had the merit of doing fo right a thing. As 
well as I wiſh you, I would rather not have you 


vided for yet, than provided for by thoſe that 


I don't like. Mr. Pope tells me, that we ſhall ſee 
you in ſpring. When we meet again, I flatter 


myſelf we ſhall not part ſo ſoon; and I am in f 


hopes you will allow me a longer ſhare of your 


company 


i Mr nn 1 1 — ads a> - i. 


„ 

com than you did. All I can ſay to en 
you "> 2 tie oſtener to my houſe, 4 | 
promiſe, that you ſhall not have one diſh of meat 
at my table ſo diſguiſed, but you ſhall eaſily 
know what it is. You ſhall have a cup of your 
own for ſmall beer and wine maxed together ; you 
| ſhall have no women at table, if you don't like 
them, and no men, but ſuch as like you. I 
_ wiſhed mightily to be in London before you left it, 
having ſomething, which I would willingly have 
communicated you that I do not think fo 
_ diſcreet to truſt to a letter. Do not let your ex- 
pectations be raiſed, as if it was a matter of any 

t conſequence : it is not that, though I ſhould 
Gai hty glad you knew it, and perhaps I may 
ſoon find a way of letting you do ſo. 

Our parliament, they now ſay, is not to meet 
till after Chriſmas, the chief buſineſs of it being 
to give money. It may be proper the miniſters 
| ſhould know, a little before it meets, how much 
farther they have run the nation in debt, that _ 
begin to 


may prudently conceal or provide what 
fit. I am told, that many among us begin to 
grumble, that Erg/azd ſhould be obliged to ſup- 

port the charge of a very expenſive war, whilſt 
all the other powers of Ezrope are in peace. But 
I will enter no farther into public matters, takin 

it for granted, that a letter directed to you, — | 
franked by me, cannot fail of raiſing the curi- 
oſity of ſome of our vigilant miniſters, and that 
they will open it; though we know it is not 
cuſtomary for them ſo to do. Mrs. Pulteney is 
very much your humble ſervant, and I am, with 
great truth, Sir, your moſt obedient humble ſer- 


vant, . | 1 


LE. 
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LETTER CCXXXI. 
Mr. GAY to Dr. SWIFT. 
DEAR SIR, London, Sept. the 16th, 1726. 


SINCE I wrote lat, I have been always upon 
the ramble. I have been in Oxfordfire with the 
duke and ducheſs of Queenſberry, and at Peter- 
ſham, and whereſoever they would carry me; but 
as they will go to Wiltfrire without me, on Tu- 
next, for two or three months, I believe I 
then have finiſhed my travels for this year, and 
ſhall not go farther from London, than now and 
es 4s I ſaw Mr. Pepe on Sunday, 
_ whohath y a very greatdanger; but is 
very much — pane 4 ode hand. Com- 
ing home in the dark about a week ago, alone in 
my lord Bolingbroke's coach from „ he u 
overturned, a bridge has been down, 
He was thrown into the river, with the glaſſes uf 
the coach up, and was up to the knots of his 
_ perriwig in water. The an broke the glaſs 
to draw him out; by which, he thinks he receiv- 
ed the cut acroſs his hand. He was afraid he 
ſhould have loft the uſe of his little finger, and the 
next to it ; but the ſurgeon, whom he ſent for laſt 
Sunday from London to examine it, told him, that his 
fingers were ſafe, thatthereweretwonervescut, but 
no tendon. He was in very health, and very 
good ſpirits, and the wound in a fair way of be- 
ing ſoon healed. The inſtructions you ſent me 
to communicate to the- door about the finger, ! 
trauicribed 11 our own letter and ſent to him; 


® See je. T7 „ acc: unt of this id in his wy 
for, 


letter, dated September 22d, 1726, 


* 


* 
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11 
ſor, at that time, he was 28 
t 


to Wind/or Park to viſit Mr. Congreve, who ha 


been extremely ill, but is now recovered. I dined 
and ſupped on Monday laſt with lord and lady Bo- 


 Lingbroke, at lord Berkeley's, at Cranford, and re- 


turned to London with the duke and ducheſs of 
Queenſberry, on Tuęſday by two o'clock in the 


great reſpect by all your acquaintance, and every 


one of them wiſhes for your return. The lotte 
begins to be drawn on Monday next, but my week 


of attendance will be the firſt in October. I am 


diſpatch my plates for the for without it, 
I find they proceed but very ſlowly. I take your 
advice in this, as I wiſh to do in all things, and 


frequently reviſe my work, in order to finiſh it 
zs well as I can. Mr. Pultency takes the letter 


ſent him in the kindeſt manner; and I be- 
ieve he is, except a few excurſions, fixed in towa 


for the winter. As for the particular affair, that 


you want to be informed in, we are as yet wholly 


in the dark; but Mr. Pope will follow your in- 
ſtructions. I have not ſeen Mrs. Howard a great 


while, which you know muſt be a great mortifi- 
cation and ſelf-denial; but in my caſe, it is par- 


_ ticluarly unhappy, that a man cannot contrive to 
de in two places at the ſame time: if I could, 


while you are there, one of them ſhould be al- 


ways Dublin. But, after all, it is a filly thing to 


be with a friend by halves, ſo that I will give up 
all thoughts of bringing this project to ion, 


if you will contrive, that we ſhall meet n 
ſoon. I am, dear Sir, your moſt obliged and 


affectionate friend, and ſervant, | 


Vor. II. 8 | | > Be © 


obliged to follow the _—_— to make tiiem 
es; 


morning. You are remembered always with 
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LETTER CCXXXIL 
Dr. ARBUTHNOTT to Dr. SWIFT: 
_ | London, September 20, 1726. 
RR 


days, whether I ſhould write to you firſt. Lay- 
ing aſide the ſuperiority of your dignity, | thought 


2 notification was due to me, as well as to two 


others of my friends: then, I conſidered, that 


this was done in the public news, with all the 
formalities of reception of a lord lieutenant. I 

reflected on the dependency of Ireland; but, ſaid 
I, what if my friend ſhould diſpute this? Then 
I conſidered, that letters were always introduced 
at firſt from the civilized to the barbarous king- 


dom. In ſhort, my affection, and the plea- 
ſure of correſponding with my dear friend, pre- 
vailed ; and, fince you moſt diſdainfully, and 


barbarouſly confined me to two lines a month, I 


| _ was reſolved to plague you with twenty times that 


number, though | think it was a fort of a com- 
pliment, to be ſuppoſed capable of ſaying any 


thing in two lines. The Gaſceyne aſked only to 


ſpeak one word to the French king, which the 
king confining him to, he brought a paper, and 
ſaid, f2nez, and not a word more. Your n 

ciation with the finging man is in the hands of 


my daughter Nancy, who, I can aſſure you, will 


| neglect nothing that concerns you: ſhe has wrote 


about it. Mr. Pope has been in hazard of his life 


by drowning : coming late, two weeks apo, 
from lord Balinghroke's in his coach and = 


bridge on a little river being broke down, they 


were obl gee to go through the water, which was 
not too high, but the coach was overturned in 
it; and the glaſs being up, which he could not 
break, nor get down, be was very near drowned ; 


P ˙ I; P — 


181 
for, the ſootman was ſtuck in the mud, and could 


hardly come in time to his aſſiſtance. He had 


that in common with Horace, that it was occa- 
fioned by the trunk of a tree; but it was trunco 
rheda illapſa, neque Faunus ictum dextra levabat 


for he was wounded in the left hand, but thank 


God, without any danger; but by the cutting of 
a large veſſel, loſt a great deal of blood. I have 
been with Mrs. Howard, who has a moſt intole- 
rable pain in one fide of her head. I had a great 
deal of diſcourſe with your friend, her royal high- 

neſs. She inſiſted upon your wit, and good con- 

verſation. I told her royal highneſs, that was 
not what I valued you for, but for being a ſincere, 
honeſt man, and ſpeaking the truth, when others 
were afraid to ſpeak it. I have been for near 
three weeks together every day at the ducheſs of 
Marlborough's, with Mr. Congreve, who has been 
like to die with a fever, and the gout in his ſto- 


mack; but he is now better, and like to do well. 


My brother was like to be caſt away going to 


France: there was a ſhip loft juſt by him. Iwrite 


this in a dull humour, but with moſt fincere af- 
fection, to an ungrateful man as you are, that 
minds every body more than me, except what con- 
cerns my intereſt. My dear friend, farewel. 
LETTER CCXXXUI 
Lord BOLINGBROKE to Dr. SWIFT. 
| London, Septtmber the 224, 1726. 
A BOOKSELLER, who ſays he is in a few 


days going to Dublin, calls here, and offers to 


carry 2 letter to you. I cannot reſiſt the tempta- 


tion of writing to you, though I have nothing to 


ſay more by this conveyance, than I ſhould have 
by that of the poſt 8 though I have lately _ 


[ 224 J 
bed with Pope to make up a moſt elegant epiſtle 
to you 2 and verſe; and though * 
the other day the firſt paragraph of that Ched- 
der * letter, which 1s preparing for you. The 
only excuſe then, which 1 can plead for writing 
now, is, that the letters will coſt you nothing. 
Have you heard of the accident which befel poor 
Pope in going lately from me? A bridge was 
down, the coach forced to go through the water, 
the bank ſleep, a hole on one fide, and a block of 
timber on the other, the night as dark as pitch. 
In ſhort, he overturned, the fall was broke by the 
water; but the glaſſes were up, and he might 
have been drowned, if one of my men had nct 
_ broke a glaſs, and pulled him out through the 
window. His right-hand was ſeverely cut ; but 
the ſurgeon think: him in no danger of loſing the 
uſe of his fingers: however, he has lately had 
| very great pains in that arm from the ſhoulder 
downwards, which might create a ſuſpicion, that 
ſome of the glaſs remains ſtill in the fleſh. Sz. 
Andre ſays, there is none. If fo, theſe pains are 
owing to a cold he took in a fit of gallantry, 
which carried him acroſs the water to ſee Mrs. 
Howard, who has been extremely ill, but is much 
better. juſt as I am writing, I hear, that doctor 
Arbuthnott ſays, that Pope's pains are rheumatic, 
and have no relation to his wound. He ſuffers 
very much; I will endeavour to fee him to- mor- 
row. Let me hear from you as often as you can 


Acbedder letter, is a letter written by the contribu- 
tion of ſeveral friends, each furniſhing a paragraph. The 
name is borrowed from that of a large and :xcellent chee ſe 
made at Chedder in Glouceſterſbire, where all the dairies 
contribute to make the chee le, which is thus made of new 
milk, or freſh cream; of which, one dairy not furviſhing: 


a ſufficient quan ity, the common practice is to make . 


cheeſe of milk or cream that has been tet by, till a p.o- 


4 aan then part of it at lcaſt is 


officers; for 


_ [ 125 J 
afford to write. I would ſay ſomething to you 
of myſelf, if 1 had any good to fay ; but | am 
much in the ſame vay in " — you lot me, eter- 


nally buſy about trifles, diſagreeable in them- 


ſelves, but render-d ſupportable by thei: end; 
which is, to enable me to bury myſelf from the 
world (hy cannot be more tired of me than [I 


am of it) in an — 2 hope to 
bring this about ot hy + and ſhall be 
glad to fee you at my fune Adieu. 


LETTER cexxxiv. 
Mr. GAY to Dr. SWIFT. 
DEAR SIR, Whziuehall, Octaber the 224, 1726. 


Brrons 1 &y one word to hes, me 
leave to ſay ſomething of the noms ge 


affair. The letter was ſent; and the anſwer was, 


that every thing was finiſhed and concluded ac- 


_ cording to orders; and that it would be publicly 


known to be fo in a very few days; ſo that, I 
think, there can be no occafion for his writing 
any more about this affair. 
he letter you wrote to Mr. Pope, was not re- 
te rote eleven or —_ days aſter date; and 
-office, we » have very vigilant 
4 hn ITED. care = 
pay for a 3 letter. I wiſh, I could tell you, 


chat the cutting of the tendons of two of his 


fingers was a joke; but it is really ſo: the wound | 
is quite healed; his hand is ſtill weak, and ti. 
two fingers drop dow wards, asTtold you before; 


5 but, I hope, © wild be way little troubleſome or 


® In the preceding letter he ſays, no tendon is cut + he 


muſt therefore refer to a letter not in this col}cQion, if his 


memory did not fail him. | 
G 3 am- 


r 
detrimental to him. In anſwer to our letter of 
maps, pictures and receipts, you call it a tripar- 
tite letter. If you will examine it once again, you 
vill fnd ſe me lines of Mrs. Hiavard, and fome of 


NR.. 'uitency, which you bave not taken the leaſt 


n'n:11.c of, The receipt of the veal is of Mon- 
feur D:Ta'x, Mr. Pultency's cook; and it hath 
been approved of at one of our Tavickenham en- 
tertainments. The difficulty of the ſaucepan, I 


bdelieve vou will find, is owing to a negligence in 


peruſing the manuſcript; for, if I remember 
right, it is there callod a ſtew-pan. Yourearthen 
veſſel, provided it is cioie ſtopped, I allow to be 
a good j/uccdaneum. As to the boiling chickens 
in a wooden bowl, I ſhall be quite aſhamed to 
conſult Mrs. Howard upon your account, who 
thinks herſelf intirely neglected by you, in not 
writing to her. as you promiſed: however, let 
her take it as ſhe will, to ferve a friend, Pll ven- 
ture to aſk it of her. The prince and his family 
come to ſettle in town to-morrow. That Mr. 
Pulieney expected an anſwer to his letter, and 
would be extremely pleaſed to hear from you, is 
very cei tain; for I have heard him talk of it with 
expectation for above a fortnight. = 

J have of late been very much out of order 
with a ſlight fever, which I am not yet quite free 
from. It was occafioned by a cold, which my 
_ attendance at the Gaild-Hall improved. I have 
not a friend, who has got any thing under my 
adminiftration, but the ducheſs of Qucenſberry, 

who hath had a benefit of a thouſand pounds. 
_ Yeur mentioning Mr. Rolliz/on * fo kindly will, I 
know, give him much pleaſure ; for he always 

talks of you with great 2 and the ſtrongeſt 
terms of friendſhip. He 


* © A great friend of lord Bolingbroke, Dr. Scoiſt, and 
Mr. Pape. He married the widow of Jol earl of Win- 
chelſea.” N | 


a fever, 


been of late ill of 5 


1 
a fever, but is recovered fo as to go abroad and 
take the air. 5 

If the keep their word with me, I 
ſhall be able to publiſh my fables ſoon after 
Chriſtmas. The doctor's book f is intirely print- 
ed off, and will be very ſoon publiſhed. I be- 
heve you'll expect, that I ſhould give you ſome 
account how I have ſpent my time fince you left 
me. I have attended my diſtreſſed friend at 
Twickenham, and been his amanuenfis, which you 
knew is no idle charge. I have read about half 
Virgil, and half Spencer's Fairy-queen. I ſtill de- 
| pile court preferments, ſo that | loſe no time 

upon attendance on great men; and ſtill can 
find amuſement enough without quadrille, which 
| here is the univerſal employment of life. 

I thought you would be glad to hear from me, 
ſo that | determined not to ſtir out of my lodg- 
ings till I had anſwered your letter: and, I chink, 
J ſhall very probably hear more of the matter 
(which 1 mention in the firſt paragraph of this 
letter) as ſoon as I go abroad; for J expect it 
.every day. We have no news as yet of Mr. 
_ Sropford : Mr. Rollin/on told me he ſhall know of 
has arrival, and will ſend me word. Lord Bo- 
Ang brole hath been to make a viſit to Sir William 
Wyndham. I hear he is returned, but I have not 
ſeen him. If I had been in a better ſtate or 
health, and Mrs. Howard t were not to come to 
town to-morrow, I would have gone to Mr. Pcpc's 
_ to-day, to have dined with him there on Man- 


wy, aſk me how to addreſs to lord B—, 
when you are diſpoſed to write to him. If you 
mean lord Burlington, he is not yet returned from 
France, but is expected every day. If you mean 


+ © Arbuthnott's tables of antie"t coins, &c.* 
I After wards e, unteſs of Suffelk, from whom Gay at 
this time kad expectation. 2 9 

8 4 lord 
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lord m_— he is in Claucefter/Sire, and makes 
but a very ſhort ſtay ; ſc that if you direct to one 
of them in St. James's. /quare, or to the other at 
Burlington heaje, in Piccadilly, your letter will find 
them. I wiil make your compliments to lord 
Cheſterfield and Mr. Talleney; and I beg you, in 
return, to make mine to Mr. Ford. Next week 
I ſhall have a new coat, and new buttons, for 
the birth-day, though den't know, but turn- 
coat might have been more for my advantage. 
Your's moſt fincerely and afeQtonately. 


P. C. I hear that lord Bolingbrofe will be in 
town, at his houſe in Pallmall, next week. 


As we cannot enjoy any good things without 


your partaking of it, accept of the ing re- 
ceipt for ſtew ing veal *. ot - 
Take a knuckle of veal; 


Yeu may buy it, or ſteal. 
In a few pieces cut it: 
In a ſtewing-pan put it. 
Salt, pepper, and mace 
Muſt ſeaſon this knuckle; . 
Then + what's join'd to a place, 
With other herbs muckle ; 
That, which killed king ft Vill: 
And what never || ſtands ſtill. 
Some { ſprigs of that bed 
Where children are bred, 
Which much you will mend, if 
Both ſpinnage and endive, 


® This is ſuppoſed to be the receipt of Mr. Palteney's 
2 mentioned in the preceding part of this letter, ver- 
ed. 8 | 
+ Vulgo, ſalary. 
Suppoſed ſorril. | 3 | 
This is by Dr. Bentley thought to be time, or thyme. 
5 Farfley, Vide Chamberlayne, Ava 
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And lettice, and beet, 
With marygold meet. 
Put no water at all; 
For it maketh things ſmall, 
Which, leſt it d happen, 
A cloſe cover clap on. 
Put this pot of oad's mettle 
In a hot boiling kettle, 
And there let it be 
(Mark the doctrine I teach) 
About—let me fee, — 
Thrice as long as you preach + ; 
So ſkimming the _ q | 
Say grace with your hat off. 
05 on with wes rapture 
Will it fill dean and chapter! 


LETTER CCXXXV. 
br. ARBUTHNOTT to Dr. SWIFT. 
 Londens Newenber 8th, 1726. 


= I TAKE it mighty kindly, that a man of your | 
high poſt, dear Sir, was pleaſed to write me ſo 
long a letter. I look upon the captain Jom of a 
great nation to be a much greater man than the 
governor of it. 

I am ſorry your commĩſſion about your finger 
has not been executed ſooner. It is not Nanay's 
fault who has ſpoke ſeveral times to Dr Pepujch 
about it, ad wrote three or four letters, and re- 
ceived for anſwer, that he would write for the 
young fellow; bur ſtill, nothing is done. Iwill 
endeavour to get his name and direction, and 
write to him myſelf. ER 8 | 


* 


Copper. | | 
F © Which we ſuppoſe to be near four hours.“ 
: Fa. Your 


NW 
Your books ſhall be ſent as directed: they 
have been printed above a month; but ] can- 
not get my ſubſcribers names . I will make 
over all my profits to you for the property of 
Gulliver's travels; which, I beheve, will have 
as great a run as Jahn Bunyan. Gulliver is a hap- 
. can write ſuch a merry 


I made my lord archbiſhop's t compliments to 
her royal highneſs, who returns his her 
thanks; at the ſame time, Mrs. Howard read your 
letter to herſelf. The princeſs immediately ſeized 
on your plaid || for her own uſe, and has ordered 
the young princeſſes to be clad in the fame. 
When I had the honour to ſee her, ſhe was read- 
ing Gulliver, and was juſt come to the paſſage of 
the hobbling prince; which ſhe laughed at. I 
tell you freely, the part of the projectors is the 
leaſt brilliant. Leww?s * grumbles a little at it, 
and ſays, he wants the key to it, and is daily re- 
fining. I ſuppoſe he will be able to publiſh like 
Barnevelt in time. I gave your ſervice to lady 
Harvey. She 1s in alittle fort of a miff abouta 
ballad that was wrote on her, to the tune of Molhy 
Mog, and ſent to her, in the name of a begging 
poet. She was bit, and wrote a letter to the 5 
ging poet, and defired him to change two double 
entendres; which the authors, Mr. Palieney and 


1 To a werk, in 4to, intitled, Tables of ancient Coins, 
Weights and Meaſures, explained and exemplified in ſeveral 
Diſſertations.” | | | 

f © Probably archbiſhop King of Dublin.” | 
| The dean lent a preſent of ſome filk plaids from Ire- 
and, cr the princeſs of Wales, and the young princeſſes. 

* © Eraſmus Levis, Eſq;” 
F Tul refers to a pamphlet, intitled, 4 Key to the 
Leck. Or, a Treatiſe proving beyond all Contradifion the 


dangerous Tendency of a late Prem, intitled, The Rape of 


the Lick, to Government and Religion, By Eſdras Barne- 
welt, Apothecary. The ſecond edition of this piece was 
_ publiſhed in 1715, in $vo. lord 
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lord Cheſterfield, changed to ſingle entendres. I 
was againſt that, though I had a hand in the firſt. 
She is, not difpleaſed, I believe, with the ballad, 
but only with being bit. 

'There has been a comical paper about qua- 
drille t, deſcribing it in the terms of a lewd de- 
bauch among four ladies, meeting four gallants, 
two of a ruddy, and two of a ſwarthy complex- 
ion, talking of their a——es, &c. The riddle 

is carried on in pretty ſtrong terms; it was not 
found out a long time. The ladies, imagining 
it to be a real thing, began to gueſs who were of 
the partv. A great miniſter was for hanging the 
author. In ſhort, it has made very good ſport. 
Cay has had a little fever, but is pretty well 
recovered: ſo is Mr. Pope. We ſhall meet at 
lord Bolingbroke's on T hur/day, in town, at din- 
ner, and remember you. Gulliver is in every 
body's hands. Lord Scarborough, who is no in- 
ventor of ſtories, told me, that he fell in com- 
pany with a maſter of a ſhip, who told him, that 
he was very well acquainted with Gulliver; but 
that the printer had miſtaken, that he lived in 
Wapping, and not at Rotherhithe. I lent the book 
to an old gentleman, who went immediately to 
his map to ſearch for Z:/lipurt. 

We expect war here. The city of London are 
all crying out for it, that they ſhall be undone 
without it, there being now a total ſtoppage of 
all trade. I think one of the beſt courfes will 
de, to rig out a privateer for the Ve Indies. Will 

you be concerned? We will build her at Ber- 

mudas, and get Mr. Dean Berkeley to be our 
manager. Ee - 

J had the honour to ſee lord Orferd, who 
aſked kindly for you, and faid he would write 
to you. If the projet goes on of print- 


t Written by Mr. Cengreve. 5 
* He formed a deſign of fixing an univerſity in the Ber- 

_ mudas. See note on Bolingbroke's letter dated Fzly 24, 1725. 
| | | | - thy 
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ing ſome he has promiſed to gi ies 
of ſome thi ——— 1 believe had. xo and 
elſewhere. My brother Robert has been very ill 

of a rheumatiſm. Wiſhing you all health and 
happineſs, and not daring to write my paper on 
the other fide, | muſt remain, dear Sir, your moſt 
faithful humble fervant, 


JO. ARBUTHNOTT. 


LETTER CCOXXXVI. 
Mrs. HOWARD (ſince Counteſs of ——) 
| F 
[ Now. 1726. 


1 DID not expect, that the fight of my ring 
would produce the effects it has. a I was in ſuch 


| a hurry to ſhew your plaid to the princeſs, that! 


could not ftay to put it into the ſhape you de- 
fired. It pleaſed extremely, and I have orders to 
kit it up according to the firſt deſign ; but as this 
is not proper for the public, you are defired to 
ſend over, for the ſame princeſs's uſe, the height 
of the Brobdinguag — multiplied by 21. The 
young princeſſes muſt be taken care of; theirs 
muſt be in three ſhares: for a ſhort method, vou 
may draw a line of 20 feet, and upon that, by 
two circles, form an equilateral triangle ; then 
meaſuring each fide yu will find the proper quan- 
tity and proper divitſian. 'f you want a more 
particular or bettes ruie, I refer yon to the aca- 
demy of Lege db f. I am of opinion many of 
this kingdom will ſoon appear in your plaid. To 

this end it will be highly neceſſary, that care be 
taken of diſpoſing of the purple, the yellow and 
white ftilks4- and though the greens are fer the 


F See Gulliver's travels. 


1 
princeſſes, the officers are very vigilant ; fo take 
care they are not ſeized. Don't forget to be ob- 
ſervant how you diſpoſe of the colours. I ſhall 
take all particular precautions to have the money 
ready, and to return it the way you judge ſafeſt. 
I think it would be worth your refiefting in what 
manner the chequer might be beſt » 
The princeſs will take care, that you ſhall have 
pumps ſufficient to ſerve you till you return to 
England ; but thinks you cannot, in common de- 
cency, appear inheels*, and therefore adviſes your 
keeping cloſe till they arrive. Here are ſeveral 
Lill;putian mathematicians, ſo that the length of 
your head, or of your foot, 1s a ſufficient mea- 
ſure. Send it by the firſt opportunity. Don't 
forget our friends the 500 weavers. You 
may omit the gold thread. Many diſputes have 
ariſen here, whether the Big-Endians and Laſer- 
Eudians ever differed in opinion about the break- 
ing of eggs, when they were to be either but- 
tered or poached ? Or whether this part of cook- 
ery was ever known in Lilliput ? I cannot con- 
clude without telling you, that our iſland is in 
great joy ; one of our yahoos having been deli- 
vered of a creature, half ram and half yahoo ; and 
another has brought forth four perfect black + rab- 
bits. May we not hope, and, with ſome proba- 
bility, expect, that, in time, our female yahoos 
will produce a race of Houyhnhums ? I am, Sir, 
your humble ſervant, 


SIEVE YAHOO f. 
* See Gulliver's travels, where high and low heels oe 


ru de the diſtinction of political parties. 


F This alludes to a famous impoſtor, Mary Tofts, of 
A1 in Sarry, called he —— who, A New. 
3726, pretended to be delivered of Eving rabbit, and im- 
poled, among others, upon St. Andre, a phyſician, who 
was her advocate, I think, in print. | 0 

| Sicve Tales is a name given by Swift, in his Gulli- 
ver's travels, to 2 court lacy, Sn I 


LET- 
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LETTER CCXXXVI. 


The EARL of PETERBOROW to Dr. 


Ir. 
SIR, Neovenb. 29, 1726. 
I W AS endeavouring to give an anſwer to 


your's in a new diale&, which moſt of us are very 
fond of. I depended much upon a lady, who had 
a good ear, and a phant tongue, in hopes ſhe 


might have taught me to draw ſounds out of con- 


fonants. But ſhe, being a profeſſed friend to the 
Italian ſpeech and vowels, would give me no af- 
fiſtance, and fo I am forced to write to you in the 
Tabas language. Fo 5 

The new no in — is much ang ny 
great pains n about the pronunciation. Eve- 
Sha (fince a new hen oves of it ; but 


the women ſeem moſt ſatisfied, who declare for 


few words and horſe-performance. It ſuffices to 
let you know, that there is a neighing duetto ap- 
pointed for the next BY 5 
Strange diſtempers rage in the nation, which 
your friend the * doctor takes no care of. In 
ſome, the imagination is ſtruck with the appre- 


pigmy. Others expect an oration equal to any of 


Cicero's from an eloquent barb, and ſome take 


the braying of an aſs for the emperor's ſpeech in 
favour of the Vienna alliance. The knowledge 
of the ancient world is of no uſe; men have loſt 


their titles; continents and 1flands have got new | | 


names, juſt upon the appearance of a certain 


every 


WY — — —y a 4 7— Y a 


| henfion of ſwelling to a giant, or dwindling to a 


| book + Women bring forth rabbits f ; and 


* Probably Arbuthnott. 

Þ Gulliver”s travels. . 5 5 

T1 Mary Tofts pretended to do this; but being brought 
to town, and well watched, the impoſture was detect- 
ed.“ | 
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every man, whoſe wife has conceived, expects an 
heir with four legs. It was concluded not long 


2 that ſuch confuſion could be only brought 
a 


ut by the black art, and by the ſpells of a no- 
torious ſcribbling * magician, who was general- 
ly ſuſpected, and was to be recommended to the 


- mercy of the inquiſition. Indiftments were up- 
on the anvil, a charge of ſorcery preparing, and 


Merlin's friends were afraid, that the exaſperated 
pettifoggers would perſuade the jury to bring in 
25 vera. For they pretended to bring in cer- 


tain proofs of his appearance in ſeveral ſhapes, at 


one time a drapier f; at another a Wapping ſur- 
geon t, ſometimes a nardac, ſometimes a reve- 
rend divine. Nay more, that he could raife the 
dead ; that he had brought philoſophers, heroes, 


and poets in the fame caravan from the other 


world ; and, after a few queſtions, had ſent them 


all to play at quadrille in a flying iſland of his 


This was the ſcene not many days ago, and 


burning was too good for the wizzard. But what 
mutations amongſt the Lilliputians The great- 
_ eſt lady in the nation reſolves to ſend a pair of 


ſhoes without heels to captain Gulliver : ſhe takes 


vi et armis the plaid from the lady it was ſent to, 


which is ſoon to appear upon her royal perſon ; 


and now, who but captain Gulliver ? The cap- 


tain indeed has nothing more to do but to chatk 
his pumps, learn to dance upon the rope, and I 


may yet live to ſee him a biſhop. Verily, verily, 
I believe he never was in ſuch imminent danger 
of preferment. Sir, your affectionate tar. | 


*The dean. | | | 
+ la the drapier's letters agaiaſt N aad's halfpence. 
|} Lease Gulliver. | | 
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LETTER ccxxxvm. 


The EARL of PETERBOROW to Dr. 
| CFAEDL with an Invitation, &c. 


fs Liss heroes, that, from the 
extremity aw Exgiifp land, came to deſtroy 


the wicked brazen project *, deſires to meet you 


on Monday next at Pagen Green. If you are not 
en I will ſend my coach for you. 

ir Robert Walpole, any morning, except Tu 
day and Thurſday wr are his public days) 
about nine o'clock, will ad to fee you, at 


Ris London houſe. On — if I fey, |” 
5 Your affectionate 


ſervant, 
Saturday evening. 
Es LET 7 E R ccxxxxx. 

' Lady BOLINGBROKE + te Dr. SWIFT. 
4 Deus ce premier Feovier 1726-7. 
Os ee emis que vous vous plaignes 


de avoir point recũ de mes lettres. Vous avez 


PETERBOROW. 


tort : je vous traitte commes les divinites, qui | 


tiennent conte aux hommes de leurs intentions. 


Il y a dix ans, que j ay celle de vous ecire; avant 


Mod's hal i | 

+ © Second wife of lord viſcount Bolingbroke, born in 
France. She had been ſecond wife of the marquis de Fil- 
lette, chef d eicadre, nephew or ceufin o madame de 
Maintenon. Sce Voltaire Stecle de Lewis XIV tom. II. 


P. 106. edit. Amſterdam, 1764, 24%. She died 18th 4 
March. 1149. Lord Bolingbroke ſurvived her, dying 15 


_ 


December, 1751, aged 78." 


_ * * r „ „ — CLOS pp V — 
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que d'avoir Phonneur de vous connoitre Pidee, 
que je me faiſois de votre gravite, me retenoit : 

— que Jay eu celuy de voir votre reverence, 
je ne me ſuis pas trouvee aſſes d imagination pour 
Phazarder. Un certain monſieur de Gulliver 
avoit un peu remis en mouvement cette pauvre 
imagination ſi eteinte par Pair de Londres, et par 
des converſations dont je n'entend que le bruit, 
je voulũ me ſaĩſir de ce moment pour vous ecrire 
mais je tombois malade, et je Pay toujours eſte 
depuis trois mois. Je profite done, monſieur, de 
premier retour de ma ſantẽ de vous remercier de 
vos reproches, dont je ſuis tres flattẽe, et pour 
vous dire un mot de mon ami monſieur Gulliver. 
Fapprend avec une grande ſatisfaction, qu'il 
vient d' etre traduit en Frangozs, et comme mon 
ſejour en Angleterre, a beaucoup redouble mon 
amitie mon et pour mes compatriotes, 

je 8 — — participer au plaifir, 


r 
e ne def que 12 vai 
ſeaux que la 1 vient Se os puiſſent 
tre deftine, a une embaſſade ches meſſieurs les 
 Hiubnhnms. En ce cas je vous ſeraĩ, — 
nous faſſions ce voyage. En attendant je ſcay 
bon gre a un ouvrier de votre nation, qui pour 
inſtruire les dames, les quelles comme vous ſca- 
vies, monſieur, (font icy un grand uſage) de 
leurs evantails, en a fait faire ou toutes les avan- 
tures de notre veridique voya ſont depeintes. 
Vous jugez bien — part il va avoir dans leur 
converſation. Cela fera a la verite beaucoup de 
tort a la pluye et au beautems, qui en rempli- 
ſoient une partie, et en mon particulier je ſerai 
pPrivee des very cold et very warm, qui font les 
peu mots, que j entende. Je — vous en- 


| voyer de ces eventails par un de vos amis. Vous 
vous en ferez un merite avec les dames d' Irelande, 


h tant eſt que vous en ayes beſoin ; ce qui je ne 
cre1s pas, du moins fi elles penſent commes les 
| Fran- 


L 138 J 3 
Frangoiſer. Le ſeigneur de Daley, Mr. Pegs, 
et moy ſommes icy occupes a boire, manger, Fn 
mir, ou ne ainfaire priant Dieu qu'a rien, fi foit 
de vou. Revenes ce printems nous revoir, mon- 
Geur, attend votre retour avec impatience pour 
tuer le boeuf le plus peſant, et le cochon le plus 
gros, qui ſoit dans ma ferme: Pun et Pautre fe. 
ront ſervis en entier ſur le table de votre reverence, 
craint qu'elle n'aucunmon cuifinier deguiſement, 
Vous brillieres parmy nous du moins autant que- 
parmy vos Chancins, et nous ne ſerons pas moins 
empreſſe a vous plaire. Je le diſputerai a tout 
autre, etant plus que perſonne du monde votre | 


LETTER CCXL 

Lord BOLINGBROEE to Dr. SWIFT. 

3 February the 171th, 1726-7. 
: ] HIS opportunity of writing to you I car 
not neglect, though I ſhall have 6 to ſay to you 
than I ſhould have by another conveyance, Mr. 
Stopford being fully informed of all that paſſes in 
this boiſterous climate of ours, and carrying with 
him a cargo of our weekly producticas. You 
will find anger on one fide, and rage on the 
other; ſatire on one fide, and defamation oa the 
other. Ah! oz ef Grills? You ſuffer much 
where you are, as you tell me, in an old letterof 
your's, which I have before me; but you ſuffer 
with the hopes of paſſing next ſummer between 
Dawley and Twicienham ; and theſe hopes, you 
flatter us, are enough to ſupport your ſpirits. 
Remember this folemn renewal of your engage- 
ments. Remember, that though you are a Dean, 
you are not great enough to deſpiſe the reproach 
of breaking your word. Your deafneſs muff = 


ö 


errinnert 


SQ WY 
be a hackney excuſe to you, as it was to Oxford. 
What matter, if you are deaf? what matter, if 
you cannot hear what we ſay? You are not 


dumb, and we ſhall hear you, and that's e- 


nough. My wife writes to you herſelf, and ſends 
you ſome fans juſt arrived from Lilliput, which 
you will diſpoſe of to the preſent Sze//a *, who- 
ever ſhe be. Adieu, dear friend; I cannot in 


Jam hurrying my- 


ky, where I hope, that you will find me eſta- 


bliſhed at your return. There I hope to fipiſn 
my days in eaſe, without ſloth ; and believe 1 
ſhall ſeldom viſit Landon, unleſs it be to divert 


myſelf now and then with annoying fools and 
knaves for a month or two. Once more adieu; 
no man loves you better than your faitkful. 
”"LRTTEK cus 
Mr. GAY to Dr. S WI r. 
DEAR SIR, Whitehall, Feb. 18, 1726-7. 


| BELIEVE it is now my turn to write to you, 


though Mr. Pope hath taken ail I have to ſay. and 
put it into a long letter, which is font toe by Mr. 
Stepford : but however, I could not omit ths oc- 
cation for thanking you for his acquaintance. I 
don't know whether [ ought to thank you cr not, 


_ conſidering I have loft him fo ſoon, though he 
hath given me ſome hopes of ſeeing him in the 


ſummer. He will give you an account of our ne- 


gotiations together; and I may now glory in my 


Mee. Jchnſon died the month preceding the date of 
this letter; but conſidering the connection between the 
Dean and that lady, and the tenderneſs, with which he was 


known to regret her loſs, this is a ſtrange 9 
ac- 


cor ſcience keep you any longer from enjoying 5 
Mr. Stegford 's converſation. i 
elf here, that I may get a day or two for Daw- 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
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eltgether 1-day —— with ©: 
ay at s, who, with 

was in high delight upon an information ” 
Stopford gave us, that we are like to ſee you ſoon, 
My fables are printed; but I cannot get my 
plates finiſhed, which hinders the publication. [ 
expect nothing, and am like to get nothing. |: 
is needleſs to write, for Mr. Stopford can acquaint 
you of my affairs more fully than I can in a let- 
ter. Mrs. Howard deſires me to make her com- 


pliments ; ſhe hath been in an ill tate of health 


my b I 


1 i 
1 7 


5 
5 


; 


nt with ſo 1 
ſure me ſor indolence, and the want of 
e ambition. 80 that it will be abſolute 


FL 
55 


17 
fi 


I; 
” 


J. G 4 v. 


Lew: | 


| = me to improve my —— 


give my fincere ſervice to Mr. fend 
your's moſt affectionately, ö 


W e a 5 
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LETTER CCXLI. 
Lord BOLINGBROKE to Dr. SWIFT. 
May the 18th, 1727. 


] LIVED on Tueſday with you and Pope. Yeſ- 
terday another of my friends found his way to 
this retreat, and I ſhall paſs this day alone. 
Would to God my whole life could be divided in 
the ame manner; two thirds to friendſhip, one 
third to myſelf, and not a moment of it to the 


world. 


In the epiſtle, a part of which you ſhewed me, 
mention is made of the author of three Occafional 


letters , a perſon intirely unknown. I would 
| have you infinuate there, that the only reaſon 
 Waljele can have had to aſcribe them to a parti- 
_ cular perſon f, is the authority of one of his 
ſpies, who wriggles himſelf into the company 
olf thoſe, who neither love, eſteem, nor fear the 


miniſter, that he may report, not what he hears 
(ince no man ſpeaks with any freedom before 
him) but what he gueſſes. 

22 yeſterday when I leaſt expect- 


_ edit; and I am going to-day to Londen, where 1 


Daley. | - 

F Printed in his lordſhip's works. They were fiſt 
725 Feb. 1726. 7 SR k 

; This perſon was Mr. Gay; ard though Walpele was 
afterwards convinced, that Gay did not write the letters, 
yet he never ceaſed to do him ill offices; and prevented 


the queen, who declared ſhe would take up the hare from 


providing for him, though Swift defended him to her ma- 
Jelty in perſon, and told her the whole ſtory. Ser Gay's 


Y fables, and a letter from the dean to lady Suffolk, da: ed 


Nw 21, 1730; and another to lady Betty Germarn, dated 
* 32-3, in the two vols. publiſhed by Mr. Deane 
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hear that my wife is not very well. Let me know 


how Mrs. Pepe does. 
I had a hint or two more for you; but they 
have ſlipped out of my memory. Do not forget 


the ſixty nor the twenty guineas, nor the min- 


character transferred into the adminiſtration. 


Adieu, I am very faithfully your's, my dear and 


reverend Dean. I embrace Pope. 
Friday morning. 
LETTER CCXLI. 
Monfieur VOLTAIRE to Dr. SWIFT. 


SIR, Friday, 16th June, 1725. 


1 SEND you here incloſed two letters, one for 
monſieur de Mor ville, our ſecretary of ſtate, and 
the other for monſieur de Maiſon, both defirous 
and worthy of your acquaintance. Be ſo kind to 
go by Calais, or by the way to Rein. I will 

ive you ſome letters for a good lady, who lives 
in her country caſtle juſt by Razer. She will re- 
ceive you as well as you deſerve. There you will 


find two or three intimate friends, who are your 
_ admirers, and who have learned Exglift, fincel 


am in Exgland. All will pay you all the reſpects, 
and procure all the pleaſures they are capable of. 
They will give you a hundred directions for Pa- 


ris *, and provide you with all the requiſite con- 


veniences. Vouchſaſe to acquaint me with your 
reſolution. I ſhall certainly do my beſt endea- 


vours to ſerve you, and to let my country know, 


that 1 have the ineſtimable honour to be one of 
your friends. I am, with the higheſt reſpect and 


* Swift, at this time was preparing to viũt the lord 
B clingbreke in France. | 


eitcem, 
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eſteem, your moſt humble, obedient, faithful 


VOLTAIRE. 


LETTER CCXLIV. 

Monſieur VOLTAIRE & Monſieur le Comte de 
MOKkVILLE, Miniſtre et Secretaire d'Etat 
3 Verſailles. © | | 

 MONSIEGNEUR, Je 1727. 


E me ſuis contente juſque-icy d'admirer en 
lence votre conduite dans les affaires de Eu- 


rope; mais 1] n'eſt pas permis a un homme, qui 


ame votre gloire, et au qui vous étés auſſi ten- 
drement attache, que je le ſuis, de demeurer plus 
long tems ſans vous faire ſes ſincere complimens. 

Je ne puis d'ailleurs me refuſer Phonneur, que 
me fait le celebre monfieur Sævi, de vouloir 
bien vous preſenter une de mes je ſcaĩ 
que ſa reputation eſt parvenũe juſqu? a vous, et que 
vous avez envie de la connoitre: il fait Fhonneur 
Pune nation, que vous eftimez ; vaus avez lù les 


traductions de pluſieurs ouvrages, qui lui ſont at- 


tribuez; et qui eſt plus cap ble, que vous, mon- 


ſeigneur, de diſcerner les beautez d'un original à 


travers la foĩbleſſe des plus mauvaiſes copies. Je 
croi que vous ne ſerez pas fachẽ de diner avec 


monſieur Swwif?, et monſicur le preſident Herault, 


et je me flatte au que vous le regarderez com- 
me une preuve de mon fincere attachment a 
votre perſonne la libertẽ, que je prens de vous 
preſenter un des hommes des # extraordinaires 


„ a * et le plus capable de 


ve de vos grandez qualitez. 


Je 


„ 
le ſuis pour toute ma vie, avec un profond re. 
ſpe& et un attachment remplis de la plus haute 
eſtime, monſeigneur, votre tres humble, et tres | 
obeiſſant ſerviteur, | | 
CY VOL TAIRE. 


LK T TER CCELV.. 
Lord BOLINGBROKE to Dr. SWIFT. 
Saturday, at Pope s, [June the 24th, 1727.] 


| AM going to London, and intend to carr 
this & ] will give you, if I fee 2 | 
and leave for you, if I do not fee you. | 
There would not be common ſenſe in your go- 
ing into France at this juncture, even if you in- 
tended to ſtay there long enough to draw the ſole 
pleaſure and profit, which I pr you ſhould 
| have in the aquaintance I am ready to give you 
there. Much lefs ought you to think of ſuch an 
unmeaning journey, when the opportunity for 
quitting Ireland for England is, I believe, fairly 
before you. To hanker after a court is fit for 
men with blue ribbands, pompous titles, and 
_ overgrown eſtates. It 1s below either you or me; 
one of whom never made his fortune, and the 
other's turned rotten at the very moment it grew 
ripe. But, without hankering, without aſfum- 
ing a ſuppliant dependant's air, you may ſpend 
in England all the time you can be abſent from 
Ireland, & faire la guerre à Pocil. There has 
not been ſo much — as you imagine ; but 
I cannot anſwer for contingencies. Adieu. 


* See 2 letter from Dr. Swift to Dr. Sheridan, dated | 
24th June, 1727. vol. xii, p. 21 3. Bathurſſs editian, 


II 


printed 1755. 
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mall 


both my eyes, 
Lou will be ready to fay, Phyſician, cure thy- 


have done you more 


(- 14s 1] 


If you can call on me to-morrow morning, in 


your way to church, about ten o'clock, will 


find me jult returning to Cranford from the Pall- 


1 ſhall return again to Londen on nuenday 
evening. 1 , | | 


LETTER CCXLVL 
Dr. ARBUTHNOTT to Dr. SWIFT. 
Cranford, Tueſday. 


[ nave ſo ſevere a defluxion of rheum on 
that I dare hardly ſtir abread. 


ſelf; and that is what I am about. I took 
away, by cupping, yeſterday fourteen ounces of 
blood; and ach an operation would, I believe, 
good than ſteel, bitters, wa- 
ters and drops. I with Jobn Gay ſucceſs in his 
purſuit ; but I think he has ſome qualities, which 

will keep him down in the world. Good God! 
what is man? poliſhed, civiiized, learned man! 
A liberal education fits him for ſlavery; and the 


pains he has taken 14 him the noble pretenfion = 


of dangling away life in an ante-chamber, or of 


employing real talents to ſerve thoſe, who have 


none; or, which is worſe than all the reſt, of 
making his reaſon and his knowledge ſerve all the 


_ purpoſes of other mens follies and vices. Tou 


ſay not a word to me about the public, of whom 
I think as ſeldom as poſſible. I confider myſelf 
as 2 man with ſome little fatisfation, and with 


ſome uſe; but I have no pleaſure in thinking l 
am an Engliſhman; nor is it, I doubt, to much 


purpoſe to act like one. Serpit enim res, que pro- 
clivis ad perniciem, cum ſemel cæpit, labicur. Plu- 
Vol. II. H re 


1 
res enim diſcunt quemadmodum bc fiant, quam 
 quemadmodum his refiflatur. Adieu. 
Let me know how you do. If your landlord * 
is returned, my kindeſt ſervices to him. 


LETTER ccxlvn. 
Lord BOLINGBROKE to Dr. SWIFT. 


5 Sunday. [ Indorſed, on going 7 France about June, 
4727 


Neo be ſure of letters from me to peo- | 
ple, who will receive you with all the honours 
due to ſo great a traveller, and ſo exact an au- 
thor. I am obliged to ſtay in the country to- 
morrow, by ſome buſineſs relating to my poor 
tarm, which I would willingly make a rich one; 
and for which purpoſe a perſon is with me, who 
comes from Suffo/k on my ſummons. | 

On Tueſday, by ſeven in the evening, I will 
certainly te in the Pall. nall, and there you ſhall 
have, if you meet me, and not otherwiſe, both 
my letters and inſtructions, which will be of ule 

to you. | — 
Raillery apart: ſince you do into France, 
I ſhall be glad to talk with you before your de- 
parture; and | fanſy you would not leave Eng- 
land without embracing the man in Ergland, 
who loves you beſt. Adieu. My beſſ ſervices at- 
tend all with you. 


* Mr.'F:pe, the Dean being at Twickenham. 


LET- | 
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LETTER CCXLYIN. 
Lord BOLINGBROKE to Dr. SWIFT. 
5 Tueſday. 
] xETURN you the papers, which 1 have 


read twic2 over ſince you was here. They are 
extremely well; but the Craftſman bas not only 

advertiſed the public, that he intended to turn 
news-writer, he has begun, and for ſome weeks 
continued to appear under that new character. 
This conſideration inclines me to think, that ano- 
ther turn might be given to the introduction; and 
perhaps this would naturally call for a tourth let- 
ter from the Occaſional Writer, to account tor 
his ſilence, to profecute your argument. to flare 
the preſent diſputes about political affairs; and, 
in ſhort, to revive and animate the paper war. 
When we meet next, I will explain myſeif better 
than I can do by a letter writ in haſte, with 
mowers and haymakers about me. Adieu. Let 
Pope ſhare my embraces with you. 


LETTER CCXLIX. 
Lord BOLINGBROKE to Dr. SWIFT, 


Thur ſday. 


Lo RD B. is ſo ill, and fo much alone, the 
common fate of thoſe who are out of power, that 
I have not left him one day ſiuce my return from 
| Lindon. Let me know how you are. Say fome- 
thing very kind from me to Pope. Tols Jahn 
Gay over the water to Richmond, it he is with you. 
Adieu. 3 _ 


= © 0 Er. 
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LETTER CCL. 
Mr. PULTENEY to Mr. POPE. 


8 1 AM obliged to you all for yeur compliment, 
and, when the Dean is well enough, I hope to 
fee you in town. You will probably find me a 
much happier man than when vou ſaw me laſt; 
for I flatter myſelf, that in an hour or two I ſhall 
be once more bleſſed with a fon. Mrs. Pulteney 
is now in labour: if the does well, and brings me 
a boy, I ſhall not care one ſixpence how much 
longer Sir Robert governs England, or Horace 
governs France. I am ever yours, W. P. 
Eleven oclack, Tueſday morning. 


LETTER COU 
Mrs. HOWARD to Dr. SWIFT. 


1 Auguſt, 1727. 
WRITE to you to pleaſe myſelf. I hear 
you are melancholy becauſe you have a bad head, 
and deaf ears. Theſe are two misfortunes I have 
laboured under theſe many years, and yet was 
never peeviſh with myſelf or the world. Havel 
more pkiluſophy and refolution than you? Or am 
I fo ſtupid | don't feel the evil? Is this meant in 
a good-natured view? Or do I mean, that I pleaſe 
myſelf, when I infult over you? Anſwer theſe 
queries in writing, if poiſon or other methods 
_ don't enable you ſoon to appear in perſon. Though 
I make uſe of your own word poiſon, give me 
leave :0 tell you, it is nonſenſe; and I deſite you 
will take mare care for the time to come, how 
ou endeavour to impoſe upon my underſtanding, 
y making no uſe of your own. I am, . * 


* 
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e 
Ms. HOWARD to Dr. SWIFT. 
| September, 1727. 


1 DID defire you to write me a love-letter ; 
but I never did defire you to talk of marrying me. 
I had rather you and I were dumb, as well as 
deaf, for ever, than that ſhould happen. I would 
take your giddineſs, your head-ach, or any other 
complaint you have, to reſemble you in one cir- 
cumſtance of life. So that I inſiſt upon your 
thinking yourſelf a very happy man, at leaſt when- 
ever you make a compariſon between yourſelt and 
me. TI likewiſe inſiſt upon your taking no reſolu- 
tion to leave Exgland till I fee you; which muſt 
be here, for the moſt diſagreeable reaſon in the 
world, and the moſt ſhocking: I dare not go to 
you. Believe nobody, that talks to you of the queen, 
without you are ſure the perſon likes both the 
queen and you. I have been a ſlave twenty years, 
vithout ever receiving a reaſon for any one thing I 
ever was obliged to do; and I have now a mind to 
take the pleaſure, once in my life, of abſolute 
wer; which I expect you to give me, in obey- 
ing all my orders, without one queſtion why I 
have given them. —_ 


LETTER CCUM. 
| Chevalier RAMSAY to Dr. SWIFT. 
RE. SIR, Paris, Auguft 1, N. S. 1727. 


M R. Hooke having acquainted me with what 
goodueſs and patience you have been pleaſed to 
. . examine 
* Aadreulichael Ramſay, knight of St. Lazarus in 
France, and doctor of laws of the uoiverfity f. rd. 
He was born in Scetlan I gth of June, 1686, an” . -q 
| 2 Proteſtant, 


9 
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examine a performance of mine “, I take this 
occaſion to make my acknowledgments. Nothing 
could flatter me more ſenſibly than your approba- 
tion. To acquire the eſteem of perſons of your 
merit is the principal advantage I could wiſh for 
by becoming an author, and more than I could 
flatter myſelf with. I ſhould be proud of receiv- 
ing your commands, if I could be any way uſeful 
to you in this part of the world, where, I aſſute 
you, your reputation is as well eſtabliſhed as in your 
on country. I am, with the utmoſt regard and 
eſteem, reverend Sir, your moſt humble, and 
moſt oblized, obedient ſervant, OS 
| A RAMSAY, 


LETTER CCLIV. 
Dr. S WI T to Mr. WORRALL. 
London, Sept. 12, 1727. 


1 HAVE not wrote to you this long time, 
nor would I now, if it were not neceſſary. By 
Dr. Sheridan's frequent letters, I am poſt 
expecting the death of a friend, with whoſe loſs I 
ſhall have very little regard for the few years, 
that nature may leave me. I defire to know 
where my two friends lodge. I gave a caution to 


a Proteſtant, but converted to the church of Reme ia 
by Fenehn archbiſhop of Cambray, whoſe life be 
publiſhed. In 1724, he was ſent for to Rome, by the Pre- 
tender, in order to be tutor to his two ſons; but the di- 
_ viſions and jea louſies of that court induced him to deſire 
leave to return to France, where he was appointed go- 
vernor of the duke of Chateau-Thierry, and afterwards 
of the prince of Turenne. He died 6, May, 1743, at &. 
Germain-en laie, at the age of fifty-ſeven. He is well 
known for his Travels of Cyrus, his Life of Marſbal Tu- 


renne, &c.“ . 
* The Travels of Cyras. 


Mrs. 
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BW 


Mrs. Brent, that it might not be in demo decani, 


niam hoc minime decet, uts manifeſlum eſt : 
habeo enim malignos, qui finiſirs hoc interpreta- 
buntur, fs eveniat (quod Deus avertat) ut illic 
moriatur. I am in ſuch a condition of health, 
that I cannot poſſibly travel. Dr. Sheridan, to 
whom I wrote this laſt poſt, will be more particu- 
lar, and ſpare my weak diſordered head. Pray, 
anſwer all calls of money in your power to Mrs. 
Dingley, and defire her to aſk it. I cannot come 
back at the time of my licence, I am afraid. 
Therefore the ſecond or third day before it ex- 
pices, which will be the beginning of October, (you 
will find by the date of the = ara a new 
year; and let the ſame clauſe 
be ia (of leave to go to Great Britain, or elſe- 


| where, for the recovery of his health) for very 


probably, if this unfortunate event ſhould hap- 
wg bo of our friend 1 — 
ility or hopes to expect better) Iwill go to France, 
if = A health will permit me, to — myſelf *. 
I leave my whole little affairs with you ; I hate 
to think of them. It Mr. Deacon, or alderman 
Pearſon, come to pay rent, take it on account, 
unleſs they bring you their laſt acquittance to di- 
rect you. But Deacon owes ine fever ty-five pounds, 
and intereſt, upon his bond; +» that you are to 
take care, of giving him any :2ceipt in ſull of 
all accounts. I hope you and Mrs. Horrall have 
your health. I can hold up my head no longer. 
I am fincerely your's. e f 
You need uot trouble yourſe'f to write, till you 


have bufineſs; for it is uncertain where I ſhall be. 


* Soon after the date of this letter the Dean went to 
Ireland; and Mrs, Johnſen, after languiſhing about two 
months, died, on the a8th of January, 1727, in the 44th 
year of her age. | | 


It 4 L E r. 
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LETTER CCLV. 


Dr. SWIFT to Mrs. HOWARD f, before 
bis leaving England. | 


MADAM, Sept. 1727. 


HIS cruel diſorder of deafneſs, attended 
with giddineſs, ſtill confines me. I have been 
debating with myſelf, that having a home in 
Dudlin not inconvenient, it would be prudent for 
me to return thither, while my fickneſs will al- 
Jow me to travel. I am therefore ſetting out for 
Ireland ; and it is one comfort to me, that I am 
ridding you of a troubleſome companion. 
I am iofinicely obliged to you for all your civi- 
| hities, and ſhall retain the remembrance of them 
during my life. 1 hope you will favour me ſo 
far, as to preſent my moſt humble duty to the 
queen, and to deſcribe to her majeſty my ſorrow, 
that my diforder was of ſuch a nature, as to make 
me incapable of attending her, as ſhe was pleaſed 
to permit me. I ſhall paſs the remainder of my 
life with the utmoſt gratitude for her majeſty's 
favours *®. Jam, &c. 5 
- LE T- 


+ This lady went, in the prime of her youth, to the 
court of Hanover, with her huſband, and became of the 
bedchamber to the princeſs of Brunſwick, afterwards 
princeſs of Wales, and then queen Caroline. Upon the 
death of queen Anne, ſhe came over with her miſtreſs, 
and was reckon«d the greateſt favourite at Leicefter-houſe. 
Some time after the acceſſion of George II. ſhe was cre- 
ated counteſs of Suffolk, and in a few years retired from 
court. She ſurvived her firſt huſband, and married the 
he rourable Mr. George Berkeley, brother to lady Betty 
Ger main, in the year 1736. See Mrs. Barber's letters, 
and thoſe of lady Betty Ger main, in this collection. 

* His opinion of this lady, and ſenſe of her majeſty's 
favours, are expreſſed very differently in other places: it 
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LETTER CCLVI. 
Dr. ARBUTHNOTT to Dr. SWIFT. 
Lindon, Nevember oth, 1727. 


1 HAVE heard, dear Sir, with great plea- 
ſure, of your ſafe arrival; and, which is more, of 
the recovery of your health. I think it will be 
the beſt expedient for me to take a journey. You 
will know who the incloſe? comes from; and, I 
hope, will value mine for what it contains. I 
think every one of your friends have heard from 
you, except myſelf. Either you bave not done 
me juſtice, or they have not done you ; ſor I have 
not heard from them of my name being mention- 
ed in any of your letters. If my curioſity wanted 
only to be gratified, I don't ſtand in need of a 
letter from yourſelf, to inform me what you are 


doing; for there are people about court, who c:n 


tell me every thing that you do or fay ; fo that 
you had beſt take care of your conduct. You ſee 
cf what importance you are. However, all 
quarrels aſide, I muſt aſk you, if you have any in- 
tereſt? Or, do you think, that I could have, or 
_ procure any with my lord lieutenant, to advance a 
relation of mine, one captain Innes, I think in 
colonel Wilſon's regiment, and now in Limerick? 
He is an exceeding worthy man, but has ſtuck 
long in a low poſt, for want of friends. Pray tell 
me which way I ſha!l proceed in this matter. 

] was yeſterday with all your friends at Sz. 
Femes's. There is certainly a fatality upon poor 
Say. As for hopes of pieferment there by a- 


is therefore to he preſumed, they were changed by ſeme 
ent ſubiequent to this letter, though I think he was 
never afterwards in {ng/and. See verſes on his own death, 
and the letter ©! lady ELS. Germain, in this collection. 

1 Hs vcur, 
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vour, he has laid it aſide. He has made a pretty 
good bargain (that is, a Smithſielil one) for a little 
ace in the cuſtom-houſe, which was to bring 
him in about a hundred a year. It was done as a 
favour to an old man, and not at all to Gay. 
When every thing was concluded, the man re- 


pented, and faid, he would not part with his 


place. I have begged Gay not to buy an annuity 


upon my life; I am ſure I ſhould not live a week. 


long to hear of the fafe arrival of Dr. Delany. 
Pray, give my humble ſervice to him. 

As for news, it was wrote from Spain, to me, 
from my brother in France, that the prelimina- 


Tries were ratified, and yet the miniſtry know no- 
thing of it. Nay, ſome told me, that the anſwer 


was rather ſurly. Lord Townſberd is very ill; 
but I think, by the deſcription of his caſe, it is 


not mortal. I was with our fijend at the back- 


ſtairs yeſterday, and had the honour to be called 


in, and prettily ckid for leaving off, &c. The 


- 


firſt part of the diſcourſe was about you, Mr Pope, 
Curle, and myſelf. My family are well: they, 
and my brother in France, and one that is here, 
all give their ſervice to you. If you had been ſo 
lucky as to have gone to Paris laſt ſummer, you 
would have had health, honour, and diverſion 


in abundance; for Iwill promiſe, you would have 


recovered of the ſpleen. I ſhall add no more, 
but my kindeſt wiſhes, and that I am, with the 


greateſt affetion and reſpeR, your's, Tc. 


LET- | 


known. He had been impriſoned in the 


1 


"LETTER N 
Monfieur VOLTAIRE to Dr. SWIFT. 


SIR, W Lanka, or tle Bike eee 
| _ Covent-Garden, 14th Dec. 1727. 


Y ov will be furprized in receiving an * Eng- 
liſh eſſay from a French traveller. Pray, forgive 
an admirer of you, who owes to your writings 
the love he bears to your language, which bas 
betraved him into the raſh attempt of writing in 


Engliſh. 


You will ſee by the advertiſement, that I have 


| ſome defigns upon you, and that I muſt mention 


you for the honour of your country, and for the im- 
provement of mine. Do not forbid me to grace 
my relation with your name. Let me indulge the 
fatisfaQtion of talking of you, as poſterity will do. 

In the mean time, can I make bold to intreat 
you to make ſome uſe of your intereſt in Ireland, 
about ſome ſubſcriptions for the Henriade ; which 
is almoſt ready, and does not come out yet for 
want of a little help? The ſubſcriptions will be 


but one guinea in hand. I am, with the higheſt 


eſteem, and the utmoſt gratitude, Sir, your moſt 
humble and moſt vbedient ſervant, 
VOLTAIRE. 

* An eſſay on the civil wars of France, which he made 
the foundation of his Henriade, an heroic 2 ſince well 


ile, in Paris, 


but being releaſed about the year 1725, he came to England, 
and ſolicited ſubſcriptions for his poem. In about a year and an 
half, he made himſelf maſter of our language; and, in 1727, 
when this letter was written, he publiſhed the eſſay here men- 
toned, with an eſſay on the epic poetry of the European na- 
tions, from Homer to Milton. 2 


LE T- 
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LETTER CCLVII. 


Meubens VOLTAIRE to Dr. S IT, after the 
publication of the Henriade. 


8 My 
1 SENT the other day a cargo of Sal dull- 


neſs to my lord lieutenant. My lady Boling+ 


broke has taken upon herſelf to ſend you one 
copy of the Henriade. She is deſitous to do that 
honour to my book ; and, I hope, the merit of 
being preſented to you by her hands will be a 
commendation to it. However, if ſhe has not 
done it already, [ defire you to take one of the 
cargo, which is now at my lord lieutenant's. I 
| wiſh you a good bearing; if you have got it, you 
want nothing. I have not ſeen Mr. Pope this win- 
ter; but I have ſeen the third volume of the Mi- 
| cellanea ; and the more I read your works, the 
more Iam aſhamed of mine. I am, with reſpe&, 
eſteem, and 1 Sir, your moſt humble 


obedient ſervant 
VOLTAIRE. 


LETTER CCUX. 
Mr. GAY to Dr. SWIFT. 
DEAR SIR, Whitehall, Feb. the 15th, 1727-8. 


1 A V E deferred writing to you from time to 
time, tillI could give you an account of the Beg- 
gars Opera. It is acted at the play-houſe in Lin- 
_ coln's-Inn- Fields with ſuch ſucceſs, "ns the play- 
houſe hath been crouded every night. To-night 
is the fifreenth time of . ; and it is 3 | 
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it will run a fortnight longer. I have ordered 
Matte * to ſend the play to you the firſt opportu- 

nity. I made ao intereft, either for approbation, 
er money; nor hath any body been preſſed to take 
tickets tor my benefit : notwithſtanding which, I 
think, I ſhall make an addition to my fortune of 
between fix and ſeven hundred pounds. I know 
this account will give you pleaſure, as I have 
puſhed through this precarious affair withcut fer- 
vilitv or flattery. 

As to any favours from great men, Iam in the 
fame ſtate you left me; but I am a great deal! 
happier, as I have no expectations. The ducheſs 
of Yueenſberry hath ſignalized her friendſhip to me 
upon this occaſicn, in ſuch a conſpicuous manner, 
that I hope (for her fake) you will take care to put 
your fork to all its proper uſes, and ſuffer nobody 
for the future to put their knives in their mouths f. 
Lord Cobham ſays, I ſhould have printed it in 
 Jtalian over-againſt the Engliſb, that the ladies 
might have underſtood what they read. The 
cutlandiſh (as they now call it) opera hath been ſo 
thin of late, that ſome have called that the Beg- 
gar's Opera; and, if the run continues, I fear, I 
ſhall have remonſtrances drawn up againſt me by 
the royal academy of muſic. As none of us have 
heard from you of late, every one of us are in 
concern about your health: | beg we may hear 
from you foon. By my conftant attendance on 
this affair, I have almoſt worried myſelf into an 
ill ſtate of health; but I intend in five or ſix days 
to go to our country-ſezt, at Twickenham, for a 
little air. Mr. Pope is very ſeldom in town. Mrs. 
Howard frequently aſks after you, and de- 
tires her compliments to you. Mr. George Ar- 
| buthnott, the doRor's brother, is married to Mrs. 
Peggy Robinſon. 

Benjamin, the bookſeller." 
F See the letter of November gth, 1129. 
= I would 
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[ would write more, but as to-night is for m 
denefit, I am in a hurry to go out about bufineſs. 
I am, dear dir, your molt affectionate and obedi- 


ent ſervant, | 4 
+ 6. 


LETTER CCLX. 
Mr. GAY to Dr. S WIP r. 
DEAR SIR, March the 20th, 1727-3. 


I A M extremely ſorry that your diſorder is re- 
turned ; but as you have a medicine, which hath 
twice removed it, I hope by this time you have 
again found the good effects of it. I have ſeen 
Dr. Delany at my lodgings ; but, as I have been 
for a few days with Mr. Pulteney at Caſbiaberry, I 

have not yet returned his viſit. I went with him 
to wait upon lord Bathurſt, and lord Bolingbroke ; 
| both of whom defire me to make you their com- 
pliments. Lady Bo/inghroke was very much out 
of order, and with my lord is now at Daley: 
ſhe expects a letter from you. Mrs. Howard 
would gladly have the receipt you bave found fo 
much benefit by : ſhe is happier than I have 
ſeen her, ever fince you have left us, for ſhe is 
free as to her conjugal affairs, by articles of agree- 
ment. The Beggar's Opera bath been acted now 
thirty-ſix times, and was as full the laſt night as 
the firſt ; and as yet, there is not the leaſt proba- 
bility of a thin audience : though there is a dif- 
courſe about the town, that the doctors of the 
royal academy of muſic deſign to ſolicit againſt 
its being pliyed on the outlandiſh opera days, as 
It is now called. On the benefit-day of one of the 
actreſſes laſt week, one of the players falling fick, 
they were obliged to give out another play, or diſ- 
miſs the audience. A play was given out, _ 
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the audience called out for the Beggar's Ogera: 
and they were forced to play it, ot the audience 
would not have flaid. Te, 

I have got by all this ſucceſs between ſeven and 
eight hundred pounds ; and Rich, deducting the 
whole charge of the houſe, hathclearedalreadynear 
four thouſand pounds. In about a month I am 


ing to Bab with the ducheſs of Marlborough, and 


Mr. Congreve ; for I have no expectations of re- 
ceiving any favours from the court. The ducheſs 
of Queenſberry is in Wiltſhire, where ſhe hath had 
the {mall-pax in ſo favourable a way, that ſhe had 
not above ſeven or eight on her face: ſhe is now 
perfectly recovered. There is a metzotinto print 
publiſhed to-day of Polly, the heroine of the 
Beggar's Ofera ; who was before unknown, 
and is now in ſo high vogue, that I am in doubt, 
whether her fame does not ſuipaſs that of the 
opera itſelf. I would not have talked ſo much on 
this ſubject, or upon any thing that regards my- 
ſ}f, but to you: as | know you intereſt yourſelf 
ſo ſincerely in every thing that concerns me, 1 
0 ha ve blamed me, if I had ſaid 
8. 
I faw Dr. Arbuthnott laſt night with Mr. Lewis, 
at Sir William Wyndham's, who, if he had not the 
gout, would have anſwered your letter you ſent 
him a year and a half ago. He faid this to mea 
week ſince, but he is now pretty well again, and 
ſo way forget to write ; for which reaſon, I ought 
to do him juſtice, and tell you, that I think him a 
ſincere well-wiſher of your's. I have not ſeen 
Mr. Pope lately, but have heard, that both 
he and Mrs. + Pope are very well. I intend 
to ſee him at Tavickenham on Sunday next. I have 
not drank out the Cutheridge cyder yet ; but I 
have not ſo much as a ſingle pint of port in my 
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cellar. I have bought two pair of ſheets againſt 
your coming to town, ſo that we need not ſend 
any more to fervais upon that account, I really 


miſs you every da; and I would be content, that 


you ſhould have a whole window to yourſelf, and 
half another, to have you again. I am, dear Sir, 
youi's molt affectionately. 


You have half a year's intereſt due at Lach- day, 


and now it is March the 2oth, 1727-8. 
LETTER CCLXAIL. 
Mi. GAY © Dr. SWIFT. 


DEAR SR, Bath, May the 16th, 1528. 


I HAVE been at the Bath about ten days, and 


4 played at no game but once, and that at 


ackgammon with Mr. Levis, who is very much 
your humble ſervant. Lord and lady Bolingbroke 
are here; I think ſhe is better: they ſtay, as 1 


_ gueſs, about a fortnight longer. They both de- 


fired me to make their compliments ; as does Mr. 
Carygreve *, who is in a very ill ſtate of health, 
but ſomewhat better ſince he came here. I do not 


know how long I ſhall flay here, becauſe I am 


now, as I have been all my life, at the diſpoſal of 
others. I drink the waters, and am in hopes to 
lay in a ſtock of health; ſome of which I wiſh io 
communicate to you. Dr. Delany told me you 


had been upon a journey, and I really fanſy, tak- 


ing horſe is as good as taking the waters: I hope 


you have found benefit by it. The Beggar's Ope- 


ra is acted here; but our Polly hath got no fame, 
though the actors have got money. I have ſent 
by Dr. Delany the opera, Poily Peachum and cap- 
tain Macheath. I would have ſent you my own 


head (which is now engraving) to make up the | 
_ Fang, but it 13 not yet finiſned. I ſuppoſe you muſt | 


* © He died 19th January, 1728-9. 


have 


CG. > ld. 
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have heard, that I had the honour to have a 
ſermon preached againit my works by a court- 
chaphain *, which | look upon as no ſmall addition 
to my tame. Di:c to me here when you write; 
and the ſooner that is, the ſooner you'll make me 


happy- 
LETTER CCLXIL 
Mr. GAY to Dr. S WIT. 
DEAR SIR, Bath, Fuly the 6th, 1726. 
Tee- tut ofyu mem 


Suſſex, who gave me hopes of ſeeing you the lat- 
1 — I wiſh you may keep that 


_ reſolution, and take the Bath in your way to 


town. You in all probability will find here 3 
or moſt of thoſe you like to ſee. Dr. Arbuthbnott 
wrote to me to-day from Tunbridge, where he is 
now for the recovery of his health, having had 
ſeveral relapſes of a fever: he tells me he is much 


better, and that in Auguſ he intends to come hi- 


ther. Mr. Congreve and I often talk of you, and 
wiſh you health, and every thing; but 


often out of ſelf-intereſt, we with you with us. In 


five or fix days, I ſet out upon an excurſion to 
Herefordſhire, to lady Scudamore's, but ſhall re- 
turn here the beginning of Auguſt. I wiſh you 
could meet me at Gutheridge. The Bath did not 
zgree with lady Bolingbroke. Since ſhe went to 


Dawlcy, by her own inclination, without the ad- 
vice of phyſicians, ſhe hath taken to a milk-diet, 


pr. Thomas Herring, then preacher to the ſociety of 
Linec!u";- Jun, and afterwards archbiſhop of Canterbury. Dr. 


Kit, in the Intelligencer, No III. publiſhed in Ireland, 


ſpecks with great aſperity of Dr. Herring, on account of bis 
gars Opera.“ | 


ſ. : 
lermon again! che Z. 


2 


and 
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and writes me an account of prodigious good ef. 
ſects in the recovery of her appetite and ſpirits, 
The weather is extremely hot, the place is 
empty. I have an irclination to ſtudy, but the 
heat makes it impoſſible. The d Of — 
bear hath run away with Pally Peachum, having 
ſettled 400 l. a year upoa ber during pleaiure; 
and, upon diſagreement, 200 J. a year. Mir. Pope 
is in a ſtate of perſecution for the Dunciad-: | 
wiſh to be witneſs of his fortitude, but he writes 
but ſeldom. It would be acouiolation to me tohear 
from you. My portrait metzotinto is publilked 
from Mr. Howard's painting; I wiſh to ſend you 
one, but 1 fanſy I could get a better impreſſi- 
on at London. I have ten thouſand things to talk 
to you, but few to write; yet _ — to you 
no » knowing you intereſt y in every 
thin 12 concerns me, Si 
you y, as you will me, if you can tell 
you are in good health ; which I wiſh to 
every morning as ſoon as TI awake. I am, 
Sir, 222 


me - 
hear 
dear 


LETTER CCLXIIL 
Dr. SWIF T to Mr. WORRALL 
September 28th, 1728. 


I HAD all the letters given me by my ſervant: 
fo tell Mrs. Brent + and Dr. Sheridan; and l 
thank you for the great care you had in the com- 
miſſions I troubled you with. We have a debgn 
upon Sheridan. He ſent us in print a ballad upon 
Ballyſpellin, in which he has employed all the 
rhimes he could find to that word; but we have 


® The duke of Bolten, who afterwards married Mi 


Fenton, 
+ His houſekeeper. bs” 
| ſound 


ſoon to get abroad about my buſineſs ; that is, 


L 
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found fifteen mote, and employed them in abuſ- 
ing his ballad, and Bally/pellin too. I here ſend 


you a copy. and defice you will get it printed pri- 


vately, and publiſhed . I am ever your's, &c. 


LETTER CCLXIV. 
Mr. GAY to Dr. SWIFT. 
DEAR SIR, London, Dec. the 24, 1728. 


1 THINK this is my fourth letter; I am ſure 
it is the third, without any anfwer. If I had any 


aſſurance of your health, I ſhould have been more 


eaſy. I ſhould have wrote to you upon this ſubject 


above a month ago, had it not been for a report, 
that you were upon the road in your way to Eng- 
land; which I now was without foundation. 
Lord and lady Bolingbroke are in town: ſhe hath 


been lately very ill, but is now ſomewhat better. 
] have had a very ſevere attack of a fever, which, 


by the care of our friend Dr. Arùutbnott, hath, I 


hope, almoſt left me. I have been confined about 
ten days, but never to my bed, fo that I ho 


care of the ſecond part of the Beggar's Opera, 
which was almoſt ready for rehearſal ; but Rich 


received the duke of Grafton's commands (upon 


an information, that he was rehearſing a play im- 
proper to be repreſented) not to rehearſe any new 
play whatever, till his grace hath ſeen it. What 
will become of it, I know not ; but I am fure, I 
have written nothing, that can be legally ſuppreſſ- 
ed, unleſs the ſetting vices in general in an odi- 


ous light, and virtue in an amiable one, may give 


offence. | paſſed five or fix months this year at 

the Bath with the ducheſs of Marlborough ; and 
o See the verſes in vol xiv, Fwiſt's works, 8v0 edition. 

| | | then, 
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then, in che view of taking care of myſelf, writ 
this piece. If it goes on, in caſe of fucceſs, I 


have taken care to make better bargains for my. 


ſelf: I tell you this, becauſe I know you are ſo 5 


good as to intereſt yourſeif ſo warmly in my af- 
fairs, that it is what would want to know, 
I faw Mr. Pope on Friday, who, as to his health, 
is juſt as you left him. Dr. Arbutbnott particu- 
larly defires his compliments ; and Mrs. Howard 
often aſks after you. Prince Frederick is expect · 
ed over this week. I hope to gu abroad in two or 
three days. I wiſh I could meet you either abroad, 
or at home. 


LETTER CCLXV. 
Mr. GAY to Dr. SWIPT. 


| From the Duke of Queenſberrys 


in Burlington-Gardens, 


DEARSIR, March the 18th, 1728-9. 
HAVE writ to ſeveral times and hav- 


ing heard nothing from you makes me fear my 
letters are miſcarried. Mr. Pope's letter hath taken 
off my concern in ſome degree ; but I hope good 
weather will intirely re-eſtabliſh you in your 
| health. I am but juſt recovered from the ſevereſt 

fit of ſickneſs, that ever any body had, who ef- 


caped death. I was ſeveral times given up by 


the phyſicians, and every body that attended me; 


and, upon my recovery, was judged to be in fo 


ill a condition, that I ſhould be miſerable for the 


remainder of my life: bat, contrary to all ex- 


pectation, I am perfectly recovered, and have no 


remainder of the diſtempers, that attacked me, 


waich were at the ſame time, fever, aſihma, and 


pleuriſy. I am now in the duke of DPneenſberry's 


| houſe, and have been ſo ever finceT left Hampſtead; 
where 
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| where I was carried at a time, that it was thought 
I could not live a day. Since my coming to tuwn, 


I have been very little abroad, the weather has 
deen ſo ſevere. NE 

I muſt acquaint you, (becauſe I know it will 
pleaſe you) that during my ſickneſs I had many of 
the kindeſt proofs of friendſhip, particularly from 


_ the duke and ducheſs of 2ueenſberry, who, if I 
had been their neareſt relation, and neareſt friend, 


could not have treated me with more conſtant at- 
tendance then; and they continue the ſame to 


me now. 79 
Tou muſt undoubtedly have heard, that the 
ducheſs took up my defence with the king and 


queen, in the caule of my play, and that ſhe hath 


deen forbid the court tor intereſting herſelf to in- 


creaſe my fortune, by the publication of it, with- 


out being ated. The duke too hath given up his 
| if the 


employwents {which he would have done, 
ducheſs had not met with this treatment) upon 


account of il! uſage from the miniſters; but this 
haſtened him in what he had determined. The 


play is now almoſt printed, with the muſic, 
words, and baſes, engraved on thirty-one — 
plates, which, by my friends aſſiſtance, hath a 
probability to turn greatly io my advantage. The 
ducheſs of Marlborough hath given me a hundred 


pounds for one copy; and others have contri- 


buted very handſumely ; but, as my account is 


not yet ſettled, I cannot te.] you particulars. 
For writing in the cauſe of vir:ue, and againſt 
the faſhionable vices, I am looked upon at preſent 


as the moſt obnoxious perſon almott in Exz/and. 


Me. Pulteney tells me, I have got the ſtart of 


him. Mr. Pope tells me, that I am de. d. and 


that this obnoxioutneſs is the reward for my in- 


offenfiveneſs in my former life. I with I had a 


| book ready to ſend you; but, I believe, I ſhall 


not be able to compleat the woatk til] the latter 
end of next week. Your money is ſlill in 'ord 
| Bathurſt's 
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Bathurſt's hands; but, 1 believe, I ſhall receive 
it ſoon : | wiſh to receive your orders how to diſ- 
ſe of it. I am impatient to finiſh my work, for 
I want the country air; not that I am ill, but to 
recover my ſtrength; and I cannot leave the 
work till it is finiſhed. While I am writing this, 
I am in the room next to our dining-room, with 
ſheets all round it, and two people from the 
binder folding ſheets. I print the book at my own 
expence, in quarto, which is to be fold for fix 
ſhillings, with the muſic. You fee 1 do not want 
induſtry ; anc, I hope you will allow that I have 
nat the worſt economy. Mrs. Howard bath de- 
clared herſelf ſtrongly, both to the king and queen, 
as my advocate. The ducheſs of Qucenſberry is 
allowed to have ſhewn more ſpirit, more honour, 
and more goodneſs, than was thought poſſible in 
aur times; I ſhould have added too more under- 
ſtanding and good ſenſe. You ſee my fortune 


(as I hope my virtue will) increaſes by oppreſſion. 


go to no courts; I drink no wine; and am ca- 


lumniated. even by miniſters of ſtate, and yet am 


in good ſpirits. Moſt of the courtiers, though 


otherwiſe my friends, refuſed to contribute to 


my undertaking. But the city and the people of 


England take my part very warmly; and, lam 


told, the beſt of the citizens will give me proots 
of it by their contributions. — 

| TI could talk to you a great deal more, but I am 

afraid I ſhall write too much for you, ard for my- 


ſelf. I have not writ ſo much together fince my 


ſickneſs. I cannot omit telling you, that Dr. 


Arbathnoatt's attendance and care of me ſhewed 


him the beſt of friends. Dr. Hollings, though in- 
tirely a ſtranger to me, was joined with him, and 
uled me in the kindeſt and moſt handſome manner. 
Mr. and Mrs. Pulteney were greatly concerned tor 
me, viſited me, ani ſhewed me the ſtrongeſt proots 
of ſriendſhip. When I fee you I will tell ”_w of 
| | Othets, 
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others, as of Mr. Pope, Mrs. Blount, Mr. and 


Mrs. Rollinſon, lord and lady Bolingbroke, &c. 1 
thiak they are all your friends and well-wiſhers. ] 

hope you will love them the better upon my ac- 

count; but do not forget Mr. Lewis, nor ldrd 

Bathurſt, Sir William Wyndham, and lord Gomw- 

er, and lord Oxford, among the number, 


EKTTER.CCLATVL 
Dr. ARBUTHNOTT to Dr. SWIFT. 
London, Murch 197. 1728.9. 


M1S is the frrand or thisd time, dene Sir, 


that I have wrote to you, without hearing a word 


of you, or from you; only in general, that you : 


are very much out of order ; fometimes of your 
two old complaints, the vertigo and deafneſs, 


which I am very ſorry for. The gentleman, who 
carries this, hath come better off than I did ima- 


gine : I uſed my little intereſt as far as it would 
go, in his affair. He will be able to give you 
ſome account of your friends, many of whom bave 


deen in great diſtreſs this winter for Fobn Gay. I 


may ſay, without vanity, his life, under God, is 

due to the unweat ied endeavours and care of your 
humble ſervant : for a phyſician, who had not 
been paſſionately his friend, could not have ſaved 
him. I had, be{:Jes my perſonal concern for 


bim, other motives of my care. He is naw be- 


come a public perfor, a little Sacheverell ; and [ 
took the ſame pleaſure in faving him, as Radcliffe 


did in preſerving my lord chief juſtice 777/:'s wite, 


whom he attended out of ſpite to the huſband, 


who wiſhed her dead 


The inoffenſive Fobn Gay is now become one of 
the ob{truQtions to the peace of Europe, the ter- 
ror of the miniſters, the chief author of the 


Crafijman, 
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_ Craftſman, and all the ſeditious pamphlets, which 
have been publiſhed againſt the government. He 
has got ſeveral turned out of their places; the 


eatefl ornament of the court baniſhed from it for - 


is ſake ; another great lady in danger of being 
chaſſt likewiſe ; about ſeven or eight ducheſſes 
_ puſhing forward, like the antient circumcellione; 
in the church, who ſhall ſuffer martyrdom upon 
his account firſt. He is the darling of the city. 
If he ſhould travel about the country, he would 
have hecatombs of roaſted oxen facrificed to him, 
ſince he became fo conſpicuous. Will. Pultency 
hangs his head, to ſee himſelf fo much ou:done in 
the career of glory. I hope he will get a good deal 
of money by printing his play; but I really be- 
lieve, he would get more by ſhewing his perſon: 
and, I can aſſure you, this is the very identical 
 Fohn Gay, whom vou formerly knew, and lodged 
with in Whitehall two years ago. I have 
been diverting myſelf with making an extract out 
of a hiſtory, which will be printed in the year 
1948. I with 1 had your aſſiſtance to go through 
with it; for I can aſſure you, it riſeth to a very 
ſolemn piece of burleſque. 

As to the condition of your little club, it is not 

vite ſo deſperate as you might imagine; for Mr. 
Pope is as high in favour, as | am afraid the reſt 
arte out of it. The king, upon the peruſal of the 
laſt edition of his Dunciad, declared he was a ve- 
xy honeſt man. I did not know till this moment, 
* | had fo good an opportunity to ſend you 2 
letter; and now | know it, am called away, and 
am obliged to end with my beſt wiſhes and reſpeQs, 
deing moſt ſincerely your's, Cc. 
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LETTER CCLXVI. 
Chevalier RAMSAY to Dr. SWIFT. q 
SIR, 14 1b eil 72, | 
| 


Ons of the greateſt pleaſures I propoſed to 
myſelf in a journey to England, was that of ſee- 


ing you at London, and it is a very ſenſible morti- 1 
fication to me to find myſelf diſappointed in fo 1 
agreeable an expectation. It is now many years i 

| fince I had the greateſt eſteem of your genius and "= 


writings ; and when I was very young, I found, 
in ſome of them, certain ideas, that prepared me 
for reliſhing thoſe pri:ciples of univerſal religion, 


which | have ſince endeavoured to unfold in Cyrus. i 
I could not let our common friend Mr. Leffey * go 1 


back to Ireland, without ſeizing the opportunity 
of acknowledging the obliging zeal you have ſhewn 
to make my work eſteemed. Such marks of friend- 
ſhip do me a great deal of honour, as well as plea- 
ſure, and I hope I have a thorough ſenſe of them. 

As I have much enlarged my book, I am going to 

- publiſh a new edition by ſubſcription. I have 
given an hundred copies of the propoſals to our 
friend, and flatter myſelf, that I may count upon 
the continuation of your friendſhip. I am, with 
great reſpect, Sir, your moſt obliged and moſt obe- 

dient humble ſervant, 


RR ——_—_— ow —— 


A RAMSAY. 


o Son of the reverend Mr. Cl arles Loy, the kanndus 
Nonjuror. | : | | 


Vol. u. I -LET- 
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LETTER CCLXVITL 
Dr. ARBUTHNOTT to Dr. SWIFT. 
DEAR SIR, London, May 6, 1729. 


1 HAVE wrote three times to Mr. Dean of- 


Sg. Patrick's, without receiving ſo much as an ac- 
knowledgment of the receit of my letters, at 
the ſame time I hear of other letters, which 
his acquaintances receive from him. I believe I 
fiould hardly have brought myfelf to have writ- 


ten this, were it not to ſerve you, and a friend at 


the lame time. 


i recommended one Mr. Maſon, fon of Maſon, 


gentleman of the queen's chapel, a bary- tone 


voice, for the vacancy of a finger in your cathe- 


dtal. This letter was wrote from Bath laſt Sep- 


rember. The fame Maſon informs me, that there 


is another vacancy : therefore I renew my requeſt. 


{ believe you will hardly get a better: he has a 


pleaſant mellow voice, and has ſung ſeveral times 


in the king's chapel this winter, to the ſatisfaction 
of the audience. I beg at leaſt your anſwer to 
this. Your friends in town, ſuch as I know, are 
well. Mr Pope is happy again, in having his mo- 
ther recovered. Mr. Gay is gone to Scot/and with 


the duke of Queenſterry. He has about twenty 


lawſuits with bookſellers for pirating his book. 
The king goes ſoon to Hanover. Theſe are all 
the news | know. I hope you don't imagine I am 


fo little concerned about your health, as not to de- 


fire to be informed of the flate of it from your- 
lelf. TI have been tolerably well this winter, I 


thank God. My brother Robin is here, and longs, 


as well as I, to know how you do. This, with 
my beſli wiſhes and reſpects, from, dear Sir, your 
molt faithful humble ſervant, | 

— | nnr 


a eerrreeeen R aaa a e . = 
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LETTER CCLXIX 

d. ARBUTHNOTT t Dr. SWIFT. 

DEAR SIR, Landon, June 9, 17 29. 
j HIS is given you by Mr. Maſon, whom I be- 
lieve you will find anſwering the character I gave 
of him, which really was not partial ; for I am not 


ſo much as acquainted with his father or hunſelf. 
| explained every thing to him according to the 


tenor of the letter which I received from you ſome 


time ago, and for which I inoft heartily thank you. 


Let him now ſpeak for himſelf. I have been en- 


quiring about a counter-tenor ; but have, as yet, 
no intelligence of any. 


Jam really ſenſibly touched with the account 


you give of [reland. It is not quite fo bad here; 
but really bad enough: at the tame tune we are 
told, that we are in great plenty and happineſs. 

Your friends, whom you mention in your's, are 


well. Mr. Gay is returned from Scotlund, and has 


recovered his ſtrength by his journey. Mr. Pope is 
well; he had got an injunction in chancery againſt 
the printers, who had pirated his Dunciad - it was 
diſſolved again, becauſe the printer could not 
prove any property, nor did the author appear. 
That is not Mr. Gay's caſe ; for he has owned his 
book. Mer. Pultenez gives you his ſervice. They 
are all better than myſelf ; for I am now fo bad of 
a conſtant convulſion in my heart, that I am like 


do expire ſometimes. We have no news, that 1 


know of. I am apt to believe, that, in a little 


time, this matter of the proviſional treaty will be 
on or off. The young man waits for my letter. 


I I ſhall trouble you no more at preſent, but re- 
main, with my beſt wiſhes, and moſt ſincere at- 


I 2 feQion, 
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feQion, dear Sir, — moſt faithful humble ſer- 


vant, | 
10. ARBUTHNOTT: 


LETTER CCLXX. 
Lady CATHARINE JONES * to Dr. SWIFT. 
SIR 8?Þe Chelſea, June 11th, 1729. 


I RECEIVED the favour of your letter of 
the 22d of May, and own my obligation to Mr. 
Dean for the information of the decay of my 
grand/ather's F monument in the cathedral church 
of St. Patrick. 
Mr. French, the preſent receiver of my father's 
eſtate, will be, ſome time next month, i in that 
kingdom, whom TI have ordered to wait upon you 
or your direction in that affair; in which, when 
he has informed me of the expence, I ſhall imme- 
_ ejjately give directions to have it done, agreeably 
to the deſire of the dean and chapter, as well as 
the duty done to the memory of my | "magna 
without adding further trouble to Mr. Dean, from 
his moſt humble and obedient ſervant, 


CATHARINE JONES. 


W 9 Daughter of Richard earl of p Ranelagh, who had been 
prymaſier-yene a ard gorernor of Chelſea hoſpital, and great- 
_niere to Mr. 35, being one of the grand daughters of bis fi 
ter Catharine counteſs of Ranelagh.' 

+ A monument ereQed to the met y «of archbiſhop Fawn 
and his ſon lord vilcount Ranelugh. It was then in @ ruinous 
endiiou ; but — bY the oder of this lady. 
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LETTER CCLXXE 
Lord BOLINGBROKE to Dr. SWIFT. 
Aix-la-Chapelle, Auguſt 30, 1729, N. 3. 


] TOOK a letter of your's from Pope, and 
brought it with me to this place, that I might an- 
ſwer at leaſt a part of it. I begin to-day : when 

I ſhall finiſh I know not; perhaps when I get back 
to my farm. The waters I have been perfuaded 
to drink, and thoſe, which my friends drink, keep 
me fuddled or employed all the morning. The ai- 
ternoons are ſpent in airings or viſits, and we go 
to bed with the chicken. 1 


LETTER cclxxn. 
Mr. GAY tw Dr. S WI r. 
Middleton Stoney, Now. the gth, 1729. 


| HAVE long known you to be my friend 
upon ſeveral occaſions, and particularly by your 
reproofs and admonitions. There is one thing, 
which you have often put me in mind of, the over- 
running you with an anſwer before you had ſpoken. 
You find l am not a bit the better for it; for I ſtill 
write and write on, without having a word of an 
anſwer. I have heard of you once by Mr. Pope - 
let Mr. Pope hear of you the next time by me. By 
this way of treating me, I mean, by your not letting 
me know, that you remember me, you are very 
| partial to me, I ſhould have ſaid, very juſt to me. 


* © The reſt of the letter is printed in Mr. P:>:'s works 
Vol. IX. p. 141, Cc. 15 


12 Tou 


1 

You ſeem to think, that I do not want to be put in 
mind of you, which is very true; for I think of 
you very often, and as often wiſh to be with you. I 
have been in Oæforaſbire with the duke of Pueen/- 
berry for theſe three months, and have had very lit- 
tle correſpondence with any of our friends. I have 
employed my time in new-writing a damned play, 
which I wrote ſeveral years ago, called The wife of 
Dab . As it is approved or diſapproved of by my 
friends, when I come to town, I ſhall either have it 
acted, or let it alone, if my * * brethren do not take 
offence at it. The Fidicule turns upon ſuperſtition, 
and I have avoided the very words bribery and cor- 
Tuption. Folly indeed is a word, that I have ven- 
tured to make uſe of; but that is a term, that never 
gave fools offence. It is a common faying, that he 


is wiſe, that knows himſelf. What hath happened 


> I think, is a proof, that it is not limited to 
e wiſe. | gf” 
My lord Bathurff is ſtill our caſhier : when | fee 
him, I intend to ſettle our accounts, and repay my- 
ſelf the five pounds of the two hundred I owe you. 
Next week I believe I ſhall be in town ; not at 
Whitehall, for thoſe lodgings were judged not conve- 
nient for me, and were diſpoſed of. Direct to me 
to the duke of Qucenſberry s, in Burlington-gardens, 
near Piccadilly. You have often twitted me in the 
teeth for hankering after the court. In that you 
mitiook me; for | know by experience, that there 
1s no dependance, that can be ture, but a dependance 
upon one's ſelf. I will take care of the little for- 
tune I have got. I know you will take this reſolu- 
tion kindly, and you ſee my inclinations will make 


+ This comedy was the firſt he wrote, and was unſucceſs- 
fully performed at the theatre iv Drury-Lane, in the year 
2713. It was altered by the auther, and revived ſeveral years 
after {1729-30] at the theatre in Linceln's-inn fields, and 
damned a ſecond time, although the author's reputation was 
— at its height, from the uncommon ſucceſs of his Beg gar s 

Pera. 
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me write to you, whether yon will write to me o: 
no. I am, dear Sir, your's molt tincere!y and mo! 

affectionately, 

1 8A. 


. S. To the lady I live with I owe my life and for- 
tune: think of her with reſpect; value and eſteem 
her as | do; and never more deſpiſe a fork with 
three prongs. | wiſh too you would not eat from 
the point of your knife ®. She hath fo much 
goodneſ*, virtue, and generotity, that, ii you 
knew her, you would have a plealure in ob: ying 
her as do. She oſten withes ſhe had known you. 


LETTER CCIXNM. 
Lord B. — to Dr. SW IF I. 
DEAR DEAN, February the 12th, 1 729-30. 


] HAVE. this moment received a letter from 
you; dut it is the firſt I can call a letter; the other 
ſcraps were only to direct me to convey your cor- 
reſpondence to others, and ] thought I anſwered 
them beſt by obeying your commands. But nov 
you have deigned to ſend me one in form, wich a 
proper beginning an1 ending. I will not wait even for 
a polt-day ; but l have taken pen and ink imme- 


|  Giately to tell you, how much | think myſel? ob- 


liged to you, and how ſincerely lam 
Well, might end here, if I would; but I can't 
part with you ſo ſoon; and | muſt let you know, 
that as to your money affairs, though ] have paid 
off John Gay, I ſtill keep the 200 J. for which | 
have given him a note. | have paid him inte: eſt to 
this time for it, which he muſt account to you for. 
Now you muſt imagine, that a man, who has nice 


— 


® See the letter y Feb. 16,1727-8. 
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children to feed, can't long afford aliens paſcere num- 
mn; but I have four or five, that are very fit for 
the table“. I only wait for the lord mayor's day 
to diſpoſe of the largeſt ; and | ſhall be ſure of get- 
ting off the youngelt, whenever a certain great man 
+ makes another entertainment at Chelſea. Now 
you ſee, though I am your debtor, I am not without 
my proper ways and means to raiſe a ſupply anſwer- 
able to your demand. I muſt own to you, that [ 
ſhould not have thought of this method of railing 
maney; but that you ſeemed to point it out to me. 

For juſt at the time that ſcheme came out, which 
pretenueiſ to be calculated only for Ireland. you gave 
me a hint in one of the envelopes [wnglice covers] 
that you withed I might provide for my numerous 
tamily ; and in this laſt you harp upon the fame 
ſtring. I did immediately propoſe it to lady Bathur ft 
as your advice, particularly for her laſt boy, which 
was born the plumpeſt, fineſt thing. that could be 
ſeen; but ſhe fell in a pallion, and bid me ſend you 
word, that ſhe would not foliow your direQtion, but 
that ſhe would breed him up to be a parſon, aad he 
ſhould live upon the fat of the land; cr a lawyer, 
and then, inſtead of being eat himſelf, he ſhould de- 
vour others. You know women in paſſion never 
mind what they ſay ; but, as the is a'very reaſonable 
woman, | have almoſt brought her over now to your 
opinion; and having convinced her, that as matters 
ſtood, we could not pulſibly maintain all the nine, 
ike does begin to think it reaſonable the youngeſt 


* This alludes to a tract of the Dean's, intituled, © A mo- 
** deft propoſal for preveminy the cti'dren of poor people in 
„ heian:i from being à burden to ther parents or country, and 
for making them beneficial to te public.” The Dean had 
orunoſed many ulæ ful icheres, which having been neglected, 
he latir..z!ly and humorouty propoſes to fatten ard eat the 
chi id: en of the poor, as the only remaining expedient to pre- 
ent mmiſ-ry to themiciie-, and render them or tyre benefit 
ine pubi:. | | 

+* S. Rilert Na pcle.“ | 

HE Ls ſhould 


1 
ſhould raiſe fortunes for the eldeſt. And upon that 


foot a man may perform tamily duty with more 


courage and zeal ; for it he ſhould happen to get 
twins, the ſelling of one might provide for the 
other. Or if, by any accident, whiltt his wife lies- 
in with one child, he ſhould get a ſecond upon 
the body of another woman, he might diſpoſe of 
the fatteſt of the two, and that would help to breed 
up the other. The more I think upon this ſcheme, 
the more reaſonable it appears to me; and it ought 
| by no means to be confined to Ireland; for in all 


probability we ſhall, in a very little time, be alto- 


ether as poor here as you are there. | believe in- 
decd we ſhall carry it farther, and not confine our 
luxury only to the eating of children; for I hap- 
pened to peep the other day into a large affembly 
*not far from Meſtminſter-lbull, and I found them 
roaſt ing a great fat feilow f. Fur my own part, 


[ had not the leaſt inclination to a flice of him; 


but, if I gueſſed it right, four in five of the com- 
pany had a deviliſh mind to be at him. You begin 
now to wiſh I had ended, when I might have done 
it ſo conveniently. Weil, Adieu. | 
LETTER CCLXXIV.- 
M. GAY wo Dr SWIFT. 
DEAR SIR, Landon, March the 3d, 1729-30. 


| 1 FIND you are determined not to write to me 
according to our laſt fiipulation, Had I not 


been every poll for ſome time in expectation to 


have heard from you, I ſhcuid have wrote to you 
betore, to let you know the prefent ſtate of your 
affairs. Let me know what | ſhall do with the in- 
5 8 3 | dtctrell- 


The parlia ert.“ 
f Sir Re rt Va file,” 


1 


tereſt· money I have received. What I have done 
_ for you, I did for myſelf, which will be always 
the way of my tranſacting any thing for you. My 
old vamped play got me no money ; for it had no 
ſucceſs I am going very ſoon into Wiltſhire with 
the duke of Queenſberry, with intention to ſtay 
there till the winter. Since I had that ſevere fit of 

ſickneſs, I find my health requires it; for I cannot 
dear the town as I could formerly. I hope another 
ſummer's air, and exerciſe, will reinſtate me. 
continue to drink nothing but water, fo that you 
can't require any poetry from me. I have been 
very ſeldom abroad fince I came to town, and nor 
once at court. This is no reſtraint upon me, for 
] am grown old enough to with for retirement. 
faw Mr. Pope a day or two ago in good ſpirits, and 
with good wiſhes for you. We always talk of 
you; the doctor does the fame. | have left off 


all great folks but our own family. Perhaps you 


will think all great folks little enough to leave off 
us, in our — 2x ſituation. I don't hate the world, 
but I laugh at it; for none but fools can be in 
earneſt about a trifle. I am, dear Sir, your's moſt 
affeQionately. 1 
Direct for me at the D—— of , ia 
Burlington- gar dens. „ 


LETTER CCLXXV. 
Mc. GAY to Dr. SWIFT. 
| DEAR SIR, March the 3 ½, 1730. 


I EXPECT, in about a fortnight, to ſet out 
for Wiltſhire, and am as impatient as you ſeem to 
be to have me get on horſeback. I thought pro- 
per to give you this intelligence, becauſe Mr. Lew- 
is told me laſt Sunday, that he was, within a day 
or two, to ſet out for the Bath; ſo that very ſoon 
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you are like to have neither of ycur caſhiers in 
town. Continue to dire for nic at tais hobſe: 


the letters will be ſent to me, u here-cve. lam. 


My ambition, at preſent. is levelled to the fame 


| _ that you direct me to; for | am every day 


ilding villakins, and have given over that of caſ- 
tles. If 1 were to undertake it in my preſent cir- 
cumſtance, I ſhould, in the moſt thrifty ſcheme, . 
ſoon be ſtrained ; and I hate to be in debt; for I 
can't bear to pawn five pounds worth of my liber- 
ty to a taylor or a butcher. 1 grant you, this is 


not having the true ſpirit of modern nobility ; but 


it is hard to cure the prejudice of education. I 
have made your compliments to Mr. P. ; 
who is very much your humble ſervant. I have 


not ſeen the Doctor, and am not like to fee his 


Rezen brother very ſoon ; for he is gone to China. 


Mr. Pope told me, he had acquainted the Doctor 


with the misfortune of the four hermitage. My 
lord Oxford told me, he at prefent could match 
your's, and from the ſame perſon. The Doctor 
was touched with your difappointment, and hath 
promited to repreſent this affair to his brother, at 
his return from China. I affure vou, for all your 
gibes, that I with you heartily good wine, though I 
can drink none myſelf. W ben lord Polingbrote is in 


town, he lodges at Mr. Chetzoynd's in Daver-ffreer. 


do not know how to direct to him in the country. 
] have been extremely taken up of late in ſettling a 
teward's account. I am endeavour ing to do all the 
juitice and fervice I can to a friend; fo I am ſure ou 
will thiak Jam well employed upon this occaſion. 
| now and then have ſeen 7». Tayler, wio fays he 
bath a demand upon you for rent, you having 

taken kis houſe in the country, and he being de- 
rermined not to let it to any body elſe ; and he 
thiaks it but reaſonable, that you ſhould either: 


_eome and live in it, or pay your rent. | neither 


ride ror walk; but I deſign to do both this month, 
and to become a laugable prattitioncr, 1 
„ he 
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The ducheſs wiſhes ſhe had ſeen you, and thinks 
you were in the wrong to hide yourſelf, and peep 
through the window, that day ſhe came to Mr. 
Pope's. The duke too is obliged. to you for your 
good opinion, and is your humble —— If I 
were to write, | am afraid I ſhould incur the diſ- 
pleaſure of my ſuperiors. I can't for my life 
think ſo well of them, as they themſelves think 
they deferve. If you have a very great mind to 
pleaſe the ducheſs, and at the ſame time to pleaſe 
me, | wiſh you would write a letter to her, to ſend 
to her brother, lord Gornbu y, to adviſe him in his 
travels; for, ſhe ſays, ſhe would take your advice 
rather than mine; and fhe remembers, that you 
told her in the Park, that you loved and honoured 
her family. You always inſiſted upon a lady's 
making advances to you; I do not know whether 

you will think this declaration ſufficient. Then 
too, when you were in England, ſhe writ a letter 
to you, and J have been often blamed ſince for net 
delivering it, ES 7 

The day the penſion bill was thrown out of the 
houſe of lords, lord Bathurft ſpoke with great ap- 
plauſe. I have not time to go to Mr. Pope's: ina 
day or two very probably | thail fee him, and ac- 
quaint him about the uſguzbaugh. I will not im- 
| bezzle your intereft-money ; though, by looking 

over your accounts, I ſee how money may be im- 
bezzled. As to my being engaged in an affair of 
this kind, I ſay nothing for myſelf, but that I will 
do all I can: for the reft | leave Jo. Taylor to 
Tpeak for me. To- day I dine with alderman Bar- 
Jer, the preſent ſheriff, who holds his feaſt in the 
city. Does not Charteris's misfortunes * grieve 


* © He was condemned at the Cid Bailzz on the 27th of 
Fe. 729 30. tor a rape.” | 5 5 
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you? For mot nes man is like to fave his life, 
and loſe ſome of his money. A very hard caſe! 


P. S. I am juſt now come from the alderman's 


Lord B ———— to Dr. SWIFT. 
DEAR DEAN, June the 3oth, 1730. 


I READ a letter from you ſome time ago, 
which gave me infinite pleaſure ; and I was goin 

to return you an anſwer immediately : but when \ 
fat down to write, I found my thoughts rolled 
upon the trifles, which fill the ſcene of life in 
that buſy, ſenſeleſs place, where | then was f ; 
and though I had nothing to do there, at leaſt no- 
thing worth doing, and time lay upon my hands, 


I was reſolved to defer writing to you, till I could 


clear my head from that rubbiſh, which every one 
muſt contract in that place. I cannot but fancy, 


if one of our heads were diſſected after paſſing a 


winter's campaign there, it would appear juit like 
a a pamplet ſhop; you'd fee a collection of treaties, 
a bundle of farces, a parcel of encomiums, ano- 
ther of ſatites, ſpeeches, novels, ſermons, bawdy 
ſongs, addreſſes, epigrams, proclamations, poems, 


divinity, lectures, quack-bills, hiftorical accounts, 


tables, and God knows what. 


The moment I got down here, I found myſelt 


quite clear from all thoſe affairs ; but really the 


hurry of buſineſs, which came upon me after a 


| ſtate of idleneſs for fix months, muſt excuſe me 
to you. Here I am abfolute monarch of a circle 


+ Londen. 


2 
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af above a mile round, at leaſt one hundred acres 
of ground, which (to ſpeak in the ſtile of one of 
your countrymen) is very populous in cattle, fiſh, 
and fowl. | 

To enjoy this power, which I reliſh extremely, 


5 and regulate this dominion, which I prefer to any 


other, has taken up my time from morning to 
night. There are Tahoos in the neighbourhood ; 
but having read in hiſtory, that the ſouthern part 
of Britain was long defended againſt the quack | 
a wall, | have fortified my territories all round. 
That wiſe people the Chineſe, you know did the 
ſame thing to defend themſelves againſt the Tar tars. 
Now, I think on it, as this letter is to be ſent to 
you, it will certainly be opened; and 1 ſhall have 
fome obſervations made upon it, becauſe I am 
within three miles of a certain caſtle. 'There- 
fore, I do hereby declare, that nothing herein con- 
tained ſhall extend, or be conſtrued to extend, fo 
far: and furthermore, I think myſelf in bonour 
bound to acknowledge, that under our preſent juſt 
and prudent miniſtry, I do not fear the leaſt moleſ- 
tation from that quarter. Neither are the fortifi- 
cations afore-mentioned in any-wiſe deſigned to 
them out; for I am well ſatisfied they can 
break 3 much ſtronger fences than theſe, if 
they ſhould have a mind to it. Obſerve how na- 
turally power and dominion are attended with fear 
and precaution. When I am in the herd, I have 
as little of it about meas any body; but now that 
I am in the midſt of my own dominions, I think 
of nothing but preſerving them, and grow fearful, 
leaſt a certain great man ſhould take a fancy 
to them, and tranſport them into Norfolk *, to 
place them in an ifland in one of his new-made 
fiſh-ponds. Or, if you take this for too proud a 
thought, I will only ſuppoſe it to be hung out un- 
der a great bow window. 
In either caſe I muſt confeſs to you, that I don't 


* © To Haug bion, the ſeat of Sir Rebert Walpok.” = 
Ike 
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like it. Ia the 5:| place, I am not ſure his new- 
made ground may hold good: in the latter caſe, [ 
have fome reaſon to doubt the foundations of his 
houſe are not fo fold, as he may imagine. Now, 
therefore, I am not fo much in the wrong, as you 


may conceive, to dere, that my territory may re- 


:nain where it is: for, though I know you could 
urge many arguments to ſhew the advantages I 
might reap by being ſo near him, yet I hold it as a 
maxim, that he who is contented with what he has, 


ought not to riſque that, even though he ſhould 


have a chance to augment it in any proportion. I 
learned this from our friend Eraſmus ; and the cor- 
rupt notions, that money is power, and therefore 
every man ought to get as much as he can, in or- 


der to create more power to himſelf, have no 


weight with me, | 

But now, to begin my letter to you, I have re- 
_ ceived four bottles of uſquebaugh, and ſent three 
of them to Mr. Pope; fo that I have detained only 
one for myſelf. I don't believe, ſuch an inſtance 
of honeſty, punctuality, diſintereſtedneſs, and ſelt- 
denial, can be given in this age. The whole be- 
ing in my power, I have with-held but the quar- 
ter part. I expect, If ever I come to be a great 
man, you will write a vindication of me, whether 


I am aſperſed or not. Till then, I remain your 


moſt faithful and moſt obedient ſervant. - 
LETTER CCLXXVIL 


DEAR SIR, 4meſbury, near Saliſbury in Wilt- 
Hire, July the 4th, 1730. 


Y O U tell me, That I have put myſelf out of 


the way of all my old acquaintance, fo that un- 


leſs I hear from you, I can know nothing of you. 


Is it not barbarous then to leave me ſo long with- 
| out 
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ent writing one word to me ? If you cat write 
to me for my ſake, methinks you might write for 
your own. How do you know what is become of 
your money? If you had drawn upon me, when I 
expected it, you might have had your money, for 
I was then in town ; but I am now at Ameſbury, 
at the duke of Qucenſberry s. The ducheſs ſends 
you her ſervices. I wiſh you were here: I fanſy 
you would like her and the place. You might 
fanſy yourſelf at home; for we have a cathedral 
near us, where you might find a biſhop of the 
_ fame name. You might ride upon the downs, 
and write conjectures upon Stonehenge. We are 
but five and twenty miles from the Bath; and I 
was told this very evening by general Dormer, 
(who is here) that he heard ſomewhere or other, 
that you had ſome intentions of coming there the 
latter ſeaſon. I wiſh any thing would bring us to- 
_ gether, but your want of health. I have left off 
wine and writing ; for I really think, that man 
muſt be a bold writer, who truſts to wit without 
it. I took your advice; and ſome time ago took 
to love, and made ſome advances to the lady, you 
ſent me to in Soho, but 1 met no return; ſo I have 

iven up all thoughts of it, and have now no pur- 
fair or amuſement. A ſtate of indolence is what 
I don't like; tis what I would not chuſe. I am 
not thinking of a court, or preferment ; for I 
think the lady I live with is my friend, fo that I 
am at the height of my ambition. You have often 
told me, there is a time of life, that every one 
wiſhes for ſome ſettlement of his own. I bave 
frequently that feeling about me, but I fanſy it 
will hardly ever be my lot; fo that I will endea- 
vour to paſs away life as agreeably as I can, the way 
Jam. TI often with to be with you, or you with. 


* © Dr, Berj.imin Hiuly, biſhcp of fal-ſoury, wh.ſe bro- 
ther, Dr. Yen zadly ſucceeded archbiſhop King in the fee of 
Dublin, 1gth Tanuary, 1729-30, | 


me ; 


| 
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me; and I believe you think I ſay true. I am de- 
termined to write to you, though thoſe dirty fel- 
lows of the poſt-oftice do read my letters; for 
ſince I ſaw you, I am grown of that conſequence 
to be obnoxious to the men I defpiſe ; ſo that it is 
very probable in their hearts they think me an ho- 

man. I have heard from Mr. Pope but once 
fince I left London: I was forry I ſaw him ſo ſel- 


dom, but I had buſineſs, that kept me from him. 


] often with we were together again. If you will 

not write, come. I am, dear Sir, your's moſt af- 

feftionately. Ee 
LETTER CCLXXVIIL 

Lord B————— to Dr. SWIFT. 


DEAR SIR, Cirenceſter, Sept. the gth, 1730. 


O U have taken all the precaution, which a 
reaſonable man could poſſibly take, to break off 
an impertinent correſpondence and yet it will not 
One muſt be more ſtupid than a Dutch bur- 
— not to ſee — the deſign of the laſt 

. * I ſhewall your letters to our {rifþ wits. 
One of them is going to write a treatiſe of Engli/b 
bulls and blunders.” And for further fecurity, you 
add at laſt, Iam going to take a progreſs, God 


knows where, and ſhan't be back again, God 
knows when. I have given you a reaſonable 
breathing time; and now, I muſt at you again. I 
receive ſo much pleaſure in reading your letters, 
that according to the uſual good nature and juſtice 
of mankind, f 


can diſpenſe with the trouble I give 
you in reading mine; but if you grow obſtinate, 
and won't anſwer, Fl! plague and peſter you, and 
do all I can to vex you. III take your works to 
teces, and ſhew you, that it is all borrowed or 
ole. Have not you ſtolen the ſweeteſt of your 

| numbe 
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numbers from Dryden and Waller? Have not you 
borrowed thoughts from Virgil and Horace? At 
leaſt, I am ſure I have ſeen ſomething like them in 
thoſe books. As to your proſe writings, which 
they make ſuch a noiſe about, they are only ſome 
little improvements upon the humour you have 
ſtole from Miguel de Cervantes and Rabelais. Well, 
but the ſtile, — 2 great matter indeed, for an 
Engliſhman to value himſelf upon, that he can 
write Engliſh : why, I write Engliſb too, but it is 
in another ſtile. 

But I won't — your political tracts. You 
may ſay, that you have ventured your ears at one 
time, and your neck at another, for the good of 
your country. Why, that other people have done 
in another manner, upon leſs occaſions, and are 
fot at all proud A it. * 3 overturned and 

rted mini 3 7 ve ſet kingdoms in a 
— by your pen. frm: what 1s — in that, 
but having the knack of hitting the paſſions of 
mankind? With that alone, and a little knowledge 
of ancient and modern hiſtory, and ſeeing a little 
farther into the inſide of things than the generali- 
ty of men, you have made this buſtle. There is 
no wit in any of them: I have read them all 

over, and don't remember any of thoſe pretty 
flowers, thoſe juſt antitheſes, which one meets 
with fo frequently in the French writers. None 
of thoſe clever turns upon words, nor thoſe apt 
quotations out of Latin authors, wiiich the writers 
of the laſt age amongſt us abounded in. None of 
thoſe pretty ſimilies, which ſome of our modern 
authors adorn their works with, that are not only 
a little like the thing they would illuſtrate, but are 
alſo like twenty other things. In ſhort, as often 


as I have read any of your tracts, I have been ſo 


tired with them, that I have never been eaſy till! 
got to the end of them. I have found my brain 
heated, my imagination fired, juſt as if 1 

l | u 7 
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drunk. A pretty thing indeed for one of your 


gown to value himſelf upon, that with fitting ſtil! 
an hour in his ſtudy, he has often mace three king- 
doms drunk at once, | 

have twenty other points to maul you upon, 


if you provoke me; but if you are civil, and good- 
natured, and will ſend me a long, a very long let- 
ter, in anſwer to this, I will let you alone a good 


while. Well, adieu. If I had a better pen, 1 
can tell you, that I ſhould not have concluded 


LETTER COXXIE 
* to Dr. SWIFT. 
London, September the 19th, 1730. 


H AD I not been retired into the country, 
_ your's ſhould have been anſwered ny ago. As 
to your poeteſs, | am her obliged 

muſt confeſs the fact is juſt as you ſtate it. It is 


ervant, and 


very true, I was gaming; and upon the dapper 


| youth's delivering me a paper, which I juſt opened, 


found they were verſes : ſo ſlunk them into my 
pocket, and there truly they were kept exceeding 


private; for I cannot accuſe _ of ſhewing 


them to a mortal. But let me affure you, it was 
not out of modeſty, but in great hopes, that the 


This lady was daughter of the earl of Berkeley, ene of | 


the lords juſtices of Þeland in 1699, with whom Dr. Swift 
went over as chaplain, and private ſecretary. He lived in his 
lordſhip's family zt the caſtle of Dublin ; and lady Betty Berke- 
ley finding a ballad on the game of traffic unfiniſhed upon & it's 


table, added a ſtanza of raillery upon him, and left the 


where ſhe found it. This occafioned another ballad of Swifts, 
to the tune of cut-purſe. The ballad on traffic is to be found 
among the poſthumous pieces, vol. vii. and that to the tune of 
the cut-purſe in vol. vi. Bat. edit. 1954, $vo. Lady Betty 


Berkeky married Sir Jon Germain basonet, of Drayeen, in 


Niribamptonſpire. 
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author would have divulged them; which, you 
know, would have looked decenter than trumpet- 
mg my own fame. But it ſeems unhappily we 
were both bit, and judged wrong of each other. 
However, fince you defre it, you may be very 
ſure ſhe ſhall not fail of my entreaties to his grace 
the duke of Dor/er for her, though you have not 
yet let me into the ſecret * fer veſt is, ſo 
till my lord Carteret does his part, or that I hear 
from you again, it will be but a blind fort of a 
petition. I have not ſeen his grace this 
while, and he is now at Windſor, and 1 chuſe ra- 
ther to ſpeak to him on all accounts, having not 
ſo fine a talent at writing. But as you are com- 
monly eſteemed by thoſe, who pretend to know 
you, to have a tolerable ſhare of honeſty and 
brains, I do not queſtion your doing what is right by 

him; nor his paying you all the civility and Rind- 
neſs you can defire. Nor will 1 hope their in- 
| fluence ever can make him do otherwiſe, though 
he has the unfathionable quality of eſteeming his 
old friends ; but however partial to them, yet not 
to be biaſſed againſt his own ſenſe and judgment. 
The conſequence of this, I hope, will be your 
coming to England, and meeting often with him, 
(in lady Betty's chamber ) where the happy com- 
_ poſition 1 ſhall exert her ſkill in ordering dinner; 

and I won't miſtake oil of amber for the ſpirit of 
it, but continue as I ever was, your ſincere friend, 
as well as faithful humble ſervant, 


I Alluding tothe firſt line of Frances Harris's petition, See 
vol. vi. of Swifts works, Batburſt's edit. 17 54, vo. 


t Mrs. Biddy Floyd. This expreſſion alludes to the laft 


verſe of a little poem of Sit, intitled, a receipt to form 3 
beauty, and called the happy compeſitica Fand“ This lady 
is mentioned in the ballad on the game of traffic, a: being obe 
- the party at lord Berke/ey's, and at ibi: time lived with lady 
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LETTER CCLXXX. 


Mi. GAY % D. 8 WI T. 


Ameſbury, near Saliſbury, Nov. 81h, 1730. 
DEAR SIR, ; 


80 you are determined never to write to me a- 


gain; but, for all that, you ſhall not make me 
hold my tongue. You ſhall hear from me (the 
poſt-office willing) whether you will or no. I ſee 


none of the folks you correſpond with, fo that I 


am forced to pick up intelligence concerning 


you, 
as I can ; which hath been ſo very little, that I 


am reſolved to make my complaints to you as a 
friend, who | know loves to relieve the diſtreſſed : 
and in the circumſtances I am in, where ſhould I 


apply, but to my beſt friend? Mr. Pope indeed, 


upon my frequent enquiries, hath told me, that 
the letters, which are difEed to him, concern me 
as much as himſelf : but what you ſay of yourſelf, 


or of me, or to me, I know nothing at all. Lord 


Carteret was here yeſterday, on his return from 
the e of Wight, where he had been a ſhooting 
and left ſeven pheaſants with us. He went this 
morning to the Bath, to lady Carteret, who is per- 
fectly recovered. He talked of you three hours 
laſt night, and told me, that you talk of me. I 
mean, that you are prodigiouſly in his favour, as 
beſays ; and, I believe, that Tam in your's; for 1 
know you to be a juſt and equitable perſon, and it 
is but my due. He ſeemed to take to me, which 


may proceed from your recommendation; though, 


indeed, there is another reaſon for it, for he is 


now out of employment, and my friends have been 
generally of that fort: for I take to them, as being 
naturally inclined to thoſe, who can do no miſchiet. 


Pray, 


[ 1g ] 

Pray, do you come to Ergland this year ? He 
thinks you do. I wiſh you would ; and fo does 
the ducheſs of Qucenſberry. What would you have 
more to induce you? Your money cries, come 
ſpend me; and your friends cry, come fee me. ] 

have been treated baibarouſly by you. If you 
knew how often I talk of you, how often [ 
think of you, you would now and then di- 
rect a letter to me, and I would allow Mr. 
Pope to have a ſhare in it. In ſhort, I don't care 
to keep any man's money, that ſerves me fo. Love 


or money | muſt have; and, if you will not let me 


have the comfort of one, I think I muſt endeavour 
to get a little comfort by ſpending ſome of the 
other. I muſt beg, that you will call at Ameſbury, 
in your way to Lenden; for I have many things to 
ſay to you; and I can aſſure you, you will be wel- 
come to a three-pronged fork. I remember your 


* 1 and I do ride upon the downs; and, 


at preſent, I have no aſthma. I have killed five 
brace of partridges, and four brace and half of 


_quails. and I do not envy either Sir Nobert, or Ste- 


pben Duck, who is the favourite poet of the court 
*. I hear ſometimes from Mr. Pope, and from ſcarce 
any body elſe. Were I to live ever fo long, I be- 
lieve I ſhould never think of Landan; bu: 1 cannot 
help thinking of you. Were you here, I could 
talk to you, but I would net for you f ; you ſhall 
have all your ſhare of talk, which was never al- 
lowed you at Twickenham. You know this was 


2 grievance you often complained of; and fo, in 


revenge, you make me write all, and anſwer no- 


thing. | beg you to make my compliments to Dr. 


Delaney. I am, dear Sir, youi's molt affectionately, 
| —e > 


Stefen Duck was 2 pecr tkreſker, who having written 
ſime verles, they were ſhewed to the late queen, who made 


hien ber lil rar keeper at N. c. be afterwards took or- 
der and was preteired to a liv.cg, but growing melancholy, 


he at lt drowned big tei | 
+ Mr. Gap ws reſerved in his conv-tſat en. 


I ended 
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i ended the letter as above, to go to the ducheſa, 
and ſhe told me, I might go down, and come a 
quarter of an hour hence. I had a deſign to have 
aſked her to ſign the invitation, that I have made 
you. As I don't know how much ſhe may have 
to fay to you, I think it will be prudent to leave 
off, that ſhe may not be ſtinted for want of room. 
So much I will ſay, that, whether the ſigns it, or 
no, both the duke and the ducheſs would be very 
glad you would come to Ameſbury ; and you mutt 
be perſuaded that I fay this without the leaſt pri- 
vate view. For, what is it to me whether you 


come or not? For I can write to you, you know. 


P. S. By the Ducheſs of 9 ———— 
1 would fain have you come. I can't fay 
you'll be welcome ; for I don't know you, 
and perhaps I ſhall nat like you; but if I do 

not, (unleſs you are a very vain perſon) you 
mall know wy thoughts as ſoon as I do 
myſelf. K 


"LET TER cci xxx. 
Dr. ARBUTHNOTT tw Dr. SWIFT. 
DEAR SIR, [lndorſed. November, 1730. 


HE paſſage in Mr. Pope's letter about your 
health does not alarm me: both of us have had 
the diſtemper ,theſe thirty years. I have found 
that eel, the warm gums, and the Bath, ail do 
good in it. Therefore, firſt take the vomit A; 
then, every day, the quantity of a nutmeg in a 
morning, of the electuary marked B; with five 


| ſpoonfuls of the tincture marked D. Take the 


tincture, but not the electuary, in the aiternoon. 
You may take one of the pills marked C, at any 


tle 
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the drops marked E, in any vehicle, even water. 
I had a ſervant of my own, that was cured merely 

with vomiting. There is another medicine not 


mentioned, which you may try; = —_ rad. 


Valerianæ Giver, a San a ſcruple of it twice a 
day. How came you to take it in your head, that 
I was queen's phyſician ? When I am fo, you ſhall 
be a biſhop, or any thing you have a mind to. 
Pope is now the great reigning poetical favourite. 
Your lord lieutenant * has a mind to be well with 
you. Lady Betty Germain complains you have 
not wrote to her fince ſhe wrote to you. I have 
ſhewed as much civility to Mrs. Barber as I could, 
and ſhe likewiſe to me. I have no more paper, 


but what ſerves to tell you, that I am, with great 


3 your moſt faithful humble ſervant, 
ES | ARBUTHNOTT. 


I recommended Dr. Helſham to be phyſician to. 


1 the lord lieutenant. 1 know not what effect it will 
kave. 


A. 
. Puly. rad. ipocucoanz, 9. 


5 R Conſerv. Ps, aurant. abſynth. 8 
ana Zvi. rubigin. Martis in pollin. reda&. 
3 ſyrup e ſucco — q. . 


M Af. fetid. zij. tinctur. caſtor. 4 f. fiant pi 
lulz xxiv. 3 


R Cortic. Peruviani elect. rubigin. Martis ana | 


Fj. digere tepide in vini alb. Gallic. Ib ij j. * 
24 horas: * _ colatura. 


N Sp. cor. cerv. ſp. lavendul. tiaQtur. caſtor. | 


ana 3). miſce. 


*The Duke of Derfer. 
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Ius theſe receipts may yn de — to ſome 
perſon troubled with the 


n's complaint of gid- 
dineſs, Dr. Arbuthnatt's receipt of bitters, for 
ſtrengthening the ſtomach, is added. ] 

Take of zadoary root one drachm ; ngal 
and Roman wormwood, of each two dtachms ; 
orange-peel, a drachm ; leſſer cardamon feeds, 
two ſcruples. Infuſe all in a quart of boilin 

ſpring- water for fix hours: ſtrain it off, 
add to it four ounces of greater compound 
wormwood-water. 5 


LETTER CCLXXXIL - 
The Farl of C-————— to Dr. SWIFT. 
SIR, Hague, Dec. 1515, N.S 1730. 


Y O U need not have made any excuſes to me 


ſor your ſolicitation : on the contrary, I am proud 
of being the firſt perſon to whom you have thought 
it worth your while to apply fince thoſe changes, 


which, you ſay, drove you into diftance and ob- 


ſcurity. I very well know the perſon you recom- 


mend to me, having lodged at his houſe a whole 
ſummer at Richmond. | have always heard a very 


good character of him, which alone would incline 
me to ſerve him; but your recommendation, I 
can aſſure you, will make me impatient to do it. 


However, that he may not again meet with the 


common fate of court-ſuitors, nor I lie under the 
imputation of making court-promiſes, I will ex- 
altly explain to you how far it is likely I may be 
able to ſerve him. FED „5 
When firſt I had this office * I took the reſolu- 


® © Of lord ſteward ef the king's houſhold, in which he 


| ſucceeded the duke of Derſet, appointed lord lieutenant of 


Ireland.” 


I K tion 


. 
tion of turning out no. body; fo that I ſhall only 
have the diſpoſal of thoſe places, that the death 


of the preſent poſſeſſors will procure me. Some 


old ſervants, that have ſerved me long and faith- 


fully, have obtained the promiſes of the firſt four 
or five vacancies ; and the early ſolicitations of 
ſome of my particular friends have tied me down 


for about as many more. But, after having fatis- 


fied theſe engagements, I do aſſure you, Mr. Laun- 
celot ſhall be my firſt care. I conſeſs, his proſpect 
is more remote than I] could have wiſhed it; but 


as it is ſo remote, he won't have the uneafineſs of 


© diſappointment, if he gets nothing; and if he 


gets ſomething, we ſhall both be pleaſed. 

As for his political principles, I am in no manner 
of pain about them. Were he a Tory, I would 
venture to ſerve him, in the juſt expectation, that 


ſhould I ever be charged with having preferred a 


Tary, the perſon, who was the author of my crime, 

would likewiſe be the author of my vindication. | 
am with real eſteem, Sir, your moſt obedient humble 

ſervant, Eo 


* 


C 
_ N — „ 


LETTER cclxxxm. 
Mr. GAY to Dr. SWIFT. 


' DEAR SIR, Ameſbury, Dec. 6th, 1730. 


Bo TH your letters, to my great fatisfaQion, | 
1 have received. You were miſtaken as to my 


| being in town; for | have been here ever fince the 
beginning of May. But the beſt way is to dire 
your letters always to the duke's houſe, in London; 
and they are ſent hither by his porter. You fay, 
we deſerve envy : I think, we do; for I envy no 
man, either in town or out of it. We have had 
ſame few viſitors, and every one of them ſuch, 
| * 


. ES 
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a3 one would deſire to viſit. The ducheſs is a more 


| ſevere check upon my finances than ever you were; 
and I ſubmit, as I did to you, to comply ts my 


own good. I was a long time, before I could pre- 
vail with her to let me allow myſelf a pair of ſhoes 
with two heels; for I had loſt one, and the ſhoes 


_ were fo decayed, that they were not worth mend- 


ing You fee by this, that thoſe who are the moſt 
nerous of their own, can be the moſt covetous 


| for others. I hope you will be fo good to me, as 


to uſe your intereſt with her, (for, whatever ſhe 

ſays, you ſeem to have ſome) to indulge me with 

the extravagence ſuitable to my fortune. — 
The lady you mention, that diſlikes you, hath no 


diſcernment. I really think, you may ſafely ven- 


ture to Ameſbury, though indeed the lady here likes 
to have her own way as well as ycu; which may 
ſometimes occaſion diſputes: and, | tell you be- 


forehand, that I cannot take your part. I think 
her ſo often in the right, that you will have great 
_ difficul'y to perſuade me, that ſhe is in the wrong. 
Then, there is another thing, that | ovght to tell 


you, to deter you from this place; Which is, that 
the lady of the houſe is not given to ſliew civility 
to thoſe ſhe Coes not like. She ſpeaks her mind, 
and loves truth. For the unconmonneſs of tlie 
thing, I fanſy, your curiofity will prevail over your 
fear; and you will like to fee fuch a woman. Rut 
I fay no more, till I know whether her grace will 


fill up the reſt of the paper. 


The Ducheſs of . 


Write I muſt, particularly now, as I have an 
opportunity to indulge my precominant paſſion 
of contradiction. I do, in the firſt place, contra - 


dict moſt things Mr. Cay ſays of me, to deter yu 
| from coming here; whch it you ever do, I hereby 


eſſure you, that, un'eſs I like my own way better, 
you ſha!l have your's ; and in all diſputes you ſhall 
K 2 Convince 
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conymce me, if yon can. But, by what I ſee of 
vou, this is not a misfortune, that will always 
happen; for I find you ate a great miſtaker. For 
example, you take prudence for imperiouſneſs : 
tis from this firſt, that I determined not to like 
one, who is too giddy-headed for me to be certain 
whether or no I ſhall ever be acquainted with. I 
| have known people take great delight in building 
caſtles in the air ; but I ſhould chuſe to build friends 
upon a more ſolid foundation. I would fain know 
you; for I often hear more good likeable things 
than tis poſſible any one can deſerve. Pray, come, 
that I may find out ſomething wrang ; for I, and I 
believe moſt women, have an inconceivable plea- 
ſure to find out any faults, except their own. Mr. 
Cibber is made poet laureat. I am, Sir, as much 
your humble ſervant as I can be to any perſon I 
don't know. | C. Q. 
Mr. Gay is very peevifh that I ſpell and write 
ill; but I don't care: for neither the pen nor I 
can do better. Befides, I think you have flattered 
me, and ſuch people ought to be put to trouble. 


Mr. GAV Poſtſcript 


Now I hope you are pleaſed, and that you will 
allow for ſo ſmall a ſum as 200 J. you have a 
jumping penny worth. I 


LETTER CCLXXXIV. | 
Lady E 8 — — to Dr. SWIFT 
SAG December 24, 1730. 
% INCE you, with a modeſt aſſurance, afficm 
you underſtand and practiſe good manners better 
than any other perſon in either kingdom, I wiſh 


vou would therefore put into very handſome terms 
a my 
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„ 
my excuſe to dean Swift, that I have not anſwered 
his letter, that I received before the laſt. For 


even prebendary Head aſſured my brother Harry, 


that he, in all form and juſtice, took place of a 
calonel, as being major general in the church ; 
and therefore you need not have called a council 
to know, whether you or I were to write laſt ; 
becauſe, as being but a poor courteſy lady, I can 
pretend to no other place but what other ple's 
goodneſs gives me. This being ſettled, I ought 
not to have writ again; but however, I fear I 
ſhould have been wrong enough to have deſired 
the correſpondence to be kept up, but that I have 
been ill for a fortnight, and o courſe lazy, and 
not in a writing mood. 83 
Firſt, as to Mrs. Barber, as I told you before, 


fo [ tell you the ſame again, that, upon your re- 


commendation, I ſhall be very glad to ſerve her, 
though I never did fee her ; and as I had not your 
letter till I went from Tundridge, ſhe paſſed un- 
marked by me in the crowd ; not have I met with 
her fince. She writ to me to prefent ———'s 

to the duke and ducheſs of Dar ſet. I an- 
ſwered her letter, and obeyed her commands And 


as to her own, | ſhall moſt willingly fubſcribe ; 


though I am of the opinion, we ladies are not apt 


to be good poets, eſpecially if we can't ſpeil; bur 
that is by the way of inviolable ſecret between 


you and me. So much for this letter. Now to 
your laſt epiſtle, for which it ſeems I am to give 
you thanks, for honcuring me with vour com- 
mands. Well, I do fo, becauſe this gets a proof, 


that, after ſo many years acquaintance, there is 


one, that will take my wo:d ; which is a certain 


_ fign, that | have not often broke it. Therefore 


behold the conſequence is this; I have given my 


word to the duke of Dorſet, that you would not 


ſo poſitively affirm this fact concerning Mrs. Fox, 
without knowing the certain truth, that there is 
no deceit in this declaration of truſt. And though 
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it has been recommended to him, as you ſay, he 
never did give any anſwer to it, nor deſigned it, 
till he was fully fatisfi:d of the truth; and even 
then, I believe, would not have determined to 
have done it, becauſe it is an eaſy way of ſecuring 
a place for ever to a family; and were this to be 
an example, be it ſo many pence, or ſo many 
pounds, for the future they would be inheritances. 
$9 now, not to ſhew my power with his grace (in 
ſpite of his dependants, who may caſt their eyes 
on it) for that I dare affirm there never will be 
need of, where juſtice or good-nature is neceſſa- 
ty; but to ſhew you his dependance on your ho- 
nour and integrity, he gives me leave to tell you, 
it ſhall certainly be done; nor does this at all 
oblige you to give the thanks you ſeem ſo defirous 

to have; for at any time, whenſoever you have 
any buſineſs, ſervice, or requeſt to to his 
grace of Dor ſet (whether my proper buſineſs or no) 
till you two are better acquainted with one another's 
merits, I ſhall be very glad to ſhew how fincerely 
1 am your friend and faithful humble ſervant, 


LETTER CCLXXXV. 


WILLIAM PULTENE V, Eq; 
55 w i. SWIFT. - 
DEAR SIR, Concha, Feb. the qth, 1730. 


A MONG the many compliments I have re- 
_ ceived from my friends on the birth of my ſon, I 
aſſure you none gave me greater pleaſure than the 
kind letter you konoured me with on the occaſion. 
When you were laſt in Exgland, your ſlay was ſ3 
ſhort, that I ſcarce had time, and very few 31 
tunities, to convince you how great a deſire I had 
to bear ſome ſhare of your eſteem; but, ſhould 

you 


1.9921 

u return this ſummer, I hope you will continue 
woke among us. Lord Belingbroie, lord Bathur/, 
Pope, myſelf, and others of your friends, are got 
together in a count: y neighbourh od, which would 
be much enlivered, if vou would come and live 
among us. Ars. Pulteney joins with me in the 
invitation, and is much obliged to you for remem - 
bering her. She bid me tell you, that the is deter- 
mined to have no more children, unleſs you will 
promiſe to come over, and chriſten the next. You 
fee how much my happineſs, in many reſpects, de- 
pends upon your promiſe. I bave always dcfired 
Pope, when he wrote to you, to remember my com- 
pliments ; and | can atſure you with the greateit 
truth, though you have much older acquaintances, 
that you have not in England a friend that loves 
and honours you more than I do, or can be, with 
greater ſincerity, than I am, your moſt humble and 


_ obedient ſervant, | | _ | 
„ V. PULTENEY. 
P. S. If any of our pamphlets (with which we 


abound) are ever ſent over to Ireland, and 
you think them worthy reading, you will per- 
ceire how low they are reduced in point of 
argument on one fide of the queſtion. This 
has d:ove certain people to that laſt reſort of 
calling names Villain, traitor, ſeditious rat- 
cal, and ſuch ingenious appellations, have 
frequently been beſtowed on' a couple of 
friends of yours. Such uſage has made it 
neceffary to return the ſame polite language; 
and there has been more Billing ſgate uff ut- 
tered fiom the preſs * within theſe two 
months, than ever was known before. Up- 
on this, Dr. Arbuthnott kas wrote à very hu- 


* © Among the pamphlets publiſhed wi'kin that peri- d, was 
lord Hat: y's Sei ron and Defamation di played; in a b tier to 
te Ath.r F -i&e Crufiſnan, pubiſhid in Jaru.ry, 1710-31 
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morous treatiſe 4, which he ſhewed me this 
morning ; wherein he proves, from many 
learned inſtances, that this fort of altercation 
is ancient, elegant, and claſſical; and that 
what the world ta!ſely imagines to be polite, 
is truly Gothic and barbarous. He ſhews how 
the gods and goddefſes uſed one another; 
dog, bitch, and whore were pretty common 
expreſſions among them: kings, heroes, am- 
baſſadors, and orators, abuſed one another 
much in the ſame way ; and he concludes, 
that it is a pity this method of abjuration 
ſhould be loſt. His quotations from Homer, 
Demoſthenes, Æſchines, and Tully are admira- 
ble, and the whole is very humorouſly con- 
ducted. I take it for granted he will ſend it 
you himſelf, as ſoon as it is printed. 


LETTER CCLXXXVIL 
Lady B—— G—— % Dr. SWIFT. 
February the 23d, 173-1, 


Now were ycu in vaſt hopes you ſhould 
Hear no more from me, I being ſlow in my moti- 
ons: but don't flatter yourſelf; you began the 
correſpondence, ſet my pen a going, and God 
| knows when it will end; far ] bad it by inheri- 
tance from my father, ever to pleaſe myſelf when 
could; and though | don't juſt take the turn my 
mother did of faſting and praying; yet to be ſure 
that was her pleaſure too, or elſe ſhe would not 
have been ſo greedy of it. I don't care to deliver 


+ © Probably thet publiſhed in the Miſcellan-eus Tor kr of 
:he late Dr. Arbuthoo t, Vol I. p. 40 Printed at Gla!g: v, 
mm 1721. The title of the piece is, A ariel Acceun- of Ie. 
Fobr Cinglicrt's Treatiſe concern”g the Alter cati;n er & ldirg 
of ive Amen. ; 
vou: 
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your meſſage this great while to lieutenant Head, he 
having been dead theſe two years. And though he 
had, as you fay, a head, I loved him very well; 
but, however, from my dame Wadear's * firſt im- 
preſſion, I have ever had a natural antipathy to ſpi- 
Its. | | 

I have not acquaintance enough with Mr. Pope, 
which I am ſorry for, and expect you ſhould come 
to England, in order to improve it. If it was the 
queen, and not the duke of Graf/on, that picked out 
ſuch a laureat , the deſerves his poetry in her praiſe. 

Your friend Mrs. Barber has been here. I fird 
ſhe has ſome requeſt; but neither you nor ſhe has 
yet let it out to me what it is: for certainly you can- 
not mean That by ſubſcribing to her book; if fo, I 
ſhall be mighty unhappy to have you call That a fa- 
vour. For ſurely there is nothing fo eaſy as what 
one can do one's ſelf, nor any thing fo heavy as what 
one mult aſk other people for; though I don't mean 
by this, that | ſhall ever be unwilling, when you re- 
quire it; yet ſhall be much happier, when it is in my 
own power to ſhew, how fincerely | au my old 
fiiend's molt faithful humble ſet vant. 5 

Mrs. Fioyd is much your's; but dumber than ever, 

having a violent cold. 


LETTER CCLXXXVIII. 
Mr. GAY w N. SWIFT. 
March the 20th, 1736-1. -. 


| ] THINK. it is above three months ſince I wrote - 
to you, in partnerſhip with the ducheis. About a 
tortnight ſince I wroce to you from Twickenham, for - 
Mr. Pere and myſelt. He was then ditabled troa 


* The leaf houſekeeper at lord Berk ley's, 
+ Lei, en.. e 
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writing by a ſevere rheumatic pain in his arm; but 
is pretty well again, and at preſent in town. Lord 
Oxford, lord Bathurſt, he, and I dined together 
yeſterday at Barnes, with old Jacob Ton on, where 
we drank your health. I am again, by the advice 


of phyſicians, grown a moderate wine-drinker, after 


an abſtinence of above two years ; and now look 
upon myſelf as qualified for fociety as before. 

I forme:ly ſent you a ſtate of the accounts be- 
tween us Lord B—— hath this day paid me 


your principal and intereſt. The intereſt amounted 


to 12 L and I want your directions how to diſpoſe 
of the principal, which muſt lie dead, till I receive 
your orders. I had a ſcheme of buying two lottery 
tickets for you, and keeping your principal intire. 
And as all my good fortune is to come, to ſhew 
you that I conſult your advantage, I will buy two 
more for myſelf, and then you and | will go halves 
in the ten thouſand pounds. I hat there will be a 
lottery is certain: the ſcheme is not yet declared, 

but 1 hear it will not be the moſt advantageous 
ore; for we are to have but 3 J. per cent. 

I ſolicit for no court favours, fo that I propoſe 
to buy the tickets at the market price, when they 
come out, which will not be theſe two or three 
months. If you do not like to have your money 
thus diſpoſed of ; or if you like to truſt to your 
own fortune, rather than to ſhare in mine, let me 
have your orders; and at the ſame time, tell me 

what I ſhall do with the principal ſum. : 

I came to town the 7th of January laſt, with 
the duke and ducheſs, about buſineſs, for a fort- 
night. As it depended upon others, we could not 
get it done till now. Next week we return to 
Ameſiury, in Wilſhire, for the reſt of the year; 
but the beſt way is always to dire ct to me at the 
duke's, in Burlington-gas dens, near Piccadilly. I 
am ordered by the ducheſs to grow rich in the 
manner of Sir 7ebn Cutler. TI have nothing at this 
preſent writing, but my ficck that was made at 

. e Saliſt ury, 
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Palybury, and a bob perriwig. I perſuade myſelt 
that it is ſhilling-weather as ſeldom as poſſible; 
and have found out, that there are few court- 
viſits that are worth a ſhilling. In ſhort, I am 
very happy in my preſent independency. . I envy 
no man; but have the due contempt of volun- 
tary ſlaves of birth and fortune. I have ſuch a 
ſpite againſt you, that I wiſh you may long for my 
company, as I do for yours. Though you never 
write to me, you cannot make me forget you; fo 
that if it is out of friendſhip you write fo ſeldom 
to me, it doth not anſwer the purpoſe. Thoſe 
who you like ſhould remember you, do ſo when- 
ever | ſee them. I believe they do it upon their 
own account; for I know few people who are ſo- 


licitous to pleaſe or flatter me. The ducheſs ſends 


you her compliments, and ſo would many mere, it 


LETTER CCLXXXIX. 


Mr. G AY to Dr. S WI p r. | 
With a Poitcript. = 


DEAR SIR, April 116, 1731. 
HE fortune of the per In you ſuteteit you: 5 


ſelf in, amounts to at preſent (al! Celts paid) abov 
three thouland four hundred pounds; to that, 
whatever other people think, | logk upon Lim, as 
to fortune, to be happy; that is to fav, an inde- 
pendent creature. | have been in expeCution, 


poſt after poſt, to have received your directions 
about the diſpaſal of your money. I left that 
ſum, with 20c I of my own, in Nir. Fare's hone 
at my coming cut of town. If I bear notking 
_ fiom you, I ſhall do with it, as I do vith my RIA 


, 


I made you a propoſal about purchaſing lot:e. y 
tickets, in parinei ſnip with wyiclt; that is to far, 
5 fo.r 
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four tickets between us. This can be done with 
the over · plus, the intereſt- money I have received; 
but in this I will do nothing, till I hear from you. 

I am now got to my reſidence at Aneſbury, get 
ting health, and ſaving money. Since I have got 
over the impediment to a writer, water-drinking, 
if I can perſuade myſelf that I have any wit, and 
| find I have inclination, I intend to write; though, 
as yet, I have another impediment : 'for I have 
not provided myſelf with a ſcheme. Ten to one 
but | ſhall have a propenſity to write againſt vice, 

and who can tell how far that may offend ? But 
an author ſhould conſuit his genius, rather than 
his intereſt, if he cannot reconcile them. Juſt 
| before I left London, I made a viſit to Mrs. Barber. 
I with | could any ways have contributed to her 
ſubſcription. I have always found myſelf of no 
_ conſequence. and am now of leſs than ever; but 
have found cut a way in one reſpeQ, of making 
myſelf of more confequence, which is by con- 
fidering other people of leſs. Thoſe who have | 
wg me up, | have given up; and in ſhort, I 
cek after no friendſhips, but am content with | 
what I have in the houſe. Ly have ſubſcribed, 
and I propoſed it before Fo. Taylor, who, upon | 
hearing ſhe was a friend of your's, offered his ſub- 
ſcription, and deſired his compliments to you. I 
believe ſhe hath given you an account that ſhe 
hath ſome profpe& of ſucceſs from others recom- 
mendations to thoſe I know ; and I have not been 
wanting upon all occaſions to put in my good 
word, which I fear avails but little. Two days 
ago I received a letter from Dr. Arbuthnott, which 
gave me but a bad account of Mr. Pope's health. 
I have writ to him ; but have not heard from him 
fince I came into the country. If you knew the 
_ pleaſure you gave me, you would keep your con- 
tract of writiug more punRually ; and eſpecially 
you would have anfwered my laſt letter, as it was 
a money 


when I am angry; but I am a v 


receive your money. 


r ; 

a money affair, and you have to do with a man of 
buſineſs. | | 

Your letter was more to the ducheſs than to 

me; ſo I now leave off, to offer her the paper. 


Poſtſcript by the Ducheſs. 
It was Mr. Gay's fault that T did not write 


ſooner ; which if I had, I ſhould hope you would 


have been here by this time; for I have to tell 


you, all your articles are agreed to; and that! 


only love my own way, when I meet not with 


others whoſe ways I like better. I am in great 


hopes that I ſhall approve of your's ; for to tell 


you the truth, I am at preſent a little tired of my 


own. I have not a clear or diſtin& voice, 


— : 
when people don't fanſy themſelves fick. Mr. Gay 
knows this; and he knows too how to play at 
bac Whether the parſon of the pariſh 
can, | know not; but if he cannot hold his tongue, 


I can. Pray ſet out the firſt fair wind, and ſtay 


with us as long as ever you pleaſe. I cannot 
name my fixed time, that I ſhall like to maintain 
you and your equipage ; but, if I don't happen 
to like you, | know I can fo far govern my tem- 
per, as to endure you for about five days. So 
come away directly; at all hazards you'll be al- 
lowed a good breathing time. I ſhall make no ſort 


of reſpe&ful concluſions ; for till I know you, I 


cannot tell what I am to you. 


Mr. G A Y's Poſtſcript. 55 
The direction is to the duke of Qucenſberry s. 
in Burlington gardens, Piccadilly, Now I have 
told you this, you have no excuſe from writing but 
one, which is coming ; get over your lawſuit, and 


[2061 
The ducheſs adds, © he ſhall not write a word 
more from Ameſbury in Wiltſhire. Your groom 
was miſtaken ; for the houſe is big enough, but the 
park is too little.“ | | | 8 


LETTER ccxc. 
Lord B . — to Dr. SWIFT. 


April 191b, 1731. 


IN EVER deſigned to have wrote to you any 
more, becauſe you bantered and abuſed me fo groſly 
in your laſt. To flatter a man, from whom you 
can get — nor expect any thing, is doing 
miſchief for miſchief-ſake, and conſequently highly 
immoral. However, I will not carry my — 2 

ments ſo far, as to ſtand by and ſee you undone, 
without giving you both notice and advice. Could 
any man but you think of truſting John Gay with 
his money ? None of his friends would ever truſt 
him with his own, whenever they could avoid it. 
He has called in the 200 J. I had of your's ; 1 paid 
bim both principal and intereſt. I ſuppoſe by this 
time he has loſt it. I give you notice, you muſt 
look upon it as annihilated. 

Now, as I have conſidered, ycur deanty brings 

u in little or nothing, and that you keep ſervants 
and horſes, and frequently give little neat dinners, 
which are more expenſive than a few ſplendid en- 
tertainments; be ſides which, you may be ſaid to 
water your flock with French wine, which altoge- 
ther muſt conſume your ſuſtance in a little while; 
I have thought of putting you in a method, that 
may retrieve your affairs. In the firſt place, you 
muſt turn off all your fervants, and fell your 
horſes (I will find exerciſe for you). Your whole 
family muſt con ſiſt of only one ſound 8 — 

| wenc 
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wench. She will make your bed, and warm it; 
beſides waſhing your linen, and mending it, dat ning 
your ſtockings, &c. But to fave all expence in 
houſe keeping, you muſt contrive fome way or 
cther, that ſhe ſhould have milk; and I can aſſure 
you, it is the opi.ion of ſome of the beſt = | 
cians, that womens milk is the wholefomeſt food 
in the world. . 

Beſides, this regimen, take it altogether, will 
certainly temper and cool your blood. You will 
not be ſuch a boutefeu, as you have been, and be 
ready, upon every trifling occaſion, to ſet a whole 
kingdom in a flame. Had the Drapier been a milk- 
ſop, poor Mood had not ſuffered ſo much in his re- 
putation and fortune. It will allay that fervour of 
blood, and quiet that hurry of ſpirits, which breaks 
out every now and then into poetry, and ſeems to 
communicate itſelf to others of tl e chapter. You 
would not then encourage Delaney ard Stopford in 
their icilenefs, but let them be as grave as moſt of 
their order are with us. I am convinced they will 
ſaoner get preferment then, than in the way they 
now are. And [I ſhall not be out of hopes of ſee- 


ing you a biſhop in time, when you live in that 


regular way, which I propoſe. In ſhort, in a 
few years, you may lay up money enough to 
buy even the biſhopric of Durbam. For it you 
keep cows, inſtead of horſes, in that high-walled 
orchard, and cultivate by your own induſtry a 
few potatoes in your garden, the maid will live 
well, and be able to fell more butter and cheeſe, 
than will anſwer her wages. You may preach 
then upon your temperance with a better grace, 
than now, that you are known to conſume five 
or fix hogſheads of wine every year of your life. 
You will be mild and meek in your converſation, 
and not frighten parliament-men, and keep even 
lords-lieutenants in awe. You will then be qua- 
lied for that ſtavery, which the country you live 
oh 
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in, and the order you profeſs, ſeem to be de- 
ſigned for. It will take off that giddineſs in your 
head, which has diſturbed yourſelf and others. The 
diſputes between Sir Arthur and my lady, will 
for the future be confined to proſe, and an old 
thorn may be cut down in e, and warm the 
parlour chimney, without heating the heads of 
poor innocent people, and turning their brains. 

You ought to remember what St. Auftin ſays, 
Pois eſt vinum demonum. Confider the life you 
now lead: you warm all that come near you 
2 N and converſation ; and the reft 4 

world, with di in 
Auſtin's vinum -® A 5 lk "2 
So far for your foul's health. Now, as to the 
health of your body; I mufl inform you, that 

Nr is the ſame 

which our great friar Bacon 1 
pope, who lived in his days. Read his Cure of 
| old Age, and Preſervation of Youth, chap. the 
12th. You uſed to fay, that you found benefit 
from riding, The French, an ingenious people, 
uſe the word chewaucher, inſtead of monter a che- 
2 and they look upon it as the ſame thing in 

ect. | | =o 

Now, if you will go on after this, in your old 
ways, and ruin your health, your fortune, and 
your reputation, it is no fault of mine. I have 
pointed out the road, which will lead you to 
riches and preferment; and that you may have 
no excuſe from entering into this new courſe of 
life, upon pretence of doubting, whether you can 


Sir Arthur Acbeſon, at whoſe ſeat, in a village cal'e4 
 Market-Hi!l in Irelund, the dean ſometimes made a lang ſi-. 
Tre diſpute br tv een Sir Arthur and my lady, here al.udcd to, 
is whether Ham:ltin's ban ſhiuld be turned info a barrack, or 
a malt-nouſe ? The O. Thern, is that cut down at 41arhet- 
III, the ſubject of @ little poem wri ten by Fu. JI 5ce 
g. Hus edition of 17 55, vol, vii p. 12 14), | 
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yet 2 perſon properly qualified to feed you, and 
compoſe your new family, I will recommend you 
to John Gay, who is much better qualified to bring 
increaſe from a woman, than from a ſum of 
money. But if he ſhould be lazy, (he is fo fat, 
that there is ſome reaſon to doubt him) l will 
without fail ſupply you myſelf, that you may be 
under no diſappointments. Bracton ſays, Con- 
junckio maris ot faming ef} j ure nature. Vide 
Cook upon Littleton. Calvin's caſe 1 vol. Reports, 
This I ſend you from my cloſet at Richkings *, 

where I am at leifure to attend ſerious affairs; but 
when one is in town, there are ſo many things to 
laugh at, that it is very difficult to compoſe one's 


thoughts, even long enough to write a letter of 


advice to a friend If I ſee any man ſerious in 
that crowd, look upon him for a very dull or 
deſigning fellow. By the bye, I am of opinion, 
that folly and cunning are nearer allied than peo- 
ple are aware of. If a fool runs out his fortune, 
and is undone, we ſay, the poor man has been 
outwitted. Is it not as reaſonable to ſay of a 
cunning raſcal, who has lived miſerably, and died 
hated and deſpiſed, to leave a great fortune be- 
| bind him, that he has out witted himſelf ? In ſhort, 
to be ſerious about thoſe trifles, which the majo- 
rity of mankind think of conſequence, ſeems to 
me to denote folly ; and to trifle with thoſe things, 
which they generally treat ludicrouſly, may denote 
knavery. I have obſerved that, in comedy, the 
| beſt actor plays the part of the droll, whilſt ſome 
| ſcrub rogue is made the hero, or fine gentleman. 
80 in this farce of life, wiſe men paſs their time 
in mirth, whilſt fools only are ſerious. Adieu. 
Continue to be merry and wiſe z but never turn 


ſerious, or cunning. 
® * A ſeat of his lordſbip's, in Buckinghamſvire. 


LET. 
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LETTER CCXCl. 
Mr. GAY t Dr. SWIFT. 
DEAR SIR, Ameſbury, April 23th, 1731. 


OUR'®'s, without a date, I received two days 
after my return to this place fiom London, where 
I ftayed only four days. I faw Mr. Pope, who is 
wuch better : I dined with him at lord Oxford's, 
who never fails drinking your health, and is al- 
ways very inquiſitive after every thing that con- 
cerns you. Mr. Pulteney had received your letter, 
and ? ane very much pleaſed with it; and I 
thought you too very much in the favour of the lady. 
Sir William Wyndham, who you will hear hath 
| buried lady Catharine, was at Dawley in great 
_ affliftion. Dr. Arbuthnote | found in good health 

and ſpirits. His neighbour, Mr. Lei, was 
to Bath. Mrs. Paity Phunt I ſaw two or three 
times, who will be very much ſed, when ſhe 
knows you fo kindly remember her. I am afraid 
Mrs. Howard will not be ſo well ſatisfied with 
the compliments you ſend her. I breakfaſted twice 
with her at Mrs. Blount's ; and ſhe told me, that 
her indiſpoſition had prevented her anſwering your 
letter. This ſhe defired me to tell you, that ſhe 
would write to you ſoon; and ſhe deſires you 
will accept of her compliments in the mean time, 
by me. You ſhould confider circumſtances before 
you cenſure. It will be too long for a letter to 
make her apology ; but when I fee you, I ſhall 
convince you, that you miſtake her“. The day 
before I left London, I gave orders for buying two 


| B -— Go —— 


* See © further defence of this I dy, in the letter: of lady 
Seuth- 


- 
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South-Sea or India bonds for you, which carry 4 /. 
cent. and are as eaſily turned into ready money, 
as bank-bills ; which, by this time, I ſuppoſe is 
done. | | 
Whenever you come to England, it you will 
put that confidence in me, to give me notice, [ 
will meet you at your landing-place, and conduct 
you hither. You have experience of me as a tra- 
veller ; and, I promiſe, I will not drop you on the 
road for any viſit whatever. You tell me of 
thanks I have not given. I don't know what to 
ſay to people who are continually laying one under 
obligations : my behaviour to you, ſhall convince 
you that I am very ſenſible of them, though I 
never once mentien them. I look upon you as my 
beſt friend and counſellor. I long for the time 
when we ſhall meet and converſe together. I will 
draw you into no great company, beſide thoſe I 
live with. In ſhort, if you inſiſt upon it, I will 
give up all great company for your's. Theſe are 
conditions, that I can hardly think you will inſiſt 
upon, after your declarations to the ducheſa, who 
is more and more impatient to ſee you: and all 
my fear is, that you will give up me for her, 
which, after my ungallant declaration, would be 
very ungenerous. But we will ſettle this matter 
together, when you come to Ameſbury. After all, 
I find I have been ſaying nothing; for ſpeaking of 
her, I am talking as if I were in my own power. 
You uſed to blame me for over-ſolicitude about 
myſelf. I am now grown ſo rich, that I don't 
think myſelf worth thinking on; ſo that I will 
promiſe you never to mention myſelf, or my own 
affairs; but you owed it all to the inquiſitiveneſs 
of your fricncſhip ; and ten to one but you will 
every now and then draw me in to talk of myſelf 
again. I ſent you a groſs ſtate of my fortune al- 
ready. I have not room to draw it out in par- 
ticulars, When you come over, the ducheſs N 
| 1 8 * 
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ſtate it to you. I have left no room for her to 
write, fo that I will ſay nothing till my letter is 
= 1 but ſhe would not forgive me, if I did not 
| her compliments, 


LETTER CCXCII. 
5 Lady 5 8 to Dr. SWIFT. 
June the 51h, 1731, 


Transy ou have comforted yourſelf a 
tine with the — of hearing no — ; 3 — 
may return your thanks to a — fit of the 
ut in my foot, and as painful a rheumatiſm that 
llowed immediately after in my arm, which 
bound me to my good behaviour. So you may 
perceive I ſhould make a fad nurſe to Mr. Pope, 
| who finds the effects of age, and a crazy carcaſe 
already. However, if it is true what | am in- 
formed, that you are coming here ſoon, I expet 
you ſhould bring us 1 z and if he will bear 
me with patience, I ſhall hear him with pleafure. 
J don't know what number of chaplaias the 
duke of Dorſet intends to carry over ; but as yet, 
I have heard of but one that he has ſent, and he is 
as worthy, honeſt, ſenfible a man as any I know, 
Mr. Brandreth, who I believe was r | 
to your acquaintance. I believe you will find by 
my writing, that it is not quite eaſy to me, fol 
will neither teaze you, not trouble myſelf 1 
who am molt ſincerely your faithful humble ſer . 
vant, | eee 


LET-- 


* OU are my dear fr 
are hard to be found: that you are ſo, is certainly 
owing to ſome evil genius. For if you ſay true, 
this is the very propereſt place you can repair to. 


_ poſſibly be at the worſt ; and not one to 


will find things juſt as they could be wiſhed. 
. farther neceſſary to aſſure you, that the ducheſs is 
neither healthy nor young; ſhe lives in all the 
ſpirits ſhe can, and with as little grandeur as the 
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LETTER CCXCIIL 
Thc Dulce of on ——_— ww 1 CAY 
to Dr. SWIFT. 6 


The DUCHESS 
Fuly the 18th, 1731. 
iend, I am fure, for you 


There is not a head here upon any of our ſhoulders, 
that is not, at ſometimes, worſe than your's can 


with your's, when at beſt, _— your friends are 
your ſworn liars. So in one reſpect, at leaſt 


» you 


can poſſibly. She too, as well as you, can ſcold, 
and command ; but ſhe can be filent, and obey, 
if ſhe pleaſes ; and then for a good nurſe, it is 


out of diſpute that ſhe muſt prove an excellent 


one, who has been fo experienced in the infirmi- 
ties of others, and of her own. As for talking 
nonſenſe, provided you do it on purpoſe, ſhe has 
no objection: there is ſome ſenſe in nonſenſe, 
when it does not come by chance. In ſhort, lam 
very ſure, that ſhe has ſet her heart upon ſeeing 
you at this place. Here are women enough to 
attend you, if you ſhould happen not to approve 
of her. She has not one fine lady belonging 


to her, or her houſe. She is impatient to be 


governed, and is chearfully determined, that 


you 


ſhall 
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Hall quietly enjoy your own will and pleaſure a 


long as ever you pleaſe. 


Mr. G A V. 


You ſhall ride, you ſhall walk, and ſhe will be 


glad to follow your example: and this will be 


doing good at the ſame time to her and yourſelf, 
| T had not heard from you ſo long, that I was in 


fears about you. and in the utmoſt unpatience for 
a letter. I had flattered myſelf, your law-ſuit was 
at an end, and that your own money was in your 
own pocket ; and about a month ago, I was every 


day expecting a ſummons to Briſtol. Your money 
is either getting or loſing ſomething ; for I have 
placed it in the funds. For I am grown ſo much a 


man of buſineſs, that is to fay, fo covetous, that 


I cannot bear to let a ſum of money lie idle. Your 


friend Mrs. Howard, is now counteſs of Suffolk. 
I am fill ſo much a dupe, that I think you mittake 
ber. Come to Ameſbury, and you and | will ditpute 


this matter; and the ducheſs ſhall be judge. But I 


fancy you will object againſt her; for I will be fo 
fair to you. as to own, that I think ſhe is of my 
fide: but, in ſhort, you fall chuſe any impartial 
referee you pleaſe. 1 have heard from her ; Mr. 
_ Pope hath ſeen her; I beg you would ſuſpend your 
judgment till we talk over this affair together; for 
I fanſy, by your letter, you have neither heard 
f. om her, or ſeen her, ſo that you cannot at pre- 
ſent be as good a judge as we are. [I'll be a dupe 


for you at any time, therefore I beg it of you, that 


you would let me be a dupe in quiet. 

As you have had ſeveral attacks of the giddi- 
neſs you at preſent complain of, and that it hath 
formerly left you, I wil hope, that at this inſtant 
you are perfectiy weill; though my fears were fo 

very great, before I received your letter, that l 


may probably flatter riytelf, and think you better 


thao 
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than you are. As to my being a manager for the 
duke, you have been miſinformed. Upon the Cif- 
charge of an unjuſt ſteward, he took the admini- 
ſtration into his own hands. I own, I was called 


in to his aſſiſtance, when the ſtate of affairs was 


in the greateſt confuſion. Like an ancient Roman, 


I came, put my helping hand to ſet affairs right, 


and as ſoon as it was done, I am retired again as a 
private man. | 


The DUCHESS. 
What you imagined you heard her ſay, was a 


good deal in her ſtile: it was a thouſand to one 


ka.i not faid fo, but I muſt do her the juſtice to 


 fay, that ſhe did not, either in thought or word. 
l am ſure ſhe wants to be better acquainted with 
' - you, for which ſhe has found out ten thouſand. 

reaſons, that we'll te!l you, if you come. | 


0 4x 


By your letter, I cannot gueſs whether we are 
like to ſee you or ny. Why might not the Ameſbury 


.cowns make you better ? 


| The DUCHESS. 
DEAR SIR, 


Me. Cay tells me, I mutt write upon his line for 
fear of taking up too much room. It was his 


fault, that I omitted my duty in his laſt letter, for 
he nevet told me one word of writing to you, till 


he had ſent away his letter. However, as a mark 
of my great humility, I ſhall be ready and glad to 
aſk your pardon upon my knees, as ſoon as ever 
you come, though not in fault. I own this is a 
little mean-ſpirited, which I hope will not wake a 
bad impreſſion, conſidering you are the occaſion. 

J ſubmir 


Millan Pulleney Eſq; who on the iſt of Fuly 1731, 
was, by order of kiag Cerge II. ſtruck out of the lift of the 
privy-couacil, aad put out of all the cormmiſhons of the 
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LETTER CCXCIV. 
Lord BOLINGBROKE to Dr. SWIFT. 


Auguſt 2d, 1731 


|| A M indebted to you, my reverend Dean, for 
a letter of a very old date: the expeQation of ſee- 
ing you from week to week, which our friend Gay 
made me entertain, hindered me from writing to 
you a good while; and I have ſince deferred it by 
waiting an opportunity of ſending my letter by a ſafe 
hand. That opportunity preſents itſelf at laſt, and 
Mr. Eck/in will put this letter into your hands. 
You will hear from him, and from others, of the 
general ſtate of things in this country, into which! 
returned, and where I am conſined for my fins, If 
I entertained the notion, which by the way [| believe 
to be much older than Popery, or even than Chriſ- 
tianity, of making up an account with heaven, and 
demanding the balance in blits, or paying it by good 
works and ſufferings of my own, and by the merits 


and ſufferings of others, I thould imagine that | had 


expiated all the faults of my life, one way or other, 
fince my return into England. One of the circum- 
ſtances of my ſituation, which has afflicted me moſt, 
and which afflits me ſtill fo, is the abſolute inutilicy 
I am of to thoſe whom | ſhould be the beſt pleaſed 
to ſerve. Succels in ſerving my friends would make 
me amends for the want of it ia diſſerving my ene- 
mies. It is intolerable to want it in both, and yet 
both go together generally. EE 
I have had two or three projets on f20t for mak- 
ing ſuch an eſtabliſhment here as might tewpt you. 
to quit Ireland. One of them woulq have ſucceed - 
ed, and would have been agrceable iff every refpeR, 
it engagements to my lady's kinſman (who did not, 
ä I. i I !up- 
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1 ſuppoſe, deſerve to be your clerk) had not 
. Another of them cannot take 14 
without the conſent of thaſe, who would rather 
have you a dean in Ireland, than a pariſh prieſt in 
England; and who are glad to wa you where 


your ſincere friend, my late lord Oxford, ſent — 
A third was wholly in our power; but when Len- 


quired exactly into the value, I found it leſs than 


I had believed; the diſtance from theſe parts was 
great; and beſides all this, an unexpected and 
grouncleſs diſpute about the right of preſentation 
(but till ſuch a diſpute as the Jaw muſt determine) 
bad arifen. You will pleaſe to believe, that I 
mention theſe things for no other reaſon than to 
ſhew you, how much thoſe friends deſerve you 
ſhould make them a viſit at leaſt, who are ſo de- 
firous to ſettle you amongſt them. I hope their 
endeavours will not be always unſucceſsful ; 
I received ſome time a letter from Dr. 
Delaney; and very lately Mr. Fee ſent me ſome 
| theets, which ſeem to contain the ſubſtance of two 
iermons of that gentleman'ss The philoſophia 
#rima is above my reach, and eſpecially when it 
attempts to prove, that God has done, or does ſo 
and fo, by attempting to prove, that doing fo and 
fo is eſſential to his attributes, or neceſſary to his 
deſign ; and that the not doing ſo and fo would be 
inconſiſtent with the former, or repugnant to the 
jatter. I content myſelf to contemplate what I 
am ſure he has done, and to adore him for it in 
humble ſilence. I can demonſtrate, that every ca- 
vil, which has been brought againſt the great ſyſ- 
tem of the world, phyſical and moral, — the 
days of Democritus and Ef icurus to this day, is ab- 
furd; but I dare not pronounce why things are 
made as they are, ſtate the ends of infinite wiſ- 
dom, and ſhew the proportion of the means *. 


3 Dr. 
Vet this appears to have been the attempt of Mr. Pipe, 
8 > 
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Dr. Delaney, in his letter to me, mentioned ſome 


errors in the critical parts of learning, which he 


hoped he had corrected, by ſhewing the miſtakes, 


particularly of Sir John Marſbam, on whoſe au- 


thority thoſe errors were built. Whether I can be 
of uſe to him, even in this part, I know not ; for 
having fixed my opinion long ago concerning all 
ancient hiſtory and chronology, by a carcſul exami- 


nation into the fuſt principles of them, 1 have 
ever ſince laid that ſtud; totally aſide. I confeſs, 


in the letter I writ lately to the doctor, notwith- 
ſtanding my great reſpect for Sir John Marſham, 


that his authority is often precarious, becauſe he 


leans often on other authorities, which are ſo. 
But to you I will confeſs a little more: I think, 
nay, I know, that there is no poſſibility of making 


any ſyſtem of that kind, without doing the ſame 
thing; and that the defect is in the ſubject, not in 
the writer. I have read the writings of ſome who. 
differ from him; and of others who undertook 
particularly to re:ute him. It ſeems plain to me, 


that this was the caſe. All the materials of this 


fort of learning are disjointed and broken. Time 


has contributed to render them fo, and the un- 
faithfulneſs of thoſe, who have tranſmi:ted them 
down to us, particularly of that vile fellow Euſe- 
bius F, has done even more than time itſelf. By 


throwing theſe fragments into a different order, 


in hi: Ey en Max, in which he profeſics lo have ad; pied left 
Bel:ngbrke's principles, | 

„Thau wert my guide philoſopher, and friend ,"" 

and wh ch lord Bolinghyote, in 2 ſubſequent prt of this very 


tetter, lays, was underrsken at bis ioftigaticn ; approv.ny, at 
| the ſa:ne time, of the firſt theve buk:, which te had ſen 


and cot ed. | 
* © The learned b., ſhap of (r a, in the lorith century, 


in hie CIrenicen, pub liihed by 7% Scul ger, with antes, It 


Je, en, in 1Cob, folin, ard reprinted at Amſlerdum, v. ih 
creat additions to the notes, in 16 f.“ | 
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by arbitraty interpretations (and it is often impoſ- 
ſible to make any others) in ſhort, by a few plau- 
fible gueſſes for the connexion and application of 
them, a man may, with tolerable ingenuity, prove 
almoſt any thing by them. I tried formerly to 
prove, in a learned diſſertation, by the ſame ſet 
of authorities, that there had been four 4fyrian 
monarchies ; that there had been but three; that 
there had been but two; that there had been but 
one ; and that there never had been any. I puz- 


» zled myſelf, and a much nobler man than myſelf, 


the friend to whom I lent the manuſcript, and who 
has, I believe, kept it. In ſhort, I am afraid that 
I ſhall not be very uſeful to Dr. Delaney, in mak- 
ing remarks on the work he is about. His com- 
munication of this work may be uſeful, and I am 
ſure it will be agreeable to me. If you and he 
are ſtill in Ireland, pray give my beſt ſervices to - 
him; but ſay no mute than may be proper of all 
I have writ to you. 55 5 
I know very well the project you mean, and 
about what you ſay, that Pope and you have of- 
ten teazed me. I could convince you, as he is 
convinced, that a publication of any thing of that 
kind would have been wrong on many accounts, 
and would be ſo even now. Beſides, call it pride 
if you will, I ſhall never make, either to the pre- 
ſent age, or to poſterity, any apology for the part 
l acted in the late queen's reign *®. But I will ap- 
ply myſelf very ſeriouſly to the compoſition of juſt 
and true relations of the events of thoſe times, in 
which both I, and my friends and my enemies muſt 
take the merit, or the blame, which an authentic 


» This probably alludes to a tract called Letters on the Spirit 
of Patriotiſm, &c. of which lo d — permitted a few 
copies to be taken, for his part cular friends, and which after- 
wards found its way into the world by Mr. P:pe's means. Gent. 
Mag. Vcl.XIX. p. 195, 196. =P 


2 
and impartial deduQion of facts will ailign to us. 
| will endeavour to write ſo as no man could write, 
who had not been a party in thoſe tranſaQtions, 
and as few men would write, who had been con- 
_ cerned in them. I believe | ſhall go back, in con- 
ſider ing the political intereſts of the principal 
powers in Europe, as far as the Pyrennean treaty ; 
but I ſhall not begin a thread of hiflory till the 
death of Charles the fecond of Spain, and the ac- 
ceſſion of queen Arne to the throne of England. 
Nay, even from that time downwards, I ſhall ren- 
der my relations more full, or piu magra, the word 
is father Paul's, juſt as I have, or have not, a ſtock 
of authentic materials. Theſe ſhall regulate my 
work, and I will neither indulge my own vanity, 
nor other mens curioſity, in going one ſtep farther 
than they cariy me. You fee, my dear dri, 
that I open a large field to myſelf; with what 
ſucceſs I ſhall expatiate in it, I know as little, as 
I know whether I ſhalt live to go through ſo great 
a work; but I wiil begin immediately, and will 
make it one principal bufineſs of the reſt of my 
life. This advantage, at leaſt, I {all reap from 
it, a great advantage it will be, my attention will 
be diverted from the preſent ſcene. | ſhall grieve 
lefs at thoſe things which I cannot mend; I ſhall 
dignify my retreat ; and ſhall wind up the labours 
of my life in ſerving the cauſe of truth. 
| You fay, you could eafily ſhew, by comparing 
my letters for twenty years paſt, how the whole 
ſyſtem of my philoſophy changes by the ſeveral 

_ graduations of life. I doubt it. As far as lam 
able to recollet, my way of thinking has been 
uniform enough for more than twenty years. I'rue 
it is, to my ſhame, that my way of acting has not 
been always conformable to my way of thinking. 

My own paſſions, and the paſſions and intereſts 
of other men ftill more, have led me afide. 1 
launched into the deep before I had loaded bal laſt 

„ | L 3 enough. 


„ 

enough. IC the ſhip did not fink, the cargo was 
thrown over-boaid. The ſtorm itfelf threw me 
into port. My own opinion, my own defires, 
would have kept me there; the opinion, the de- 
fires, of others ſent me to ſea again. I did, and 
blamed myſelf for doing what others, and you, 
among the teſt, would have blamed me, if I had 
not done. | have paid more than I owed to party, 
and as much at leaſt as was due to friendſhip. If 
1 go off the ſtage of public life, without payi 
all I owe to my enemies, and to the enemies o 
my country, I do aſſure you the bankruptcy is 
not fraudulent. I conceal none of my effects. 
Does Pofe talk to you of the noble work, which, 
at my inſtigation, he has begun in ſuch a manner, 
that he muſt be convinced, by this time, I judged 
better of his talents than he did? The firſt epiſtle 
Which conſiders man, and the habitation of man, 
relatively to the whole ſyſtem of univerſal being. 


The ſecond, which conſiders him in his own habi- : 


tation, ia himſelf, and relatively to his particular 
ſyſtem. And the third, which ſhews how an uni- 

verſal cauſe works to one end, but works by va- 
rious laws; how man, and beaſt, and vegetable 
are linked in a mutual dependency, parts neceſſary 
to each other, and neceſſary to the whole; how 
human ſocieties were formed ; from what ſpring 
true religion and true policy are derived ; how 


God has made our greateſt intereſts and our plain- | 


eſt duty indiviſibly the fame. Theſe three epiſtles, 
I fay, are finiſhed. The fourth he is now intent 


apon. It is a noble ſubject; he pleads the cauſe 


of God, | uſe Seneca's expreſſion, againſt that fa- 
mous charge which Atheiſts in all ages have 
brought, the ſuppoſed unequal diſpenſations of 
Providence; a charge which I cannot heartily for- 
give your divines for admitting. You admit it 
„„ | indeed 
Fo prove that the diſpenſa:ians of Providence in the or 

| ent 
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indeed for an extreme good pur poſe, and you build 
on this admiſſion the neceſſity of a future ſtate of 
rewards and punithments. But what if you ſhould 
find, that this future ſtate will not account for 
God's juſtice * in the preſent ſtate, which you give 


up, in oppoſition to the Atheiſt ? Would it not 


have been better to defend God's juſtice in this 
world, agaiuſt theſe daring men, by irreſrazable 


_ reaſons, and to have reſted the other poiat on re- 


velation? I do not like concetſions made againſt 
demonſtration, repair or ſupply them how yuu 


will. The epiſtles | have mentioned will compoſe 


a firſt book; the plan of the ſecond is ſettled. 
You will not underſtand by what I have fail, that 


Pope will 7 lo deep into the argument, or cairy it 
fo far as | 


ſent tate are got une qwal, . ceit. inly very Jeu ab'e; but 


taere is reaſ en to fear, that thote who blarat dis ines for ad- 
mitt ag an 'n+quality, have nut ſucceeded in the 3 tent 
The philoſophers, both aocient aad ndern, who hae en - 
desvoured to juſtiſy the ways of God t» man, by oroving that 
happineſs does not confilt in externals, in order to ſkew tnat his 
d ſperſation* are equal, have yet placed happiu-ſ in vntue 
chiefly, as 2 principle of ative benevolence. | 
| 4 Happier as kinder in each due degree, 
And height of bliſe, but height of charity.” 


Naw there ſeems to te an inconſiſtency between theſe two 


principles, of which they ws not aware 

It may re aſonabiy be aiked, what virtue, 28 a principle of 
active benevolence, has to beſtaw ? Can it beſtow upon others 
any thing more than externa's * If nut, it either has not the 
power of communicating happiacſs, ur happineſs is to be com- 
municated in externals. If it has not the power of communi- 
cating happineſs, it is indeed a mere name; the ſubj -d re- 
ceives nothing z the agent gives nothing. The b'if; of charity 
is founded on a deluſion ; on the falſe ſuppoſirian of « benefit 
communicated by external, which externals cannot communi- 
cate If happineſs can be communicated by externals, and 


| conſequently is dependent upon them, and theſe externals aze 


unequally diſtributed, how is the diſpenſation of Providence, 
with reſpe& to happineſs in the preſent fate, equal? 


i. e. Will not reconcile the preſent unequal diſt᷑ ibutiun 


to the Divine juſtice. 2 
ET Tp — ano 


have hinted. You enquire fo kindly 
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after my wife, that I muſt tell you ſomething of 
her. She has fallen upon a remedy, invented by a 
furgeon abroad, and which has had great fuccefs 
in caſes fimilar to her's. This remedy has viſibly 
attacked the original cauſe of all her complaints, 
and has abated, in ſome degree, by one gentle and 
uniform eſſect, all the grievous and various ſy 
toms. I hope, and ſurely with reafon, that 
wil receive ſtill greater benefit from this method 
of cure, which ſhe will reſume as foon as the great 
heat is over. If the recovers, I ſhall not, for her 
fake, abſtract myſelf from the world, more than I 
do at preſent in this place. But if ſhe ſhould be 
taken from me, I ſhould moſt certainly yield to 
that ſtrong defire, which I have long had, of fe- 
ciuding myfelf totally from the company and affairs 
of mankiud ; of leaving the management, even of 
my private affairs, to others; and of ſecuring, by 
thoſe means, for the reſt of my life, an uninter- 
rupted tenor of philoſophical quie. 
1 ſuppoſe you have ſeen ſome of thoſe volumes 
of ſcurrility, which have been thrown into the 
world againſt Mr. P——— and myſelf, and the 
Craftſman, which gave occaſion to them. I think 
it is the ſenſe of all my friends, that the perſon 
who publiſhed the Fin»! Anſwer *, took a right 
turn, in a very nice and very provoking circum- 
ſt ance. To anſwer all the falfities, miſrepreſenta- 
tions, and blunders, which a club of ſuch ſcoun- 
drels, as Arnold, Concanen, and other penſioners 
of the miniſter, crouded together, would have been 
equally tedious and ridiculous, and muſt have 
forced ſeveral things to be faid. To have ex- 


* Thi pamphlet was wri ten by | r! B:Fa- rette, in hi own 
vindiczti n, in 17 1. It is inti uled, A Viral Anſwer to the 
Remarks on the Crafiſm an's Vi-dicat on of bis te Horcurabl: 
Patrons 3; and to all the Libels which have came, or may com, 

tem the ſame Quarter, againſt the Perſon la! renti.ned in 1 
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plained ſome points, and to have ſtopped at others, 


would have given ſtrength to that impertinent 
ſuggeſtion, Guilt alone is ſilent in the day of in- 
quiry. It was therefore right to open no part of 
the ſcene of the late queen's reign, nor ſubmit the 
paſſages of her adminittration, and the conduct of 
any of her miniſters, to the examination of ſo vile 
a tribunal. This was ſtill the more right, becauſe, 
upon ſuch points as relate to ſubſequent tranſaQi- 


ons, and as affect me fingly, what the —_— 


had faid, was juſtified unanſwerably ; and what 
the remarker had advanced, was proved to be in- 


famouſly falſe. The effect of this paper has an- 


ſwered the deſign of it; and, which is not com- 
mon, all ſides agree, that the things ſaid ought to 
have been ſaid. The public writers ſeem to be 
getting back, from theſe perſonal altercations, to 


national affairs, much againſt the grain of the 


miniſter's faction. What the efleQ of all this 
writing will be, I know not ; but this I know, 
that when all the information which can be given, 
is given; when all the tpirit which can be 1aifed, 
is raiſed, it is to no purpoſe to write any more. 
Even you men of this world Eave nothing eiſe to 
do, but to let the ſhip drive ti fe is call away, 
or till the ſtorm is over. For my ow! part, I an: 
neither an ner, an oficer, nor a forematit-min, 
I am but a paſſenger, ſaid my lord Carbury. 

It is weil for you I am got to the end of my 
paper; for you might elie have a letter as 1. 
again from me. If you anſwer ine by the pott. 
remember, wh!!:. you are writing, that you write 
Dy the poſt. Adieu, my tererendd friend. 1 
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LETTER CCXCV. 
Lady B— G—— to Dr. SWIFT. 
| Drayton, Sept. 7th, 1731. 


[ O ſhew how ſtriQly I obey your orders, I 
came from the ducheſs of Dorſet's country-houſe 
to my own, where I have rid and walked as often 
as the weather permitted me. Nor am I very nice 
in that; for, if you remember, | was not bred up 
very tenderly, nor a fine lady; for which Þ ac- 
knowledge myſelf exceedingly obliged to my pa- 
rents: for had I that ſort o I ſhould: 

not have been ſo eaſy and happy as, | thank God, 
I now am. As to the gout, indeed, Edo. derive it. 
from my anceſtors ; but I may forgive even that, 
ſince it waitzd upon me no ſooner ;. and eſpecially. 
ſince 1 ſee my elder and two younger brothers ſa. 
terribly plagued with it; fo that Tam now the only 
_ wine-drinker in my family ; and, upon my. wor 
I] am not increaſed in that ſince you firſt knew me. 

I am ſorry you are involved in lawſuits; it is 
the thing on earth I moſt fear. F wiſh you had met 
with as complaiſant an adverſary as I did; for my 
lord Peterborow plagued Sir John. all his life- | 
time, but declared, if ever he gave the eſtate to. 
me, he would have done with it; and accordingly 
has kept his word like an honourable man. I hope 
I ſhall ſoon hear of the duke and ducheſs of Dorſet's. 
ſafe landing; and I do not queſtion the people of 

treland's liking them as well as they deſerve. I | 
defire no better for them; for if you don't ſpoil 
him there, which I think he has too good ſenſe to | 
tet happen, he is the moſt worthy, honeſt, good- | 


7 Huſband to lady 5 6 —. | 
natured, 
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aatured, great-ſoul'd man that ever was born. As 
to the ducheſs, ſhe is fo reſerved, that perhaps ſhe 
may not be at firſt ſo much admired ; but, upon 
knowledge, I will defy any body upon earth, with 
ſenſe, judgment, and good-nature, not only not 
to admire her, but muſt love and efteem her as 
much as I do, and every one elſe does, that is 


really acquainted with her. You know him a little; 


fo, for his own fake, you muſt like him: and, till 
you are better acquainted with them both, I hope 
you will like them for mine. Your friend Biddy * 


is juſt the ſame as ſhe was; laughs ſedately, and 
makes a joke lily. And I am, as | ever was, and 


hope | ever ſhall be, your moſt ſincere friend, and 
faithful humble ſeryant, 


2EZ— — —— 


LETTER CCXCiT. 


The Counteſs of — tw Dc. SWIFT 1 


„ Flamptan-Cour:, Sept. 25th, 1731, 
Y O U think you have a natural right to abu! 


me, becauſe I am a woman, ani a courtier. | 
have taken it as a woman and as a courtier ought, 
with great reſentment, and a determined refo'u- 
tion of revenge. The number of letters that have 
been ſent, and thought by many to be your's, (: ni, 


* Mrs, Biddy FA. 


I Three letters, :ecommendring Mrs Barber, the wife of 4 
tr2deſiman in le{.nd, who hed falied, to the cueen, 10 order 
to forward a ſublcription for ſome poems, wire ſerged in the 
Dan name, ard lent tc her maje ity, The Drag wiete an 
acc unt of the fraud, and 3 juſtification of hiwrtett, ro the 
c un' ef of 5 —, in a letter, to which this is an ar.fv-er. Sce 
one of the counterfeit letters, and the Dean's to lady S ,, 


thank 


| in the volume: jaſt publiſhed by NM. D ane g l. 
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thank God they were all filly ones) has been a ſair 
held to execute it. Think of my joy to hear you 
ſuſpected of folly ; think of my pleaſure when 1 
entered the liſt for your juſtification ! Indeed I was 
2 little diſconcerted to find Mr. Pope took the fame 
fide ; for I would have had the man of wit, the 
dignified divine, the lriſb Drapier, have found no 

friend but the filly woman and the courtier. Could 
I have preſerved myſelf alone in the liſt, I ſhould 
not have deſpaired, that this monitor of princes, 
this Iriſb patriot, this excellent man at ſpeech and 
pen, ſhould have cloſed the ſcene under ſuſpicion 
of having a violent paſſion for Mrs. Parber and 
lady M——0or Mrs. Haywood bas writ the pro- 
greſs of it. Now, to my mortification, I find 
every body inclined to think you had no hand 
in writing thoſe letters; but I every day thank 
Providence that there is an epitaph in St. Patric#'s 
cathedral , that will be a laſting monument of 


pour imprudence. I cheriſh this extremely; for, 


| ſay what you can to juſtify it, I am convinced 1 
mall as eaſily argue the world into the belief of a 
courtier's ſincerity, as you (with all your wit and 
eloquence) will be able to convince mankind of 
the prudence of that action. I expect to hear if 
| ſhall enſue, or war continue between us. If 
know but little of the art of war, you ſee I do 
not want courage; and that has made many an i 
norant ſoldier fight ſucceſsfully. Beſides, I have a 
numerous body of light-armed troops to bring into 
the field, who, when ſingle, may be as inconſi- 
derable as a Lilliputian, yet ten thouſand of them 
embarraſſed captain Gulliver. If you ſend ho- 
nourable articles, they ſhall be ſigned. I infiſt 
that you own that you have been unjuſt to me; 


* Mrs. Haywod, 0 well known writer of ſcandal in novels. 
+ On the duke of Schenberg. See the letter to which tllis 
t au anſwer. N | 
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[ 229 

for I have never forgot you; for I have made 
others ſend my compliments, becauſe I was not 
able to write myſelf. If I cannot juſtify the 
advice I gave you, from the ſucceſs of it, I gave 
you my reaſons for it: and it was your buſineſs 
to have judged of my capacity, by the ſolidity of 
my arguments. If the principle was falſe, you 

ought not to have acted upon it. So you have 
been only the dupe of your own il] judgment, and 
not my falſhood. Am I to fend back the crown 
and the plaid, well packed up, in my own cha- 
racter, and continue very truly and very much your 
humble ſervant, — 


— — 


LETTER CCXCVIL 
Lady B 2— 


to Dr. SWIFT. 


| feript, not poſtſcript ; and in very ſincere earneft 
I heartily thank you for remembering me ſo often. 
Since I came out of the country, my riding days 
are over ; for I never was for your Hyde-Park cour- 
ſes, although my courage ſerves me yery well at 
a hand-gallop in the country for fix or ſeven miles, 
with one horſeman, and a ragged lad, a labourer's 
boy, that is to be cloathed when he can run faſt 
enough to keep up with my horſe, who has yet 

only proved his dexterity by eſcaping from ſchool. 


But my courage fails me for riding in town, where 


I ſhould have the happineſs to meet with plenty of 
your very pretty fellows, that manage their own 


horſes to ſhew their art; or that think a poſtilion's 


cap, with a white frock, the moſt becoming dreſs. 
„ = _ Theſe 


Nov. 4th, 1731. 
IsELIREVvE in my conſcience, that though 
you had anſwered mine before, the ſecond was 
never the leſs welcome. So much for your top- 


230 
Theſe and their grooms I am moſt bitterly afraid 
of ; becauſe, you muſt know, if my complaiſant 
friend, your preſbyterian houſekeeper *, can re- 


member any thing like ſuch days with me, that is 
32 reaſon for me to remember that time 
is paſt ; afid your toupees would rejoice to fee a 
horſe throw an ancient gentle woman. 
I am ſorry to hear you are no wiſer in Ireland 
than we Engliſh ; for our birth-day was as fine as 
bands make us; but I queſtion much whe- 
ther we all paid ready money. I mightily approve. 
of my ducheſs's being dreſſed in your manufacture +; 
if your ladies will follow her example in all things, 
they cannot do amiſs. And I dare fay you will 
ſoon find that the more you know of them both, 
the better you will like them; or elſe Ireland has 
ſtrangely depraved your taſte, and That my own 
vanity will not let me believe, fince you will flatter 
me. . 
Why do you tantalize me? Let me ſee you in 
Exgland again, if you dare; and chooſe your re- 
fidence, ſummer or winter, St James s Square, or 
Drayton, I defy you in all ſhapes ; be it dean of 
St. Patricia governing England or Ireland, or po- 
litician Drapier. But my choice ſhould be the par- 
fon in lady Betty's chamber. Make haſte then, if 
ou have a mind to oblige your ever ſincere and 
— ods friend. 


*. Piotably Mrs. ite Way, whom Swift Eemourouily, 
called Mrs. Alba Via. | | 85 | 
+ The ducheſs alſo appeared at the caſtle in Dublin, wholly. 
clad in the manufactures of Ireland, on his majeſt's birth-day. 
in 1752, when the duke was a ſecund tire lord licutenaut. 


L. E T. 
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LETTER CCXCVIIL 


Mr. G A Y, and the Duke of ———— —- 
am N. SWIFT. 


November the 8th, 1731, 


Wn this month- or fix weeks paſt, 1 
| have been rambling from home, or have been at 
what I may not improperly call other. homes, at 
Dawly, and at Twickenham ; and I really think, 
at every one of my homes you have as good a 
pretenfion as myſelf. For I find them all exceed- 
ingly diſappointed by the law-ſuit that hath kept 
you this ſummer from us. Mr. Pope told me, that 
affair was now over, that you have the eſlate 
which was your ſecurity ; I. wiſh you had your 
own money ; for I wiſh you free from every en- 

t that k . I think 
you decyphered letter we ſent you very 
judiciouſly. You may make your own conditions 
at Ameſbury, where I am at preſent ; you may do 

the ſame at Dawly ; and Twickenham, you know, 
is your, own. But if you rather chuſe to live 
with me (that is to ſay, if you. will. give up your 
right and title) I will 3 the houſe you and 
| I uſed to diſpute about over- againſt Ham walks, 
E to entertain you: Name your day, 
and won T have lived with you, aad 
I wiſh to do in in any place, u an 
terms. The — does not know of my wing; 
but I promiſed to acquaint the duke the next time 
F wrote-to you, and for aught I know he may tell 


the ducheſs, and ſhe may tell Sir William Wyndham, 
who is now here; and for fear they ſhould all have 


 Omething to ſay to you, I leave the reſt of the 
paper till I ſee the duke. 


The | 
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Mr. Gay tells me, you ſeem to doubt what au- 
thority my wife and he have to invite a perſon 
hither, who, by agreement, is to have the govern- 
ment of the place during his ſtay ; when at the 
fame time it does not appear, that the preſent 
maſter of theſe demeſnes hath been conſulted in 
it. The truth of the matter is this: I did not 
know whether you might not have ſuſpected me 
for a fort of a pert coxcomb, had I put in my 
word in the late correſpondence between you and 
my wife. Ladies (by the courteſy of the world) 
enjoy privileges not allowed to men; and in many 
cafes the ſame thing is called a favour from a 
lady, which might perhaps be looked upon as im- 
pertinence from a man. Upon this reflection, | 
have hitherto refrained from writing to you, having 
never had the pleaſure of con verſing with you. 
_ otherwiſe ; and as that is a thing I molt fincerely 
wiſh, | would not venture to meddle in a nego- 
 Eiation that feemed to be in ſo fair a way of pro- 


ducing that defirable end But our fiiend John has 


not done me juſtice, if he has never mentioned to 
you how much I wiſh. for the pleaſure of ſeeing 

you here; and tho' I have not till now avowedly 
taken any. ſteps towards bringing it about, what 
has paſſed conducive zo it has been all along with 
my privity and confent, and I do now formally 
_ ratify all the preliminary articles and conditions 
agreed to on the part of my wife, and will under- 
take to the due obſervance of them. I depend 

upon my friend Jahn to anſwer for my fincerity. 
} was not long at court. I have been a country 


gentleman for ſome time. 
Poll manus fub linus durgue dt: ( ve nig ig gnipite 

| ges. — ; 
885 LET- 


LETTER CCXCIX. 
Lady B G——to Dr. S WIP I. 
January the 1166, 1731. 


Ir is well for Mr. Pope your letter came as it 
did, or elſe I had called for my coach, and was 
going to make a thorough ſearch at his houſe ; for 
that I was moſt poſitively aſſured that you were 
there in private, the duke of Dorſet can tell you. 
Non credo is all the Latin | know, and the moſt 
ufeful word upon all occafions to me. However, 
like moſt other people, I can give it up for what I 
' wiſh; for once I believed, or at leaſt went half 
way in what | hoped was true, and then, for the 
only time, your letter was unwelcome. You tell 
me you have a requeſt, which is purely perſonal to 
me : non credo for that ; for 1 am ſure you would 
not be ſo diſagreeable as not to have made it, when 
you know tis a pleaſure and ſatitfaction to me to 
do any thing you deſire, by which you may find 
you ate not 2 conſequence tio me. = 

I met with your friend Mr. Pope the other day. 
He complains of not being well, and indeed looked 
ill. I fear that neither his wit or ſenſe do arm him 
enough again{t being hurt by malice ; and that he 
is too ſenſible of what fools ſay: the run is much 
againſt him on the duke of Chandoi,'s * account; 


dut l believe their rage is not kindneſs to the duke, 


but they are glad to give it vent with ſome tolerable 
pretence. I with your preſence would have ſuch 


ft was (1d that Mr. Pie intend+d the character of Tirton, 
in his ep iſtle on the uſe of riches in works of taſte; addrefſed to 
the car] of Burling ten, for the duke of Chancus, | 


a mi- 


mme went from hence, and the beaux 
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a miraculous effect as deſign on Biddy's F 
ſpeech : you know 88 was not 
apt to run much by inclination ; but now ev | 
winter is kept ſtill per force, for ſhe conſtantly gets 
a violent cold that laſts her all winter. But as to 
that quarrelſome friend of the duke of Dorſet's, 
| I will let her looſe at you, and ſee which can get 
the better. Miſs Kelly was a very pretty put when 
their 
= taſte by liking her. I hear her father is now 
to her ; but if ſhe is not mightily altered, ſhe 
would 2 of her airs and equipage to 
1 in 5 3 
nce Nog are as to enquire m 
health, I ought to 28 you I never was —— 
in my life than this winter. I have eſcaped both 
head-achs and gout : and that your's may not be 
endangered by reading ſuch 2 _ 1 will 
2 | 


R— 


LETTER CCC. 
Mr. GAY © Dr. SWIFT. 
DEAR SIR, London, Fan. the 18th, 1731. 


Ir: is now near nine o'clock. I deferred 

down to write to you, in ex we Why oy 
Mr. Pope, who left me two or three hours ago to 
try to find lord Burlington, within whoſe walls 1 
have not been admitted this year and half; but 
for what reaſon I know not. Mr. Pope is juſt this 
minute come in, but had not the good luck to find 
hin; ſo that I cannot give you wy ſatisfaction in 


Mrs. 2 | 
t dy Flyd. FW 


4.835 3 

the affair you writ laſt about. He deiigns to ſec 
him to-morrow ; and if any thing can be done, he 
ſays you ſhall hear from him. . 
By the beginning of my letter you ſee how I 
decline in favour ; but I look upon it as my patti- 
cular diſſ ĩnction, that as ſoon as the court gains a 
man, I looſe him. It is a mortification I have been 
uſed to, fo I bear it as a philoſopher ſhould. The 
letter which you writ to me and the duke I receiv- 
ed, and Mr. Pope ſhewed me that directed to him, 
which gave me more pleaſure than all the letters 
you have writ fiace | ſaw you, as it gives me hopes 
of ſeeing you ſoon. a 

Were I to acquaiat the duke and ducheſs of my 
writing, I know that they would have ſomething 
to ſay to you, and perhaps would prevent my 
ſending the letter this poſt, ſo I ckuſe to fay no- 
thing about it. You are in great favour and eſ- 
teem with all thoſe that love me, which is one 
great reaſon that I love and eſteem them. 
Whenever you will order me to turn your for- 
tune into ready money, Iwill obey you; but I 
chuſe to leave it where it is, till you want it, as it 
carries ſome intereſt ; though it might be now ſold to 
ſome advantage, and is liable to riſes and falls with 
other ſtocks. It may be higher as well as lower; 
ſo I will not diſpoſe of it till I hear from you. | 
am impatient to fee you, fo are all your friends. 
You have 12 reſolution, and l * hence 
forth every week expect an agtreeable ſurprize. 
The dels rings for the kate, I can = no 

more. | ; 


LET 
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LETTER CCCL 
Lady B=—— G—— to Dr. SWIFT. 
Felwubary- 23d, 1731. 


Frixe to know my power (if it is ſo) 
that I can make you uneaſy at my not writing; 
tho? I ſhan't often care to exert it, leſt you ſhould 
grow weary of me and my correſpondence ; but 
the ſlowneſs of my anſwers does not come from 
the emptineſs of my heart, but the emptineſs of 
my head; and that you know is nature's fault, not 
mine. I was not learned enough to know non cre- 


ae has been ſo long in faſhion ; but every day con- 


vinces me more of the neceſſity of it, not but that 
T often wiſh againſt myſelf ; as per example, I 
would fain believe you are coming to England; be- 
cauſe moſt of your acquaintance tell me ſo ; and 
yet turn, and wind, and fift your letters to find any 
thing like it being true; but inſtead of that, there 
I find a law-ſuit, which is a worſe tie by the leg 
than your lameneſs. And pray what is this hurt 
above my heel? Have you had a fellow-feelin 
with my lord lieutenant * of the gout, and call it 
a ſprain, as he does? who has lain + ſo long and 
often to diſguiſe it, that | verily think he has not a 
a new ſlory left. Does he do the fame in /reland; 
for there I hoped he would have given a better 
example? 
I find you are grown a horrid flatterer, or elſe 
you could never have thought of any thing fo 


* The duke of Der/er. e 55 
+ This ſeems to be t umourou ly made the par: ciple of lie, 


much 
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much to my taſte as this piece of mat ble you ſpeak 
of fot my ſiſter — 3, which I 2 
at my expence. I cannot be exact, neither as to 
time nor year, but ſhe died fron after we came 

there, and we did not ſtay quite two years, and 
were in England ſome months before king William 
died. I with I had my dame HWadear's, or 
Mr. Ferrers's memorandum head, that I might 
know whether it was at the time * of gooſeber- 
ries. 
| Surely your lriſb air is very bad for darts ; ff 
Mrs. Kelly's are blunted already, make her croſs 
father let her come over, and we won't uſe her ſo 
in England. If my ducheſs f ſees company in a 
morning, you need not grumble at the hour ; 
muſt be purely from great complaiſance, for * 
never was her taſte here, though ſhe is as early a 

riſer as the generality of ladies are: and, I believe, 
there are not many dreſſing-rooms in London, but 
mine, where the N * idle come 


Adieu abruptly ; ; for I will have n. no more for- 


1 Lady Penelope Berkeley di: d in Dublin, wl iſt her father 
was in the government, and was interred in St, Andrew's 
church under the altar. No monument was erected to her me- 
mory till about this time, when Dr. Sift cauſed a plate te of 
black marble to be fixed in the wall over the altar picce, with 
this igſcription. 

« U:d?:ne:th lieth the bedy of the lady 
% Penelope Berkeley. daughter of the right 
& honourable Charles earl of Berieley. She 
died September the 34, 1699. 

* In the petition of Frances Harris to the Jords juſtices, * 
cn loſing her purſe, there are theſe verſes. 

Tes, ſays ſhe, the fteward I remember, when I was 
” at my lady Sbrewſbury's. | 
Sach a thing as this haf pened about the 
«© time of gooſberries. ON | 
This ſteward was Mr. Ferrers ; and dame Wadger, was the 
old deaf houſckeeper in lord Berkel * — when he was one 
of the lords juſtices of Fe/and. 
+ The ducheſs of Dorſer. 
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humble ſervants, with your whole name at 
bottom, as if I was aſking your catechiſm. 


irren 

8 AT to Dr. SWIFT. 
DEAR SIR, Received April the 12th, 1732.] 
8 


though you ſay nothing about ;: All your friends 
expect it, and particularly my landlord and land- 


y. who are my friends as much as ever; and I 


ſhould not think them fo, if they were not as much 
yours, The downs of Ameſbury are ſo ſinooth, 
that neither horſe or man can hardy make a 
wrong ftep, fo that 2 may take your exerciſe 
with us with greater ſecurity If you prevail with 


the ducheſs, to ride and walk with you, you will 


do her good ; but that is a motive I could never 
prevail with her to comply with. I wiſh you 
would try whether your oratory could get over 
this difficulty. General Dormer, Sir ( lement Cotte- 
rell, and I, ſet out to-morrow morning for Koufb- 
am, in Oxfordſhire, to ſtay ten days or a fortnight. 
The ducheſs will undertake to recommend the 
jord of her acquaintance to attend Mr. Rywes his 


cauſe, if it ſhould come on bcfore our return : the 


duke will do the ſame. Her grace too hath under- 
taken to anſwer your letter. I have not diſpoſed 


of your South-Sen bonds; there is a year's intereſt | 


due at Lady-day. Were | to diſpoſe of them at 
preſent, I ſhould loſe a great deal of the premium 


I paid for them: perhaps they may fall lower, but 
J cannot prevail with myſelf to tell them. The 


companies, | believe, makes them all have leſs 4 


Togueries that have been diſcovered in ſome other 


| 
| 
| 
| 
{ 


* 0 — bm . , yy -— = 


8 7 4 , „ > pK Wwe *” 


— 
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dit. I find myſelf difpirited, for want of havi 
ſome purſuit. Indolence and idlenefs are the mo 
tireſome things in the world. I begin to find a 
diſlike to ſociety. I think I ought to try to break 
myſelf of it, but I cannot reſolve to ſet about it. 1 
have left off almoſt all my acquaintance, 
which ſaves me ſomething in chair-hire, though in 
that article the town is ſtill very expenſive. Thoſe 
who were 37 - le are almoſt J 
onl e I viſit ; and indeed, upon trying all, I 
Ae bet bel. Lord Cornbury refuſed the * 
that was offered him; he is choſen to repreſent 
the univerſity of Oxford, (in the room of Mr. 
Bromley) without oppoſition. I know him, and I 


think he deſerves it. He is a Joung nobleman of 
learning and morals, which is ſo 


ticular, that I 
know you will re and value him ; and, to my 
great comfort, he lives in our family. Mr. Pope is 
in town, and in good health. I lately paſſed a 
week with him, at Twickenham. I muſt leave the 
reſt to the ducheſs; for I muſt pack up my ſhirts, 
to ſet out to-morrow, the 14th of March, the day 
after I received your letter. If you would advite 
the ducheſs to confine me four hours a day to my 


on room, while | am in the country, I will write; 


for, I cannot confine myſelf as I ought. 


LETTER CCC. 


London, 1 3th May, 1732. 


I AM forty my writing ſhould inconvenience 
your eyes ; but I fear, it is rather my ſtile, than 
my ink, that is ſo hard to be read: however, if | 
do not forget myſelf, I will enlarge my hand to 
tive you s le trouble. Their graces are at laſt 
arrived 
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arrived in perfect health, in ſpight of all their pe- 
rils and dangers, though I muſt own, they were ſo 
long in their voyage, that they gave me an ex- 

ceeding heart- ach; and, if that would be any hin- 
derance, they ſhall never have my conſent to go 
back to Ireland, but remain here, and be only king 
of Knowle and Drayton ; and 1 do not think it 
would be the worſe for him, either in perſon or 


pocket. I dare ſay, he won't need a remembran- 


cer's office for any thing you have ſpoke to him a- 
bout ; but however, I will not fail in the part you 
have ſet me. | 
I find you want a ſtrict account of me, how I 
ſs my time. But firſt, I thank you for the nine 
3 urs out of the 8 <7 oo me for 
eeping ; one or two of them, I do willingly 5 
ſent — back again. As to quadrille, x AY 
am, generally ſpeaking, a conſtant attendant on it 
every day, yet I will moſt thankfully ſubmit to 
your allowance of time; for when complaiſance 
draws me on farther, it is with great yawnings, 
and a vaſt expence of my breath, in aſking, Who 
plays? Who's called? And, what's trumps ? If 
you can recolle& any thing of my former way of 
life, ſuch as it was, fo it is. I never loved to have 
my hands idle ; they were either full of work, or 
had a book; but as neither ſort was the beſt, or 
moſt uſeful, ſo you will find forty years have done 
no more good to my head, than they have to my 
face. Your old friend Bidiy F is much your hum- 
ble ſervant, and could ſhe get rid of her cough, her 
ſpleen wonld do her and her friend no harm ; for 
the loves a fly ſedate joke, as well as ever you 


Foul, a fine old ſeat of the duke of Dor ſet's, near Seven 
Oat, in Kent. Drayton, ſee letter CCXCV, © h 
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knew her do. The duke and ducheſs are juft 
come in, who both preſent their ſervice to you, 
and will take it as a favour, if you will beſtow 
any of your time that you can ſpare upon lord 


George. 


Adieu, for the ducheſs, the counteſs of $——-, 


Mr. Charden, and I, are going to quadtille. 
LETTER Cccen. 
Mr. GAY to Dr. SWIFT. 
| DEAR SIR, Londen, May the 190h, 1532. 
"PF o-worrow we fet out for Anebury. 


- where I ſuppoſe to follow your advice, of employ- 


ing myſelf about ſome work againſt next winter. 
You ſeemed not to approve of my writing more 
fables. Thoſe I am now writing, have a prefato- 
ry diſcourſe before each of them, by way of epiſtle, 
and tie morals of them, moſt are of the political 
kind ; which makes them run into a greater length 


| than thoſe I have already publiſhed. I have alrea- 


dy finiſhed fifteen or ſixteen; four or five more 
would make a volume of the ſame ſize as the firſt. 
Though this is a kind of writing that appears very 
eaſy, I find it is the moſt difficult of any that I e- 
ver undertook. After I have invented one fable, 
and finiſhed it, I deſpair of finding out another ; 
but I have a moral or two, which I wiſh to write 
upon. I have alſo a fort of ſcheme to raiſe my fi- 
nances by doing ſomething for the ſtage: with this, 
and ſome reading, and a great deal of exerciſe, I 
propoſe to paſs = ſummer. I am ſorry it muſt be 
without you. Wh 

about the downs a horſeback, in the autumn, to 
mark the partridges for me to ſhoot for your dinner? 


t Lord Cearge Sackville was at this time 2 ſirdent in the 


univerſity of Dublin, 
Vo I. II. M Veſter⸗ 


y can't you come and faunter 


—  — — 
— — 


2 — — 
——— — — 
— — — 


— 

— — 

— ——_ , — — 
— —— — 
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Yeſterday I received your letter, and notwithſtand- 
ing your reproaches of lazineſs, I was four or five 
hours about buſineſs, and did not ſpend a ſhilling 
in a coach or chair. I received a year's intereſt on 
your two bonds, which is 8 J. I have four of my 
own. I have depoſited all of them in the hands 
of Mr. Hoare, to receive the half year's intereſt, 
at Michaelmas. The premium of the bonds is fallen 
a great deal fince. I bought your's. I gave very 
near 6/7. on each bond, and they are now ſold for 
about 50s. Every thing is very precarious, and I 
have no opinion of any of their public ſecurities; 
but, I believe, the parliament next year intend to 
examine the South-Sea ſcheme. I do not know, 
whether it will be prudent to truſt our money 
there till that time. I did what I could to aſſiſt Mr. 
Ryves; and I am very glad that he hath found juſ- 
' tice. Lord Bathurſt ſpoke for him, and was very 
zealous on bringing on his cauſe. The ducheſs in- 
tended to write in my laſt letter, but ſhe ſet out all 
on a ſudden, to take care of lord Drumlanrig *, 


who was taken ill of the ſmall-pox at Winchefler 


ſchool. He is now perfectly well recovered, (for he 
had a favourable kind) to the great joy of our family. 
I think ſhe ought, as ſhe intends, to renew her cor- 
reſpondence with you at Ameſbury. I was at Daw- 
Ey on Sunday. Lady Bolingbroke continues in a 
very bad late of health, but ſtill retains her ſpirits. 
You are always remembered there with great reſ- 
pect and friendſhip. Mrs. Pope is ſo worn out with 
old age, but without any diſtemper, that I look 
upon her life as very uncertain. Mr. Pope's ſtate 


of health is much in the ſame way as when you left 


him. As for myſelf, I am often troubled with the 
cholic. I have as much inattention, and have, I 
think, lower ſpirits than uſual, which I impute to 
my having no one purſuit in life. I have many | 


* Her ſon. 5 
com- 
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compliments to make you from the duke and du- 
chefs, and lords Bolingbroke, Bathurſt, Sir William 
Wyndham, Mr. Pulteney, Dr. Arbuthnott, Mr. Lewis, 


&c. Every one of them is 2 in your 
ee 


not coming among us I have not ſeen dean Berke- 


ley, but have read his book f, and like many parts 


of it ; but in general think, with you, that it is too 
ſpeculative, at leaſt for me. Dr. Delaney I have 
very ſeldom ſeen ; he did not do me the honour to 
_ adviſe with me about any thing he hath publiſh- 
ed }. I like your thoughts upon this ſort of writ- 
ing, and I ſhould have adviſed him, as you did, 


though I have loſt his good opinion. I write in 


very great haſte ; for I have many things to do be- 


fore I go out of town. Pray make me as happy 
ut 


as you can, and let me hear from you often. 


J am ſtil] ia hopes to ſee you, and will expect a 
jel, in 


ſummons one day or other to come to Br 
order to be your guide to Ameſbury. 


LETTER CCCV. 


Lady CATHERINE JONES 
to Dr. SWIFT, 


June 15th, 1732. 


| | HE return of my humble thanks to Mr. 


Dean by the date it bears, looks more like a ſlum- 


ber of gratitude, than the quick ſenſe of that rare 


+ © Alciphron : Or, The Minute Phil:ſopher. Printed at 
Lor den, in 17:32, in two volumes 2 vo.“ | 
Þ © He publiſhed at Lenden, in this year 1722, in 2 vol. 8vo, 
| Revelation examined with Cand ur Or, a fair Inquiry into 
the Senſe ard Uſe of the ſeweral Revelations expreſly declared 
cr ſufficr-ntly mt lied, to be delrvered te [1inkind from the SM 
tion, as they were found in the Bible. Ly a profeſſed Friend to 
en lone Freedom of 2 in religious Inquiries,” 
2 : 


virtue 


8 2 to you, Sir, for the trouble 
7 have ſo willingly undertaken, in executing what 
— de T 0 ta 1 


Kildare, and niece — Conin 5 with ; for be- 
I part of the family, 1 cannot act farther 
os they will conſent, which is, that they will ſet- 
tle twenty ſhillings per year, that you may never 
be liable to any more trouble upon the ſame occa- 
ſion. 


I need not inform you, Mr. Dean, that the 
world teaches us, that relations and friends look 
like two different ſpecies : and, though I have the 
honour to be allied to my lord Burlington, yet 
fince the death of my L the no- 
tice es me, is, as if I was a f 
z or elſe, I 2 to fay, we are | 
from one anceſtor, whoſe aſhes keep up a 
— who are not reduced 19 


- I cannot conclude without ſaying, that were 1 
worthy in any way to have the pleaſure of ſeeing 
dean Swift, I do not know any paſſion, even en- 
vy would not make innocent, in my ambition of 
ſeeing the author of ſo much wit and j 

— as I have had the advantage of. Your 
moſt humble and obliged ſervant, 
CATHERINE JONES. 


Your apioion of Mr. Freach is juſt, and his due. 


LT. 
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LETTER CCCVL 


Lord BOLINGBROKE t 
Dr. SWIFT. 


Juby the 18th, 1732. 


I WRITE this letter, in hopes that Pope, a 
man ſcattered in the world (according to the French 
phraſe) will ſoon procure me an opportunity of con- 
veying it ſafely to you, my reverend dean. For my 
ewn part, half this wicked nation might go to you, 
or half your nation might come to us, and 
the whole migration be over before I knew any 
thing of the matter. My letter will concern neither 
affairs of ſtate, nor of party; and yet I would not 
have it fall into the hands of our miniſters: it might 
_ paſs in their excellent noddles for a piece of a plot 
againſt themſelves, if not againſt the ſtate, or, at 
leaſt, it might furniſh them with an opportunity of 
doing an il}-natured and diſappointing a good natured 
thing; which · being a pleaſure to the malicious and 
the baſe, I ſhould be ſorry to give it on any occaſion, 
and eſpecially on this, to the par nobile fratrum *. 
After this preamble, I proceed to tell you, that 
there is in my neighbourhood, in Berkſhire, a cler- 
gyman, one Talbot, related to the ſolicitor-general, 
and protected by him. This man has now the living 
of Burfield F, which the late biſhop of Durham held 
| before, and, for aught I know, after he was biſhop 
of Oxford. The living is worth 400 |. per ann. over 
and above a curate paid, as Mr. Correy, a gentleman 
who does ny buſineſs in that country, and who is a 
very grave authority, aſſures me. The parſonage- 
houſe is extremely good, the place pleaſant, and the 


„ © Sir Robert Walpole, and his brother Horace.” 
T © A tectosy in Berkſhire.” | 
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ait excellent, the diſtance from London a little day 3 
journey, and from hence (give me leave to think 
this circumſtance of ſome importance to you) not 
much above half a day's, even for you who are not 
a great jockey. Mr. Ta/bot has many reafons, which 
make him defirous to ſettle in [reland for the reſt of 
his life, and has been looking out for a change of 
preferments ſome time. As ſoon as I heard this, I 
employed one to know whether he continued in the 
fame mind, and to tell him, that .an advantageous 
228 might be offered him, if he could engage 
his kinſman to make it practicable at court. He an- 
fwered for his own acceptance, and his kin man's en- 
deavours. I employed next ſome friends to ſecure 
my laid Dorſet, who very frankly declared himſelf 
ready to ſerve you in any thing, and ia this, if you 
defired it. But he mentioned a thing, at the ſame 
time, wholly unknown to me, which is, that your 
d is not in the nomination of the crown, but in 
the election of the chapter. This may render our af- 


fair perhaps more eaſy, more hard, I think, it cannot 
de; but, in all caſes, it requires other meaſures jo be 


One of theſe I believe mult be, to — 
Haaaly, biſhop of Saliſbury, if that be poſſible, 
prepare his brother the archbiſhop of Dublin. 
The light, ia which the propoſition muſt be repte- 
ſented to him, and to our miniſters, (if it be made to 
them) is this, that though they gratify you, they gra- 
tiſy you in a thing advantageous to themſelves, and 
filly in you to alk. I ſuppoſe it will not be hard to 
| Perſuade them, that it is better for them you ſhould 
be a private pariſh prieſt in aa Eng/i/s county, than a 
dean in the metropolis of Ireland, where they know, 
| becauſe they have felt, your authority and influence. 
At leaft, this topic is a plauſible one for thoſe who 
| ſpeak to them, to inſiſt upon, and coming out of a 
whig's mouth may have weight. Sure I am, they 
will be eafily perſuaded, that quitting power for — 
| and 


Dr. 
to 
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and a greater for a leſs revenue, is a fooliſh bar- 
gain. they ſhould by conſequence help you to 


make. 


You ſee now the ſtate of this whole affair, and 


| you will judge better than 1 am able to do, of 
the means to be employed on your fide of the wa- 
zer: as to thoſe on this, nothing ſhall be neglected. 
Find ſome ſecure way of conveying your thoughts 


and your commands to me; for my friend has a 


right to command me arbitrarily, which no man 
elſe upon earth has. Or rather, diſpoſe of affairs 
ſo as to come hither immediately. You intended to 
come ſome time ago. You ſpeak, in a letter Pope 

has juft now received from you, as if you till had 
in view to make this journey before winter. Make 
it in the ſummer, and the ſooner the better. To 


talk of — able to ride with ftirrups, is trifling : 


get on pegaſus, beſtride the hippogryph, or mount 
the white nag in the Revelations. To be ſerious ; 


come any how, and put neither delay nor humour 


in a matter which requires diſpatch and manage- 
ment. Though I have room, I will not ſay one 
word to you about Berkeley's or Delaney's books . 


ſome part of the former is hard to be underſto2d ; 
none of the latter is to be read. I propoſe, how- 


ever, to reconcile you to metaphyſica, by ſhe w ing 


how they may be employed againſt metaphyſicians; 


and that wheneyer you do not underſtand them, 
nobody elſe does, no not thoſe who write them. 
I know you are inquiſitive about the health of the 
r woman who inhabits this place: it is tolera- 
ble, better than it has been in ſome years. Come 
and ſee her ; you ſhall be nurſed, fondled, and hu- 
moured. She deſires you to accept this aſſusance, 


with her humble fervice, Your horſes ſhall be 
grazed in ſummer, and fothered in winter ; and 


* © Lciphrent : Or the Minute PI liſigle:. 
+ © R:iwtlatien examined with Can . 
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you and your man ſhall have meat, drink, and 
lodging. Waſhing | can't afford, Mr. dean, for 1 
am grown ſaving. Thanks to your ſermon about 


LETTER CCCVII 
Lady G—— to Dr. SWIFT. 
Drayton, Fuly the 19th, 1732. 


Ter ieve you won't wonder at my long 

filence, when I tell you, that Mrs. Floyd * came 
ill here, but that ſhe kept pretty much to herſelf; 
and ever fince ſhe has been here, till within theſe 
two or three days, I have had no hopes of her life. 
You may eaſily gueſs what I muſt have ſuffered for 
2 ſo long tried, prudent, uſeful, agreeable com- 
panion and friend. And God knows, ſhe is now 
exceſſively weak, and mends but ſlowly : however, 
I have now great hopes, and am very good at be- 
Jieving what I heartily wiſh. As I dare fay, you 

will be concerned for her, you may want to know 
her illneſs, but that is more than I can tell you. 
She has fanſied herſelf in a conſumption a great 
while : but though ſhe has had the moſt dreadful 
cough I ever heard in my life, all the doQors ſaid, 
it was not that; but none of them did ſay what it 
was. The doctor here, who is an extraordinary 
good one, (hut lives fourteen long miles off) has 
ately been left ten thouſand pounds, and now 
hates his buſineſs; he ſays, it is a ſharp humour 
tliat falls upon her nerves, fometunes on her ſto- 
mach ard boweis ; and indeed what he has given 
her, has, to appcalance, had much better effect 
than the millions of things ſhe has been forced to 
take. After this, you will not expect, I ſhould 
tave ſollowed your orders, and ride, for I have 
8 ſcarce'y 
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ſcarcely walked ; although I dare not be very much 
in her room, becauſe the conſtrained herſelf to hide 
her illneſs from me. 353550 

The duke and ducheſs of Dorſet have not been 
here yet, but Iam in hopes they will ſoon. I don't 
know, whether you remember Mrs. Crowther and 
Mrs. Acourt - they and Mr. Parſode are my com- 
pany ; but as I love my houſe full, I expect more 

ill. My lady — talks of making me a ſhort 
viſit. 1 have been ſo full of Mrs Floyd, that I 
had like to have forgot to tell you, that I am ſuch. 
a dunderhead, that I reaily do not know what my 
ſiſter Pen's age was, but I think, ſhe could not be 
above twelve years old. She was the next to me, 
but whether two or three years younger I have for- 
got; and what is more ridiculous, I do not exact- 
ly know my own, for my mother and nurſe uſed 
to differ upon that notable point. And I am will- 
ing to be a young lady ſtill, fo will not allow my- 
ſelf to be more than forty-eight next bicth-day ; 
but if I make my letter any longer, perhaps you 
will with I never had been born. So adieu, dear 


LETTER CCCVII. 


Mr. G A Y and the Ducheſs of —— to 
ih. SWIFY. © 


_ DEAR SIR, Ameſtury, July 24/h, 1732. 


A S the circumſtances of our money affairs 
are altered, I think myſelf obliged to acquaint you 
with them as ſoon as I can; which, if | had not 
received your letter laſt poſt, I ſhould have done 
now. I left your two Seuth-Sea bonds, and four 


of my own, in Mr. Hoare's hands, when | came 


out of town, that he might receive the intereft for 
us, 
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us, when due; or, if you ſhould want your mo- 
_ ney, that you might receive it upon your order. 
ince I came out of town, the South-Sea company 
have come to a reſolution to pay off 50 per cent. 
of their bonds, with the intereſt of the 50 per 
cent. to Michaelmas next. So that there is now 
half of our fortunes in Mr Hoares hands at pre- 
ſent, without any intereſt going on. As yon how 
to be inclined to have your money remitted to /re- 
land, I will not lay out the fum that is paid into 
his hands in any other thing, till I have your or- 
ders. I cannot tell what to do with my own. 1 
believe | ſhall fee Mr. Hoare in this country very 
 foon ; for he hath an houſe not above fix miles 
| from us, and I intend to adviſe with him; though, 
in the preſent ſituation of affairs, I expect to be 
left to take my own way. The remaining 50 per 
cent. were it to be ſold at preſent, bears a premium. 
Ido not know whether I write intelligibly upon the 
| ſubje& I cannot fend you the particulars of 


your account, though I know | am in debt to you 
for intereſt, beſides your principal; and you will 


underſtand ſo much of what | intend to inform you, 
that half of your money is now in Mr. Haares 
hands, without any intereſt. So fince I cannot 


ſend you the particulars of your account, I will 


now ſay no more about it. | | 
TI ſhail finiſh the work I intended this ſummer ; 
but I look upon the ſucceſs ig every reſpect to be 
precarious. You judge very right of my pre- 
{ent fituation, that I cannot propole to ſucceed by 
favour ; and I don't think, if I could flatter my- 
ſelf that I had any degree of merit, much could 
be expected from that unfaſhionable pretenſfion. 
I have almoſt done every thing | propoſed in 
the way of fables ; but have not ſet the laſt hand 
to them. Though they will not amount to half 
the number, | believe they will make much fuch 
DT 5 
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another volume as the laſt. I find it the moſt dif- 
ficult taſk I ever undertook ; but have determined 
to go through with it ; and, after this, I believe I 
ſhall never have courage enough to think any more 
in this way. Laſt poſt I had a letter trom Mr. Pope, 
who informs me, he hath heard from you : and 
that he is preparing ſome ſcattered things of your's 
and his for the preſs. I believe I hall not fee bun 
till the winter; for, by riding and walking, I am 
_ endeayouring to lay in a ſtock of health, to ſquan- 
der in the town. You fee, in this reſpe&, my 


| ſcheme is very like the country gentlemen in regard 
to their revenues. As to my eating and drinking, I 


live as when you knew me; fo that in that point 


we ſhall agree very well in living together; and 
the ducheſs will anſwer for we. that I am cured 
of inattention; for I never forget any thing ſhe 


 fays to me. 
The ducheſs here takes up the reſt of the line. 


For he never hears what I ſay, ſo cannot for- 
get. If I ſerve: him the fame way, I ſhould not 
care a farthing ever to be better acquainted with 
my Tunbridge acquaintance, whom, by my atten- 
tion to him, I have learned to fet my heart upon. 
I began to give over all hopes, and from thence 
began my negle& | think this a very philoſophi- 
cal reaſon, though there might be. agother given. 
When fine ladies are in London, it is very genteel 


and allowable to forget their beſt friends; which, 


if I thought modeſtly of myſelf, muſt needs be 
you, becauſe you know little of me. Till yeu 
do more, pray don't perfuace Mr. Gay, that he is 
diſcreet enough to live alone; for I do affure you 


he is not, nor Teither. We are of great uſe to 
one another; for we never flatter nor contradict, | 


but 
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but when it is abſolutely neceſſary, and then we 
do it to ſome purpoſe ; particularly the firſt agrees 
mightily with our conſtitutions. If ever we quar- 
rel, it will be about a piece of bread and butter ; 
for ſome body is never ſick, except he eats too 
much. He will not quarrel with you for a glaſs 
or ſo; for by that means he hopes to gulp down 
ſome of that forty millions of fchemes that hin- 
_ dred him from being good company. I would 
fain ſee you here, there is ſo fair a chance that one 
of us muſt be pleaſed ; perhaps both, you with 
an old acquaintance, and I with a new one : it is 
ſo well worth taking a journey for, that if the 
mountain will not come to Mabomet, Mahomet muſt 
go to the mountain. But before either of our 
journies are ſettled, I deſite you would refolve me 
one queſtion, whether a man, who thinks himſelf 
well where he is, ſhould look out for his houſe and 
ſervants before 'tis convenient, before he grows 
old, or before a perſon, with whom he lives, pulls 
him out by the ſleeve in private (according to oath) 
and tells him, they have enough of his company? 
He will not let me write one word more, but that 
I have a very great regard for you, Ec. 

The duke is very much your's, and will never 
leave you te your wine. Many thanks for your 
drum I wiſh to receive your congratulations 
for the other boy, you may believe— 


* When the Dean wis with Mr. Pope at Twickenham, he 
uſed to defert them ſon atter ſupper, with, Well, gentle- 
men, I leave you to your wine,” e 
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LETTER CCCIX. 


Mr. CASAR® t Dr. SWIFT. 


Auguſt the 6th, 1 73% 


Pr RMIT me to congratulate you upon the 


return of Mrs. Barber, with thanks for pleaſures 


enjoyed in her company; for had ſhe not come re? 


commended by the dean of St. Patricis, likely I 
author, in ſhunning thoſe of my own coat. 


had — her by unheeded, being apt to follow a 


t hold; I muſt look if it runs not from corner 
| to corner, which I more fear than length. For 


Pope ſays, Though ſometimes he finds too many 


ers in my words, never too many words in 


my letters. So with Mr. Cæſar's and my beſt 
wiſhes, thou — witty, honeſt Dean, fare- 


wel. 
M. AD ELMAR CAESAR 


LETTER CCCX. 
LADY WORSLEY + to Dr. SWIFT. 
SI R, Huguſt the 61h, 1732. 


I FLATTER myſelf, that if you had received 
| my 


Wide tothe treafurer of the navy during lod Oxford's 


adminiſtration, in the reign of queen Anne, 


f Frances lady Morſtey, wife of Sir * * : 
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my laſt letter, you would have favoured me with 
— ; therefore I take it for granted it is 
I was ſo proud of your commands, and fo fear- 
ful of being ſupplanted by my daughter, that 1 
went to work immediately, that her box might not 
keep her in your remembrance, whilſt there was 
nothing to put you in mind of an old friend, and 
humble ſervant. But Mrs. Barber's long ſtay here 
| (who promiſed me to convey it to you) has made 
me appear very negligent. I doubt not but you 
think me unworthy of the ſhare you once told me 
I had in your heart. What if I ama great-grand- 
mother, I can ſtill diſtinguiſh your merit from all 
the reſt of the world; but it is not conſiſtent with 
your good breeding to put me in mind of it; 
therefore I am determined not to uſe my intereſt 
with Sir Robert for a living in the %e of Wight, 
though nothing elſe could reconcile me to the 
- But if I could make you archbiſhop of 
Canterbury, I ſhould forget my reſentments for 
ſake of the flock, who very much want a careful | 
ſhepherd. Are we to have the honour of ſeein 

you, or not ? I have freſh hopes given me ; but | | 

dare not pleaſe myſelf too much with them, leſt 
I ſhould be again diſappointed. If I had it as 
much in my power as my inclination to ſerve Mrs. 
Barber, ſhe ſhould not be kept thus long attend - 
ing; but I hope her next voyage may prove more 
ſucceſsful. She is juſt come in, and tells me you 


have ſprained your foot, which will prevent your 


journey till the next ſummer ; but aſſure yourſelf 
the Bath is the only infallible cure for ſuch an ac- 


and mother of lady Cartere”, wife of Jeb: lord Carteret, al- 
ter wards earl Granville, = e 


cident. 
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cident. If you have any regard remaining for me, 
you'll ſhew it by taking my advice ; if not, I'll en- 
deavour to forget you, if I can. But, till that 
doubt is cleared, I am, as much as ever, the Dean's 
obedient humble ſervant, 


F. WORSLEY. 
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